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Abstract

The Korea people have realized democratic change in the third
wave of democratic tide after decades of struggle. The democratic
process in Korea has shown some special features of its own. Thus a
study of the Korean democratic process from the perspectives of po-
litical power play will not only substantiate and examine the theoret-
ical pattern of the third democratic wave, but also help us recognize
the features of the Korean democratic process, sort out the basic
thread of the process and provide experience and lessons for the
consolidation of democracy in Korea in the future and for the de-
mocracy of the East Asian countries within the same cultural circle.
The thesis will discuss the themes and research methods in eight
chapters.

The first chapter is the introductory part which centers on the
purpose, significance and methods of the thesis. The writer believes
that as the process of Korean democracy in the third wave differs
from the democratization of many Latin American countries and
countries in the Third World, it is especially necessary to reexamine
the unique characteristics of the Korean democratic process accord-
ing to Korean national situations. So far many scholars in Korea,
China and Western countries have made much study on the Korean

democratic process from different angles. This thesis will reexamine
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the appropriateness of the theories in the democratic process by tak-
ing into consideration the existing research results. So this thesis at-
tempts to reexamine the Korean democratic process from the per-
spective of political power play carried out between different politi-
cal bodies and to form a new recognition of the Korean democratic
process comprehensively.

The second chapter focuses on the theoretical basis of the Ko-
rean democratic process. The writer in this part reevaluates and
summarizes the basic theoretical achievement from five aspects
which include: the content and form of democracy ; the motive pow-
er and obstacle of democracy: the phases of democracy; the ways
and consolidation of democracy. The thesis points out that the de-
mocracy in the third wave is the democracy in form in the main with
some substantial democratic demands. Though much has been done
by scholars in analyzing the motive power and obstacles of democra-
cy, there does not exist a unified pattern of motive power and obsta-
cle, which could be only arnalyzed in accordance with the actual
conditions of the countries concerned. Normally the scholars divide
the development of democracy into three periods the start, develop-
ment and consolidation of democracy. But they have differences in
how to divide those periods. As the Korean democratic process has
the problem of “falling behind”, it is necessary to reexamine the
democratic pe%iods in connection with relevant materials. On the
whole the approaches of democratization can be divided into three
kinds; top - to — bottom, bottom — to - top and democracy un-
der the direction of the overseas forces. However, the Korean dem-
ocratic process seems not to belong to any of the three mentioned a-

bove and the theory of the consolidation of democracy needs to be



checked within the framework of the Korean democratic process.
The third chapter provides the background of the Korean demo-
cratic process. In this section, The writer explores the background
of the Korean democratic process from the political, economic, so-
cial and international angles, thus paving the way for the introduc-
tion of different political entities. The writer argues that ever since
the foundation of Korea, the political power has remained a totali-
tarian one. This power faced a serious crisis of legality at the begin-
ning of the 1980s. The economic development of Korea reached the
level liable to democratization mentioned by theorists in mid 1970s.
Attention should be paid to the rise and function of the small and
medium - sized enterprises when analyzing the democratization of
Korea in the latter part of the 1980s. As far as social structure is
concerned, Korea in the 1980s was much divided, with the emer-
gence of a relatively larger group of the new middle class. Cultural-
ly, Korean tradition is composed of local, Confucian and the new
Christian cultures. But following the development in economy and
society, certain changes have taken place in the formation between
different cultures. The division of the country as a whole doesn’t
help the democratization of Korea with in a long period of time.
The fourth Chapter analyses the motive power of the democratic
process. The writer mentions here that the student movement has
played a breaking and pioneer role in the democratic process. The
forces not in office, masses and mass media have played a very ac-
tive role in the process. The reaction against the establishment
reached its peak in the mid 1980s. The middle class has adopted a
double attitude towards democracy at first, but it assumed an anti

- government pose in the late 1980s with an economic and social
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decline and became the motive power. The immature political party
system is largely responsible for the lack of motive power in the
democratic process. But after 1985 the opposing parries in the Ko-
rean political arena increased their activities, providing good oppor-
tunities for pushing forward the development of democracy. The sta-
ble structure of Christianity and the increase in man — power also
played an important role the Catholics and Protestants also contribu-
ted to the process.

The fifth chapter takes a look at the obstacles. The leaders of
the totalitarian power, military bhureaucrats and big capitalist class
constituted the anti-democracy forces. The totalitarian leaders held
fast to their positions and made amendment to the constitution to
help their rules, establish rigid administrative system and suppress
all kinds of activities and organizations promoting the democratic
movement, The military had special background in its rise and de-
velopment. Hie military bureaucrats are by nature order-obeying
and anti - democracy. Under the totalitarian rule. The military
bureaucrats degenerated into the tools for the totalitarian dictator-
ship. And the capitalist class grows up under the protection of the
totalitarian government. Its intention of purging profits made it im-
possible for it to become the motive power for democracy. Besides,
the existence and development pattern of the big. capitalist class in
Korea, to a large extent, had become the source of political corrup-
tion.

The sixth chapter describes the stages of the democratic
process. The thesis mainly divides the process into three stages:
democratic moment under the military regime ; the democratic move-

ment since the confrontation in June; the development of democracy



after the civilian democratic government. The first state describes
the struggle waged by the forces not in office, students and the op-
posing parties against the military totalitarian government. The sec-
ond stage shows the involvement of middle class, masses and Chris-
tian forces in the movement to bring about the smooth transfer of the
government by reconciling the talents through the cooperation of dif-
ferent political organizations and international pressure. The third
stage witnesses the eradication of the negative influence of the totali-
tarian government, the establishment of basic system favorable to
democratic government and The elimination of all kinds of forces op-
posing democratization the seventh Chapter describes the character-
istics of the Korean democratic process. The writer reassesses the
process theoretically by bringing into consideration of the afore -
mentioned theory and evidence. The thesis points to two major
processes in theory in terms of the stages of the democratic process:
the period before the struggle in June 1987 for getting rid of the mil-
itary totalitarian regime and the period after for establishing and
consolidating the democratic system. In the development of democ-
racy, the democratic process clearly demonstrates what the western
scholars call *“ democratic retardation ”. The retardedness was
caused by the lack of motive power and great hindrance at the be-
ginning of the democratic process. And before and after the June
struggle, due to the joint efforts of different forces at home and in-
tervention abroad, the democratic transformation in Korea acceler-
ated in the June struggle. A brand new democratic political culture
appeared in the democratic process. But this new political culture
still needs to be fostered and consolidated.

The eighth chapter elaborates on the achievement, limitation
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and prospect of the Korean democratic process. I'm the concluding
part, the writer points out that the biggest achievement of the Kore-
an democratic process is the initial establishment of a democratic
government and regulations for the peaceful transfer of the govern-
ment, die elimination of elements unfavorable for the democratic de-
velopment during the period of democratization and the establish-
ment of the system supporting the democratic government. However
there is still a lorry way to go toward the perfect and consolidated
democracy from the present democracy which exists mainly in form
supported by the talents. In the process of consolidating the democ-
ratization, Korea still needs to do away with the negative influence
of the totalitarian regime and to establish a powerful system run by
democracy and to strengthen the democratic system by absorbing in-

ternational experiences.
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