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A Study on the Imported Ceramics in Taiwan in the 17th Century
-Exploring the History of Taiwan from Late Ming to Early Qing
Dynasties through the Ceramics -

Lu, Tai Kang

Abstract

This thesis is comprised of six chapters. In chapter one "Introduction”, the first section includes
research methods and purposes. In accordance with the topic, the author adopts and integrates the
comprehensive research approach combing three kinds of disciplines: history, archaeology and ceramic
history. The author enumerates four following main points and attempts to explore them in the thesis.
The historical function offers micro-observation and re-establishment. It reflects the position of Taiwan
in East Asia maritime trade in the 17th century, and the trade and consumption patterns for the imported
ceramics in Taiwan in the meantime. The second section attempts to explain the relevant research
regarding the imported ceramics ( #F 2k ) £ ) of the 17th century in Taiwan, and presents that because
of the increasing new archaeological materials in Taiwan, the study of the trade ceramics of the 17th
century have gradually become the important academic subject. The last is to establish the chronicle of
trade ceramics excavated in Taiwan from the late Ming to early Qing Dynasties.

Chapter two "the edge of ceramic trade - the end of the 16th century- A.D. 1622", in order to
explain the coherent relationship of trade ceramics among the 17th century and the previous periods,
the first section reviews the research of trade ceramics in Penghu archipelago during Song and Yuan
Dynasties, and further analyzes the characteristics and the historical significance of the imported
ceramics in Taiwan from Song, Yuan to early Penghu Ming Dynasties (before the 17th century). In the
second section, the author focuses on the appearance of the ship route "Small Eastern Ocean" ( /]» £ ¥ )
between Taiwan and Fujian in the late Ming Dynasty and the state of ceramic trade (A. D. 1567-1621)
of the initial stage in two places. In the same section, it also attempts to explore, from the end of the
16th century until Dutch occupation of Taiwan, the role of Taiwan in the maritime trade in East Asia,
and the reason of being the illegal transit point for China and Japan. In the third section, through the
stylistic analysis of ceramics, it comparatively clarifies the relevant ceramic material objects excavated
in recent years in Taiwan, and tries to reveal their meanings.

Chapter three is "The ceramics trade (A.D. 1622-1624) during the Dutch’s occupation of Penghu
archipelago”. After United Dutch East India Company (V.O.C.) entered the trade circle of East Asia,
she was urgent to seek the trade port near China. The Penghu archipelago (Pescadores) thus became the
most striking target by the invaders. Regarding Dutch ceramics trade in Penghu islands, there are not
any historical documentation found; however, there are extremely abundant ceramic relics excavated in
the specific area (the Dutch fort in Feng-guei-wei region). Thus, the first section in this chapter presents
their discoveries and categories. The second section focuses on the relation of the excavated ceramics
between Feng-guei-wei site and the Dutch fort. Feng-guei-wei late Ming ceramics reveals the Dutch

early trade condition and its pivotal position in ceramic transit trade during Dutch colonial period.



In chapter four "Taiwan ceramics trade under the European management (A.D. 1624-1661)",
through the documents collection and statistical analysis, the first section discusses the entire
circumstances while Dutch carried on the state of ceramic transit trade in Taiwan. Then it probes
into the archaeological excavation and indicates its type as trading ceramics. The second section
discusses the residents’ imported ceramics consumption condition in Taiwan during Dutch colonial
period. Through the documentation and excavated ceramics objects, it analyzes the following in depth
such as blue and white porcelain, polychrome porcelain, white porcelain, high temperature stoneware,
low-temperature glazed ware, An-ping pot (pale green glazed jar), and other non-Chinese ceramics.
The third section discusses Spain occupation of northern Taiwan and its relevant ceramics trade
circumstance. It applies the archaeological materials of the 17th century under water and on land in
East Asia, tries to interpret the type or ceramics supplies in Spanish historical materials, and discusses
the development of ceramic transit trade of the northern Taiwan and consuming network and trader in
this period.

Chapter five "Taiwan ceramics trade in Ming-Cheng and early Qing (A.D. 1662-1700)" is divided
into three parts. The first section mainly discusses ceramic transit trade in Ming-Cheng period. The
transit trade policy was continued since Dutch colonial period by Ming-Cheng regime but through
examining the excavated objects, it can be found that the trading ceramic types and trading route had
been greatly changed. The next section analyzes the imported ceramics consumption in Ming-Cheng
period. Due to the lacks of the relevant historical documents, the analyses of the excavated relics from
this period become the valuable background to reflect all kinds of imported ceramic consumption
condition at its time. The third section focuses on Taiwanese ceramic trade and consumption (A.D.
1683-1700) in early Qing period. The ceramic trade of Taiwan in the end of thel7th century appeared
an obvious change once again because of the shifts in the political environment and trade center. The
coastal areas of China entirely opened so Taiwan lost its transit function as the trade port. On the other
hand, along the continuously increasing number of the Chinese immigrants from Fujian and Guangdong
areas, the need for imported ceramics in Taiwan switched to the local consumers instead.

Chapter six "Conclusion" includes altogether the following topics: "showing the interaction among
Taiwan, Jiangxi and Fujian in China, Japan, Southeast Asia, Dutch”, "the vitality of Taiwan as the transit
trade port", "the summit of the traffic overseas activity of Taiwan in Dutch and Ming-Cheng periods".
"the development of consuming imported ceramics for the local residences”, "the characteristics of
Taiwan built by the force and nationality", etc.... It attempts to investigate the historical significance

and importance revealed by the imported ceramics found in Taiwan in the 17th century.

Keyword: Trade ceramics, the 17th century, history of Taiwan, ceramic history, archaeological

studies of Taiwan. history of East Asia trade
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