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XU Zhenmin

Born in Yantai, Shandong Province, in 1934. Studied piano and violin when he was in Nankai
Middle School in Tianjin, and began the study of harmony and composition later.

He was admitted into the composition department of Central Conservatory of Music in
1952. Studying composition under Professor Su Xia and Chen Peixun. He also benefited from
Lou Zhongrong.

Graduated in 1957 and became a faculty member of his Alma Matar. He was transferred the
following year to Nanjing Institute of Fine Arts, where he stayed for 30 years.

Upon returning to Central Conservatory of Music in 1988, he was appointed as Professor and
supervisor of doctorate candidates.

As a teacher, he has educated and brought up many composers for the country during his
40-year career, many of them have become professors and well-known composers who are very ac-
tive at home and abroad. Their works are performed all over the world, some of them have won
major prizes in international music competition, including the Besancon Composition Competi-
tion for Orchestra in France and National“Golden Bell” Award by Chinese Musicians’ Associa-
tion.

As a renowned contemporary Chinese composer, his major symphonic works include: “Piano
Concerto”, “Cross the River” ( Symphonic Poem), “Plum Garden in the Snow” ( Fantasy Over-
ture) , “Tone Picture of Borderland™ ( Tone Poem) , “Mooring at Night by the Maple Bridge” ( Tone
Poem) , “Jinling: A reminiscence” ( Tone Poem) and Symphonic Overture “Ode to Motherland,
China”, “Song of Pipa” (for Pipa and Orchestra), “Nanking Requiem™, “Violin Concerto”
(Tone Poem) . Many of these works have all won prizes in national competition for composition.
“Mooring at Night by the Maple Bridge™ has been chosen to be one of the “Music Classics by Chi-
nese in the 20th Century”.

Other representative works also include *“Variation” for Piano, “Two Pieces inspired by po-
ems in Tang Dynasty” ( Golden Bell award, the commission work for the Third China International
Piano Competition) , “Path”and “The Scenery of Waterside Town™ for violin, and art songs “White
Sails” and “Seagull”.

Xu’ s works have been performed not only in cities of Beijing, Shanghai, Nanjing, Guang-
zhou, Xiamen, Hong Kong, Macau, Taipei, Taichung and Kaohsiung, but also in countries like Ja-
pan, Singapore, Malaysia, Kazakhstan, USA, Canada, Mexico, Chili, Russia, Ukraine, Estonia,
Czech Republic, Romania, Sweden, Finland, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Netherland, Austria and

Australia.
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