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Portal to Contemporary Art and Life—Fluxus in Art Museum

Fluxus is one of the most important avant-garde art movements in the 20th century. Emerging in the 1960s, Fluxus proposed brand
new ideas of art based on its anti-authority, anti-art and anti-aesthetics spirits. The “art museum” was one of the “behemoths”
Fluxus artists intended to fight against in priority. Ever since the inauguration of the Louvre Museum in France in 1793, most
of the art museums back then were “art palaces” that focused on collecting, studying or showcasing “valuable” artworks. Any
contemporary work that was orginally unknown could gain great fame and become worshiped by many overnight once it was on
display in these palaces. Fluxus artists strongly opposed the placing of art on the top of the pyramid, aloof and distant from people
in real life. Therefore, displaying Fluxus art in the art museum, an institution it originally intended to fight against, has been seen as a
paradoxically and difficult task.

However, unexpected by these artists back in the 1960s, the art museum nowadays are playing a different role in society. They are
no longer the “palaces” or the “ivory towers™. With its new missions of art promotion, education and leisure entertainment for the
public, the art museum nowadays has become part of people’s lives. The Fluxus concept of “art is life” is seamlessly integrated into
the social responsibilities of the art museum nowadays.

An exhibition of Fluxus art in the art museum is more than just an event that introduces an “iconic™ art movement in history.
It is also a venue where viewers can travel back in time and “meet” the artists. Through their appreciation and interpretation of
the works, they can understand the messages about life that the artists intended to convey beneath the stereotypical impression
of contemporary art as “crazy and not understandable creation”. The seemingly craziness in Fluxus works is the catalyst of
contemporary life. During the half a century since the emergence of Fluxus, art has been continuously evolving and Fluxus art has
no longer been seen as something shocking or controversial. An exhibition of Fluxus arr can serve as a portal that leads to modern
art and life most directly.

As Fluxus is celebrating its 50th anniversary, the Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts (KMFA) holds the special exhibition, Men and
Women in Fluxus — In Celebration of the 50th Anniversary, the very first of its kind in Asia to comprehensively represent the
Fluxus movement. In this exhibition, KMFA works with the Palli Collection and showcases over 300 pieces and sets of its collected
Fluxus works. By displaying the artworks, publications, photo records, performance documentations, and music records of over 50
Fluxus artists, this exhibition gives a comprehensive and institutive picture of the essence of the Fluxus movement and the diversity
of Fluxus art expressions. The exhibition also includes several valuable photographic records by Fabrizio Garghetti, a famous Italian
photographer, and original videos of several performances by Fluxus artists.

- In line with the unique collection concepts and structures of the Palli Collection, this exhibition also displays the works of several
Fluxus artists according to their different periods of art development, clearly reflecting how these Fluxus art pioneers have evolved
over the long process of their art pursuits. Actually, some of the Fluxus artists are still alive and active in their artistic creation now,
showing vibrant enetgy and adhering to the spirits of Fluxus art.

The special exhibition, Men and Women in Fluxus — In Celebration of the 50th Anniversary, covers Fluxus works of half a century
from 1962 to 2012. This exhibition is a manifest of how the influence of Fluxus as an inspiring force of contemporary art has not
waned a bit and is still “alive and kicking”. Fluxus is always “flowing” just as-its name suggests and it really lives up to this name.

Pei-ni Beatrice Hsich

Director

Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts
August 2013
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Carlo Palli

My collection has been my “raison d'etre” ,reason for existence. I cannot quite see myself separated
from it.

Some things in our life happen in strange ways, starting with my love for art which I cannot really
explain as nothing in my family backgroud or in my studies could justfy it.
But it quickly became my work and my everyday life.

I opened an art gallery and later on I was, for quite some time, in charge of the contemporary art
department of some major auction houses, but I realize now that it was only in oder to have the
possibility to be near the artists and eventually to collect their works.

However I never really wanted to colléct works of artists 1 did not meet and have connections with,
except a few times when strictly necessary to complete a specific part of the collection.

I took thousands of pictures of the artists since the 60ies , for my own sake and collected thousands
of documents about them and their works. For me, in a way, these pictures and documents are even
more important than the works as they document pieces of my life and the life of the artitsts I knew,

Some works from my collections are on display in many museums , either given as donations or loans,
and some are regularly travelling all over the world for temporary exhbitions, and now I am happy
to know that also art lovers and critics in Taiwan will have an opportunity to see some of the most
interesting pieces.

Fluxus was an important art movement, essential to understand contemporary art and I think that
the decision to have a Fluxus exhibition in the beautiful and well known Museum of Fine Arts in
Kaohsiung, has done something really important for the understanding of what happened in the
wortld of art thanks to the artists that participated in the movement and who have become icons of
contemporary art history.

It is very comforting for me to see how finally, thanks to the sensibility of Director Beatrice Hsieh,
who has a real knowledge of European Contemporary Art History, the true values of such a
fundamental movement will have the possibility to be appreciated in Asia.

So, thanks to Director Hsieh, and thanks to her Staff in KMFA and to my assistants who have worked
together in order to make a beautiful exhbition.

1]
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