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Abstract

Western elitism political theory is an important part of western
political thought history. It has three stages in western elitism
development history, classical elitism, democratic elitism and modern
elitism. The viewpoints of elitism change so much in its development
process. Classical elitism emphasizes the division of elites and mass,
the necessity of government by elites. But democratic elitism and
modern elitism emphasize that people ruling would be reality in a
certain degree, elites get power by people election, the role of elite’s
changes from government to governance. The theory centre of elitism
transfers from government by elites to governance by elites. Political
decision should be made by mass democracy. Technological things
in politics would be governanced by elites. The composition of elite
class is political elites mainly in past, but now is political elites,
technological elites and intelligence elites. The elitism political theory
does not break away the paradigm of western liberism, does not deny
liberal democracy system. So elitism would be regarded as a branch of
western liberism. It is a wrong point that elitism would be regarded as
the theory origin of fascism.

The way of elite generation reflects the change of elitism. Elite

generates by the differentiation of status as result of lineage, military
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exploit and property before modern society. The differentiation of status
made elite step out of mass. Entering modern society, especially since
the end of 19th century and the beginning of 20th century, the great
change happened in the way of elite generation. New elite generation
no longer depend on differentiation of status. Previously, technological
division of labour develops laterally, but develops longitudinally
in modern society. Politics and management became professional
technology, formed specialized knowledge system. In modern society,
technological division of labour makes differentiation of status. Manager
civil service and professional politician can be leader by specialized
study and practice. Technological division of labour will generate elites,
when division of labour develops to a certain stage. That is a certain
result of organized society. Modern corporation and bureaucracy have
been used extensively. That makes the elites generated by technological
division of labour become main part of elite class in modern society.
The technological demand of organization operation makes
governance by elite take on rationality. The logical statement is: human
society need organization, leading and being leaded are technological
division of labour in organization operation. So the differentiation
of elite and mass appears. The governance by elite is much better
than governance by mass on order, cost, efficiency, etc. That is
the reason that people accept governance by elite. Because of the
rationality, governance by elite has a certain degree of legitimacy.
People identify governance by elite in mind. The model of principal—
agent has been used extensively in economics and politics. People
accept that elite governance by mass entrusting. The best approach

which elite gets legitimacy of governance is democracy. Democracy is
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Abstract

that people authorize a few elite to construct government and governance
society by agreement of people exactly. Elites get the agreement of
people in democratic method, so get legitimacy of governance.

Elitism criticizes democracy very much, but elitism never denies
liberal democracy system fundamentally. Elitism considers that the
valuation ideality of democracy can not realize because of many kinds
of technological condition. These conditions amend the valuation
ideality of democracy. Thus, democracy which means ruled by people
transfer elitist democracy. But elitist democracy would not deny mass
democracy. These are two different fields for elitist democracy and
mass democracy. Mass democracy can determine the fundamental
political system of state; determine value judgment of political action.
Elitist democracy can solve all kinds of the technological problems of
political process and the problems of governance. It is the same function
for elitist democracy and mass democracy which is elite selection and
updating. The procedure and method of democracy are the necessary
conditions of elite selection. A strong middle class is the social base of
elite selection.

Elitism develops to a new stage when the third wave of
democratization pushes forward and post—industiry society comes.
Governance by elite has new change. Power has some tendency of
decentralization and downward shift under the condition of the deep and
rapid development of labor division and science. Experts, technicians
and scientists enter into elite class, composing new elite class with
power elites. Furthermore, experts, technicians and scientists have
controlled the power of decision. There is a transform of elitism which

called technocracy theory. Mass democracy extends its field in the wave
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of democratization. Pluralist democracy and participation democracy
all eriticize elitist democracy strongly. Mass have much more chance to
participate in decision and executive of organization because of plural
organization and flat organization structure. Independence development
and autonomy of organization is an important regulation in contrast of
iron rule of oligarchy. The extension of mass democracy makes elitism
step back to more deep level. The governance of experts and technicians
become a new model of governance by elite.

Elitism emphasizes that good society development need a
mechanism of elite flow. It is a certain tendency that new elites replace
old elites. When elite generation of technological division becomes
a tradition of modern society, the expansion of mass democracy
adds more chance of common people being elite. In structure of
organization, bureaucracy is broken, the bound of leader and
subordinate is not clear. It is possible that everyone become leader. The
pyramid organization structure is shocked by network structure under
condition of rapid development of information technology and network.
Governance by elite can no more limit the elites selected. New elite
will be everyone in anywhere. Mass democracy will play a good role of
elite selection and elite updating further. However, elitism will not
disappear. It will represent in another form. In current political theory,
we may find the viewpoint of elitism. Elitism will show its influence
when people need it.

Elitism is connotation of western liberal democracy system. Elites
get legitimacy according to liberal democracy system; transform idea of
democracy into reality of elite democracy. Elitism has a vital question

that is over elites and develops into some crisis. The theory of welfare
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states based on socialism and equalitarianism can resolve this vital
question effectively, but can not remove it radically. Welfare states
system has been integrated into western liberal democracy system, so
the policy of western states will swing periodically between elites and
masses.

Elitism is a kind of display of aristocrat disposition in western
political culture tradition. It inherits western aristocracy tradition.
Elitism maintains elitist politics and opposes mass politics. On
democracy, elitism stands for elitist democracy, against mass
democracy. Elitism reflects the reality of western politics and society. It
is different on political culture tradition between China and the West.
So elitism can not transplant from the West to China. But some theory
viewpoint of elitism can be adopted for china political reform. The
democratization in China certainly trends to elitist democracy, must
be very prudent on mass democracy. It will be study in China political
reform which rule by people and governance by elite. China government
will be more public and achieve more legitimacy by governance, not

domination.

Key Words: elite, democracy, elitism, government by elite,

governance by elite, elitist democracy
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