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Abstract

Uyghur traditional dress and their multi - cultural
characteristics, to a great degree, reflect the people’ s religious be-
liefs, world views and ethical principles. As a cultural
phenomenon, its creation and evolution have covered all the devel-
opmental processes of Uyghur culture and reflects it in profundity as
well. Uyghur traditional dress do not only reflect the people’s eco-
logical environment, aesthetics and psychology but also vividly
reflect its historical progress and cultural exchanges which had
taken place on the ancient Silk Road.

In the section of foreword, the reason of study, theoretical sig-
nificance and overall picture of former studies of this topic by the
scholars home and abroad will be explained and the object and pur-
pose of study will be settled.

In the first chapter, various factors have contributed to the for-
mation of the traditional Uyghur dress culture, and they will be dis-
cussed from the aspects of its historical background and the
influence of its geographical location, national emigration, changes
in religious faiths, etc. In the first subsection, the geographical en-

vironment will be taken as a major factor of influence in traditional
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dress culture. In other words, the oasis as the key factor and the
mountainous areas and grasslands as the secondary factors which
have influenced traditional Uygur dress culture will be discussed. In
the second subsection, the multi—ethnic characteristics of Uyghur
dress culture and their deep relationship to the old Silk Road culture
will be discussed from the perspective of historical changes and co—
existence. In the third subsection, the influence of different
religions on the traditional Uyghur dress culture will be discussed
from the perspective of Animism, Shamanism, Manichaeism, Bud-
dhism and Islam and their impact on traditional Uyghur dress cus-
toms.

In the second chapter, attention will be focused on the Uyghur
apparel itself, and the styles, the pictures or graphs and principles
of Uyghur dress and structure of colors of Uyghur dress, the charac-
teristics of quality and materials used will be closely analyzed from
the aspects of dress types.

In the third chapter, the folk function of Uyghur traditional
dress will be analysed from the points of ceremonial costumes,
taboos of costumes and folk literature on the basis of the method of
folklore.

In the forth chapter, the handicraft of traditional dress—making
in Uyghur traditional dress will be discussed from the three aspects
of the handicrafts of head dresses, clothing and shoes, and also will
be analysed the book of head~dressmakers, The Book of Dressmakers
and The Book of Shoemakers.

In the fifth chapter, an explanation will be given on the current

question of change in Uyghur traditional dress.
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