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Azaleas blossoming in Bijie

In April, the azaleas blossom all around the mountains in Bijie. The azaleas are so beautiful, even the
lotus look pale in comparison. They blanket about a hundred li and catch the eyes of guests from far
away. The people there are very hospitable as they welcome you with wonderful amusements and a
vast sea of flowers.

The great poet, Bai Juyi, once praised the azaleas as the most beautiful flowers saying that they could
only be seen in heaven. This vast sea of azaleas in Bijie is a gift from nature, which also symbolizes
the harmonious relation between human beings and the environment. The people in Bijie enjoy a very
pleasant climate. The mountains and waters look like those in pictures, and you can hear the birds
singing and smell the fragrance of flowers almost everywhere.

Bijie has an area of 20,000 square kilometers. Mount Wumeng, called the ridge of Guizhou, is located
here. The peak of the mountain is called Jiucaiping, whose name originates from the chives growing on
the sides of the mountain. Wumeng has forest coverage of 35%, with an annual average temperature
of 13.2°C, and an annual rainfall of around 1000 mm. The climate is very pleasant and it has a warm
winter and a cool summer. Wumeng is a cool and amazing world!

Due to its pleasant climate and special geography, Bijie has a diversity of species. It has many kinds of
plants, including medicinal plants. Some are quite scarce, such as gastrodia elata blume (tianma) and
dangshen, which are even sold abroad. Thus it has a reputation of the Kingdom of Medicinal Plants.
Bijie has a vast meadows which are the home of many wild animals and birds. Bijie is therefore also
called the world of flowers and the paradise of birds.

The beauty of nature is all presented in Bijie, and the unique customs of the minority groups are even
more charming. Bijie has a population of 7.43 million from 36 nationalities, including han, yi, miao, hui,
biyi and so on.

The traditional and unique ethnic customs, the sentimental wedding of Yi nationality, the wine
contained by oxhorn (oxhorn wine is of the Miao nationality), ‘Se lan’ of the Hui nationality, the
funeral convention, and so on are embodied with the long history of Guizhou. The festivals such as
‘Torch Festival’ and ‘new year’ of Yi nationality, ‘flower dancing festival’ of the Miao nationality,
and the ‘the 6.6 festival’ of Buyi nationality are very unique from the festivals in other places. Paper—
cuts created by Yi nationality and the wax printing of the Miao nationality are accomplished with a
special inventive mind. The minority culture in Bijie reflects the unique and colorful tradition which will
be passed on from generation to generation.



Since ancient times, Bijie has been a place of harmony between man and nature. It once belonged to
the ancient Zangke. In the Ming Dynasty, the government sent officials to govern the place. In 1949,
the new government set a government office here.

Bijie has a long history. You can glimpse the life of the ancient people in the West Guanyin Cave. You
can experience the charm of the Zangke culture in Hezhang. You can visit the tomb of She Xiang, a
heroine from vizu. Or you can feel the majesty and greatness of the She family in Datun.

Bijie has a lot of cultural relics and architectural complexes, showing its mysterious history and great
culture. The Lusheng dance of Miaozu and the Nuo drama are listed in the National Material Cultural
Heritage list. They are the treasure of the minority groups and the symbol of their colorful local
culture.

It is said that in the ancient Shu Kingdom, the prince died and turned into a cuckoo. In spring, the
cuckoo tweets “cuckoo” everywhere as if to remind the farmers to start planting until it cries blood
incarnadining the azaleas around the hills. The people in Bijie are hard—working and they use they
hands to build homes here as beautiful as the azaleas.

In recent vears, Bijie has developed rapidly. They are trying their best to develop its economy,
improve its environment, and strengthen its education. Now it’s becoming more and more open
and people from other places come here to make a contribution to its development. Bijie is one
of the most important energy source in the program of the transition of electricity from the west
to the east, because it has a lot of heat—engine plants and hydropower plants. Along a hundred
km of highway from Guiyang to Bijie, there are more than a hundred bridges, which are called the
museum of bridges and have broken the Guinness World Book of Records. Now Bijie is developing its
comprehensive transportation. In recent years, Bijie has taken the fast track of dynamic developing
the industrializaton and urbanization. The economy of Bijie has been entered the golden period. Bijie
is growing up rapidly from the mountains area of northwest Guizhou.

Now the azaleas are blossoming. The fragrance of the flowers, the great mountain of Wumeng, the
colorful culture and the hospitable Bijie people are waiting for you!
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Wave of tlowers, home of cranes.

Bijie is praised as the flowers world, as well as the birds hometown. “Hundred Miles Azaleas”
national forest park is located on the boarder between the Dafang district and the Qianxi district
in Bijie, Guizhou province, which is the largest wild azaleas park in china on the record. Its length
reaches over 50 kilometers, covering an area of 100 square kilometers. Its width varies from
a maximum of 5.3 kilometres to a minimum of 1.2 kilometres in the scenic spot—hundred miles
azalea. That is why we call the park ‘hundred miles azalea. There are 23 kinds of azaleas can be
found in hundred miles azalea spot, including 4 subgenus of 5 subgenus of the world. It is the high
time seeing and enjoying the blossom azaleas in March or April month every year. Because the
period is at the end of spring and the beginning of summer, every kinds of azaleas are vying with
each other for glamour, which leaves us the greastest enjoyment. Therefore, it is praised as ‘the
largest natural garden in the world” and ‘the ribbon of earth, the garden of world’.

The natinal forest natural reserve—grass sea is the home to many birds. It is the top 10 birds
activity habitat in the world with the total area of 20 sq.km., decreased from the original area of
45 sq.km. With the excellent environment and abundant natural resources, grass sea is counted as
a rare natural fresh lake in the tropical plateau of China. There contains many kinds of birds, the
species of the birds migranted and the native birds have reached more than 140. grass sea is the
national forest birds reserve region having the precious species such as red -crowned crane and
white-bellied pheasant. The climate in grass sea is pleasant. It is the most appropriate lake to see
and enjoy the wonderful birds in the late august and the beginning of spring each year. Thersfore,
grass sea is also called as ‘natural outdoor museum’. The black-necked crane—the only crane
living in plateau of the world made here as the habitat. grass sea is the superexcellent resort to
see birds in spring and winter, spend the summer holidays.

It is the high time appreciating flamour flowers and taking boat seeing cranes in the early spring.
Different kinds of flowers vie with each other for glamour, offering us the great opportunity to
fancy the wildest dream in the flowers world. There are many kinds of azaleas with varied shapes
and appearances. The height of trees varies from a maximum of 6—7 metres to a minimum of less
than 1 metre. The bigger azalea is magnificent, while the smaller one is very pretty. There even
existing a unique phonomenon that a tree is covered by red, white, yellow and purple azaleas.
Rolling hills and flowers mountains of flowing rhythm meet with each other in the end of the sky.
The red azalea seems like scarlet clouds hanging high in the sky, the white one looks like the
snow glittering in the mountain. In the crane town, it is best choice taking a boat on the grass sea,
enjoying the breeze blowing away and the reed, typhaceae, duckweed and Pygmy Waterlily dancing
above the water. Although the scenery is less magnificent than the grand grass land, it obtains a
kind of intelligence without seeming so.
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