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The Book Report

In many academic courses or disciplines, book reports are one of the
major means by which teachers evaluate their students for their
assignment and students themselves test and practice their own
comprehension and writing abilities and other skills. As our textbook

demonstrates, it usually consists of three parts:

Information about the Writer

Information about the writer includes his name, the books he
has published, the years of his birth and death, the publisher of the
book etc.

Information about the writer can be very illuminating in getting a
comprehensive and true understanding of the book. It provides the
readers with a wide scope of the writer’s personal and social
background and some major thoughts and trends in the writer’s
activities. For such information about literary writers, the three most

essential reference books include:

Cassell’s Encyclopaedia of World Literature
Oxford Companion to American Literature

Oxford Companion to English Literature



For information about writers in other disciplines, the most

comprehensive reference books include:

Encyclopedia Americana
Encyclopaedia Britannica

Sometimes information about the writer can be found within the
covers such as in the preface or the end of the book, especially when
the book is a classic.

Other biographical information can also be found in various book
forms such as a guide book, a handbook or a book of biography either

in English or in Chinese.

A summary of the Book

A summary of the book includes the story and the main
characters.
A summary is an abbreviated version of a longer piece of writing, a
miniature reflection of the original text. The length of the summary in
relation to the original may very according to the requirements of the
situation. There are summaries called abstracts that may summarize
in one page or one paragraph a book of several hundred pages.
Summaries are widely used in business, industry, and the sciences.
Busy executives do not have the time to read all the reports addressed

to them; they may require thai summaries accompany such reports, or

« e



they may delegate the task of summarizing the reports to a staff
member. Scientists do not have the time to read everything written
that might relate to their field, so they read summaries of other
scientists’ research to determine what may be relevant to their own
work.

Summarizing is also important for college student writers. When you
take class notes or write an essay exam, you are engaged in a
summary-type activity, providing yourself or someone else with an
abbreviated version of a lecture or assigned chapters in a textbook. If
you are assigned a book review or book report to write, part of that
review or report will include a summary of what you have read.
Writing a summary of a book or other sources is a most basic skill for
students to enhance and test their reading comprehension, writing
skills and their power of generalization. It is an indispensable tool in

learning.

Suggestions for Successful Summary Writing

. Summarize the entire passage; do not summarize only part of the
passage.

. Reflect accurately what the author says; do not intrude your opinions,
or add information not presented in the original.

. Focus on the main idea; do not focus on examples, ignoring the main
ideas.

. Use quotations to support summary statements; do not copy the

original passage virtually word for word.



5. Quote the author’s words exactly and enclose them in quotation
marks.
6. Paraphrase—restate the author’s ideas in your own words; do not

use the author’s words, changing them only slightly.

Sample Summary Writing

Read carefully the following passage taken from an introduc-
tory sociology text written by Donald Light, Jr., and Suzanne Keller.
Focus your attention on the key ideas of the passage that the authors
present. Then write a summary of the passage in approximately 200
words. Include, in condensed form, all the major points necessary for

understanding the passage.

A black student is bused to a school in a white
neighborhood across town and finds himself the
subject of unwanted controversy. An urban middle-
class couple with a five-figure income is shocked to
discover they can’t afford to buy a house within
commuting distance of the city. A bank employee who
embezzled thousands of dollars by programming a
computer to divert pennies to his account is caught but
given only a suspended sentence. Liberal, free-
thinking parents are bewildered when their son joins a
fundamentalist religious sect. “Why?” they ask

themselves.



We tend to think that what happens to us is the result
of something we did or something “they” did to us,
ignoﬁng the social forces that shape us. In different
ways, all of these individuals are caught up in
sociological events that are beyond their direct control.
But these forces are not beyond understanding. It
takes what C. Wright Mills called “sociological
imagination” to perceive the larger forces that shape
our lives-and to stop blaming ourselves or others for
our frustrations.

The sociological eye looks beyond individual
psychology and unique events to the predictable
patterns and regular occurrences of social life. A
sociologist would be more interested in the effects of
marijuana on teen-age dating behavior than in the
habits of one individual who smokes. A sociologist
would be more interested in how best-selling novels
come to be published, how they are circulated, and
which groups read them and why than in what merits
or flaws a particular novel has. A sociologist would be
more interested in the similarities and differences
among families that produce a schizophrenic child
than in the case history of a particular child.

There is nothing mysterious or cold-blooded about the
sociological perspective. It is one way of examining

our social lives in order to make sense and meaning
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out of the forces that shape our individual destinies. It
complements the perspectives and angles of visions
that we already have at our command. In this first
chapter, we will discuss how the sociological
perspective is used and the meaning of social facts.
We will also consider the main theoretical orientations
in sociology, the origins of sociology, its relations to

other disciplines, and its uses in contemporary society.

Donald Light, Jr., and Suzanne Keller, Sociology

Sample Summary 1

This passage, taken from a text in freshman Sociology,
discusses what sociologists look for in a society. They
do not look at the individual, but what causes the
individual to do certain things. In the beginning, it
discusses what may happen to a person just because of
social forces. We do not always realize it is social
force, but instead we blame ourselves. We are told that
we are “caught up on sociological events that are
beyond direct control.” The sociologist wants only to
look at those forces and understand them.

We are also told that the sociologist looks for the
predictable patterns and regular occurrences of social
life. This, again, means looking beyond the individual.
The sociological perspective is not mysterious or
cold-blooded. Instead of being mysterious or cold-
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