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Nearly two thousand years ago there lived in Rome a man
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whose name was Julius Caesar. He was the greatest of all the
Romans. Why was he so great?

He was a brave warrior, and had conquered many
countries for Rome. He was wise in planning and doing. He
knew how to make men both love and fear him.
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At last he made himself the ruler of Rome. Some said
he wished to become its king. But the Romans at that time
did not believe in kings.

Once when Caesar was passing through a little country
village, all the men, women and children of the place came
out to see him. There were not more than fifty of them, all
together, and they were led by their mayor, who told each
one what to do.

These simple people stood by the roadside and watched
Caesar pass. The mayor looked very proud and happy; for
was he not the ruler of this village? He felt that he was
almost as great as Caesar himself.

Some of the ranking officers who were with Caesar
laughed. They said, “See how that fellow struts at the head
of his little flock!”

“Laugh as you will.” said Caesar, he has reason to be
proud. “I would rather be the head man of a village than the
second man in Rome!”

At another time, Caesar was crossing a narrow sea in
a boat. Before he was half way to the farther shore, a storm
overtook him. The wind blew hard; the waves dashed high;
the lightning flashed; the thunder rolled.

It seemed every minute as though the boat would sink.
The captain was in great fright. He had crossed the sea
many times, but never in such a storm as this. He trembled
with fear; he could not guide the boat; he fell down upon his
knees; he moaned, “All is lost! All is lost!™

But Caesar was not afraid. He bade the man get up and
take his oars again. “Why should you be afraid?” he said.
“The boat will not be lost; for you have Caesar on board.”

(374 words)
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1. warrior ['woris] n. f&+, Bt

2. mayor ['mes] n. T

3. roadside ['roudsaid] adj. #55#); 1R
4. flock [flok] n. Bf; FRZR
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~ He was a brave warrior, and had conquered many

countries for Rome. He was wise in planning and doing.

He knew how to make men both love and fear him.
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Many consider Augustus to be Rome’s greatest
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emperor; his policies certainly extended the Empire’s
life span and initiated the celebrated Pax Romana or
Pax Augusta. He was intelligent, decisive, and a shrewd
politician, but he was not perhaps as charismatic as Julius
Caesar, Nevertheless, his legacy proved more enduring.

The longevity of Augustus’ reign and its legacy to
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the Roman world should not be overlooked as a key factor

in its success. As Tacitus wrote, the younger generations

alive in AD 14 had never known any form of government
other than the Principate. Had Augustus died earlier (in 23 BC,
for instance), matters might have turned out differently. The
attrition of the civil wars on the old Republican oligarchy and

the longevity of Augustus, therefore, must be seen as major

contributing factors in the transformation of the Roman state

into a monarchy in these years.

Augustus’ own experience, his patience, his tact, and his
political acumen also played their parts. He directed the future
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the system he initiated.
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1
2. shrewd [fru:d] adj. BHFHY

3. acumen [o'kju:man] adj. K, HEIH
4

of the Empire down many lasting paths, from the existence of
a standing professional army stationed at or near the frontiers,
to the dynastic principle so often employed in the imperial
succession, to the embellishment of the capital at the emperor’s
expense. Augustus’ ultimate legacy was the peace and
prosperity the Empire enjoyed for the next two centuries under

His memory was enshrined in the political ethos of
the Imperial age as a paradigm of the good emperor. Every
emperor of Rome adopted his name, Caesar Augustus,
which gradually lost its character as a name and eventually
became a title. (272 words)

. decisive [disaisiv] adj. BEPER; BER; FWTHY

. imperial [im'pioriol] adj. W E /), ZEEA; HANAY



