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Preface

By Huang Xiaoshi

With the spreading of the Chinese Taiwan businessmen on the mainland, more and more designers came from
Taiwan to the Chinese mainland for work, which is not so much as a natural phenomenon. Serving as designers
in one branch of the service trade, since their old customers in Taiwan have come to the mainland, it’ s only
natural for them to follow their customers to have a try of the water temperature. However, if their service is only
limited to the Taiwanese businessmen as their old customers and cannot find the support and encouragement
from the local new clients, it is not an easy matter either for them to gain a foothold in the mainland where
dragons and snakes are mixed together with fierce competition, let alone blossoming and bearing of fruits in
business.

Designer Zhang Xiuzhen is a quite successful designer with plain sailing in her transition of the track. Though
she followed the footsteps of her old customers and arrived at Shanghai, yet she broke out her own path in
business. Her group of customers includes the ones living inside the boundary of China as well as coming from
the overseas being located in Shanghai, Beijing, Shenzhen and some other places. Most of them took initiative
to contact her because of the great attraction of her works, from which the warm response stirred up by her
works may be clearly seen in part.

To explore her way how to win the warm response, the following three points may be summarized: First of all,
she concentrated all her attention to the work of design with no involvement with the engineering business.
She found that, on the Chinese mainland, the relationship between design and engineering is just like the one
between fish and bear’ s foot, implying the difficulty for anyone to give consideration to both of the two matters,
because it will consume a lot of time of design to make visits of the construction sites. Therefore, she gave
up the engineering matter and devoted all her efforts to the work of design. Secondly, she is quite willing to
make friends with the customers in a sincere way, offering assistance to the customers in the selection of the



construction teams and helping them to make the projects to achieve perfection to the greatest possible degree,
though she has nothing to gain in terms of economic benefits. Thirdly, she can turn the foul and rotten into the rare
and ethereal so as to obtain the extraordinary effect from the ordinary materials, being just like a chameleon with
the capacity of building up a spatial sense of amazement within the limited budget. On this point, it is especially
rare and commendable so far as the design of the commercial space is concerned, as the commercial space is
different from the residential space in which one lives everyday. The commercial space requires bright spots for
attracting the attention of consumers and topics for talking about. If a commercial space can achieve this, as a
matter of fact, it has won half of the success. Viewing from this point, obviously, the sense of amazement in the
commercial space works of Zhang Xiuzhen never lacks.

Now Designer Zhang has collected her works on the Chinese mainland in the recent three years into one
volume for presentation to the general public. Through this volume, the readers may see her skill in the interior
design, including her marvelous arrangement of space, application of materials, grasp of the popular trend of
development, experience of life, insistence on ideal and so on. This also serves as a courageous exposure for her
to demonstrate and prove herself through her works of design. | also believe that this act proves her love for the
work and her intention of longing for criticism and advice from various circles of society.

( The author of the preface serves as the editor in chief of Taipei Contemporary Design. )
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