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TEXT

Noah’s Ark

1

3_

4_

5

7

Gradually the children and the grandchildren of Adam and Eve
began to populate the earth. They went east and they went west and
they went northwards into the mountains and they lost themselves
amidst the sandy wastes of the southern desert.

But the crime of Cain (%[ ) had set its mark upon the early race.
Forever the hand of man was lifted against his neighbour. People
murdered each other and they stole each other’s sheep. It was not safe
for a girl to leave her home, lest she be kidnapped by the boys of the
neighbouring village.

The world was in a sad state. A false start had been made. It was
necessary to begin all over again. Perhaps a new generation would prove
to be more obedient to the will of God.

In those days there lived a man called Noah. He was the grandson
of Methuselah (who lived to be so terribly old) and he was a descendant
of Serh, a younger brother of Cain and Abel, who was born after the
family tragedy had taken place.

Noah was a good man who tried to be at peace with his conscience
and with his fellow men. If the human race had to begin once more,
Noah would make a very good ancestor.

God therefore decided to kill all other people, but to spare Noah.
He came to Noah and told him to build a ship. The vessel was to be four
hundred and fifty feet long and seventy-five feet wide and it was to have
a depth of forty-three feet.

Noah and his faithful workmen cut down the mighty cypress ()
trees and laid the keel (/6 ) and built the sides and covered them
with pitch, that the hold might be dry. When the third deck had been
finished, a roof was built. It was made of heavy timber, to withstand the
violence of the rain that was to pour down upon this wicked earth.

Then Noah and his household, his three sons and their wives, made

ready for the voyage. They went into the fields and into the mountains



and gathered all the animals they could find that they might have

beasts for food and for sacrifices when they should return to dry land.
9 A whole week they hunted. And then the Ark (for so the ship was

called) was full of the noise of strange creatures who did not like their

cramped ( $2%/J) quarters and who bit at the bars of their cages.

10 On the evening of the seventh day, Noah and his family went on
board.
T - Late that night, it began to rain. It rained for forty nights and for

forty days. At the end of this time, the whole earth was covered with
water, and Noah and his fellow travelers in the Ark were the only living
ones to survive this terrible deluge. .

12 Then, however, God had mercy. A violent wind swept the clouds
away. Once more the rays of the sun rested upon the turbulent waves as
they had done when the world was first created.

13_ Carefully Noah opened a window and peered out. But his ship floated
peacefully in the midst of an endless ocean and no land was in sight.

14 Noah sent out a raven ( 575 ) , but the bird came back. Next he sent
out a pigeon. Pigeons can fly longer than almost any other bird, but the
poor thing could not find a single branch upon which to rest its feet, and
it came back to the Ark and Noah took it and put it back into its cage.

15_ He waited a week, and once more he set the pigeon free. It was gone
all day, but in the evening it returned with a freshly plucked olive leaf in
its beak. Apparently, the waters were receding.

16__  Another week went by before Noah released the pigeon for the
third time. It did not return, and this was a good sign. Soon afterwards
the Ark landed on top of Mount Ararat, in the country which is now
called Armenia.

17_ The next day Noah went ashore. At once he took some stones and
built an altar and killed a number of his animals and made a sacrifice.
And behold, the sky was bright with the colours of a mighty rainbow. It was
a sign of God to his faithful servant. It was a promise of future happiness.

18__ Then Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, and their wives,

went forth and once more they became farmers and shepherds and lived



peacefully among their children and their flocks.

19 But it is very doubtful whether the danger through which they had
just passed had taught them a lesson. For it happened that Noah, who
possessed a vineyard, had made himself a very pleasant wine, and when
he had partaken ( 53 ) thereof, more than wise, he became drunken,
and behaved after the fashion of such people.

20 Two of his sons felt sorry for their old father, and were quite decent
about it. But the third one, called Ham, laughed loudly.

21 When Noah awoke from his sleep, he was exceedingly angry and he
drove Ham away from his house, and the Jew believed that he went to
Africa and became the first ancestor of the Negro race, for which they
felt a great and most unjust contempt.

22 Thereafter, we don’t hear much about Noah. One of his
descendants, called Nimrod, achieved fame as a hunter, but the Bible

does not tell what became of Shem and Japheth.

Exercises

Reading Skills
Identifying Word Meaning from Context

To guess the meaning of an important but unfamiliar word in a
passage, try the following strategy: First, think about how the new word
is related to the topic of the reading. Second, notice the word’s part of

speech. Third, look at the words around the new word for synonyms,

antonyms, a definition of the word or word-formation clues.

Read the following sentences and try to figure out the meanings of the
underlined words, using context clues.

1. At the end of this time, the whole earth was covered with water, and
Noah and his fellow travelers in the Ark were the only living ones to
survive this terrible deluge.

A. flood B. ruin C. storm D. earthquake



2. Once more the rays of the sun rested upon the turbulent waves as
they had done when the world was first created.
A. long B. violent C. quiet D. continuous
3. It was gone all day, but in the evening it returned with a freshly
plucked olive leaf in its beak.

A. mouth B. wing C. claw D. neck
4. And behold, the sky was bright with the colours of a mighty rainbow.
A. hold up B. hold about C. look D. watch out

Reading Comprehension

What Do You Remember?
Decide if the following statements about the text are true (T) or false (F).

1. It was necessary to begin a new generation more obedient \
to God, because people lost themselves in the desert.

2. Having decided to kill all other people, God came to Noah v |
and told him to build a ship. -

3. After seven days, Noah and his family went out of the n
Ark.

4. Noah sent out some birds, but they came back With no ]
message. s, / -

5. Noah was drunken one day. so he drove his son Ham ] |
away. j o

6. Black people are regarded unfalrly because of Ham's | [ ] |
unwise laughter at his father according to the Bible.

Vocabulary Building
Idioms Using Earth

An idiom, or expression, is a fixed group of words that has a special
meaning. There are many idioms that are formed using the word
“earth”. Sometimes it’s possible to know the idiom’s meaning by looking
at the individual words, but not always. Learning some of the most

common types of idioms can help you increase your vocabulary.

i



A. The following are some common idioms that use the word earth.
Match each idiom with its definition.

1. come back to earth a. really, exactly

2. down to earth b. in the world

3. on earth c. live in the world

4. tread this earth d. stop imagining and come back to reality
5. on God's earth e. practical

B. Complete the following sentences with one of the idioms from
Exercise A. Be sure to use the correct form of the verb in each idiom.
1. Do not think about the impossibilities. We need an estimate
2. When she discovered he was married, she
3. It is said that the king ruled all the people
4 , he found it hard to look for a good heart.
5. No force can hold back the progress of society.

Open Questions
1. Do you think that God seems to feel sorry for his punishment on man?
Why or why not? ’
2. Why was Noah spared? And how?
3. Compare the flood story from the Bible with those in other cultures.
4. List some English idioms originating from the Bible and tell the
meanings of them.

Knowledge Extension

1. %8 (Cain) 214 E 2 F, M{H(Abel)Z 5, —Xk, ZEFILHEY T BB SR
b, EREERMAMMAIEZE, ZRXSRXPR, #RETLH. AETZRE,
b ik A, KEREH,

2. BIATHRABKEEEZERH, RHT—REH, BEEBMEFHKHEL, TRHRX
B T—HEF, BFRRH CERRE. EREERHEF, CERNSEFEEES
E—REFIT T ORAEMSR . WAL ERKER, XANGTREETHRK. 53X,
MTES X E N AT # L (olive branch) 588 F 4B T HIFHIRIE, H S FHRA




3. #UL(rainbow)2 FFHMAERFFEL RV ANRE, LR IFEEK A BRE#K
B R EHIAER .

Great Quote

Prosperity is the blessing of the Old Testament; adversity is the

Blessing of the New.

— Francis Bacon



Preface

#% % 1l 2 I8 & (Pandora’s Box), K B & fE#fiiE . & & K (&7 (Prometheus)#
KK NE, HER, BRAFPRERBT KA, a2 XKHEIET—1 KM
(b &% hi, i AT E R R, 5L D KRB SRR ES
(Epimetheus), &K BRI AR EZ KBRS, 5BLHEE, HFESHHR
H—NEElY. YT HEERE, —VAENRERZ BT HE, A AR,

TEXT

Pandora’s Box

1 A very long time ago, in the Golden Age, everyone was good and
happy. It was always spring; the earth was covered with flowers, and
only gentle winds blew to set the flowers dancing. People lived on

mountain strawberries, wild grapes and sweet acorns (& FI#§ R ),

which grew plentifully in the oak forests. River flowed with milk and
nectar ( HE WX ) . Even the bees did not need to lay up honey, for it

fell in tiny drops from the trees. There was abundance everywhere.

2_ In all the whole world, there was not a sword, nor any weapon by
means of which men might fight with one another. No one had ever
heard of any such thing. All the iron and the gold were buried deep
underground.

3_ Besides, people were never ill; they had no troubles of any kind;
and never grew old.

4_ The two brothers, Prometheus and Epimetheus, lived in those
wonderful days. After stealing the fire for man, Prometheus, knowing
that Zeus would be angry, decided to go away for a time on a distant
journey; but before he went, he warned Epimetheus not to receive any
gifts from the gods.

8_ One day, after Prometheus had been gone for some time, Hermes

came to the cottage of Epimetheus, leading by the hand a beautiful young



