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@ THREE STORIES FROM MY LIFE |

Three Stories from My Life I

Steve Jobs Stanford University Commencement Address, 2005

The first story is about connecting
the dots.

| dropped out of Reed College after
the first six months, but then stayed
around as a drop-in for another 18
months or so before | really quit. So

why did | drop out?

It started before | was born. My

BEAEFH=1EEFEI]

ki R - AA BT 2005 SRR IEAR K SRR g AL L6y iR ot

BRHEERFMFIIT6TABMNKT S, BROFPRRULST ]I 18
TH, REHMMERSF T ML, FAHLKSE?
EEMFEERIHE. ROVREFRINETERTE, BTFER

drop-in n. NA4E ( RABK ) Fi5 drop out iBii; iR



THE GREAT VOICE I

biological mother was a young, vnwed graduate student, and she
decided to put me up for adoption. She felt very strongly that |
should be adopted by college graduates, so everything was all
set for me to be adopted at birth by a lawyer and his wife—except
that when | popped out they decided at the last minute that they
really wanted a girl. So my parents, who were on a waiting list, got
a call in the middle of the night asking, “We’ve got an unexpected
baby boy; do you want him?” They said, “Of course.” My biological
mother found out later that my mother had never graduated from
college and that my father had never graduated from high school.
She refused to sign the final adoption papers. She only re/enfed a few

months later when my parents promised that | would go to college.

HIRIELELE, FICARRELULRA BT WIREUIA N MNFFIROVAR ZEE
SEASFHE, N, EHESILE—NRINXPWFR. BRLEREN
2, BREEZENRBAERE—ZIRIES, HAIBEF—1T%
o B, IR BRELEN—NKE, OMBRGCEKNFRE, E—K¥R
PERIEF-BRIE: "B -IFIINEENSE, RINBAFFE
137 " NNLESER: “BRB. " GF, UBNESBNBRNFEXEG
SRS, MIEOFRXNESPERETE, WRBENFH LIRS
£ LTAB, ANARXBRIERR—ESIUTERZG, HOSES
FUER. FOIAEMFLAITTF SFER-

unwed adj. A0 relent . ERF; Tidfe, Sk



4 THREE STORIES FROM MY LIFE |

This was the start in my life.

And 17 years later | did go to college. But | chose a college
that was almost as expensive as Stanford, and all of my working-
class parents’ savings were being spent on my college tuition. After
six months, | couldn’t see the value in it. | had no idea what | wanted
to do with my life and no idea how college was going to help me
figure it out. And here | was spending all of the money my parents
had saved their entire life. So | decided to drop out and trust that it
would all work out okay. It was pretty scary at the time, but looking
back it was one of the best decisions | ever made. The minute |
dropped out | could stop taking the required classes that didn’t

interest me, and begin dropping in on the ones that looked far more

1TEE, BB LIKS. BRE, RALAMIERERS —MFR/LFR
HTBe— I ROARS, MBALFHMEVFRENGEERBEEMMES 3 7
NZF%H. 6 THAB, HEANBSFILIEWHME. MEARE, HHANE
BECHETBETHZ, OANE LASENHRBH LR, RMEAT
WD, BRI IMIINEFTAEORE. L, FREKRS, &
MEERLRILELS, BENKENE. ESXE, L2858
RE, JIELORER, BARRLEFMINRAEEIRE. MIIKS
BUABZIFTIE, FRFIBAMA AL AROKBOIMIER, MBEHREEE

naively adv. TAHL; R AIZ%H

QCCRy,
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THE GREAT VOICE 11

interesting.

It wasn’t all romantic. | didn’t have a dorm room, so | slept on
the floor in friends’ rooms. | returned coke bottles for the five cent
deposits to buy food with, and | would walk the seven miles across
town every Sunday night to get one good meal a week at the Hare
Krishna temple. | loved it. And much of what | stumbled into by
following my curiosity and intuition turned out to be priceless later
on. Let me give you one example:

Reed College at that time offered perhaps the best calligraphy
instruction in the country. Throughout the campus every poster,
every label on every drawer, was beautifully hand calligraphed.

Because | had dropped out and didn’t have to take the normal

EHABLRE. BRBES, AUREEETAREENMRLE,
AOW— M=ol RigsIs 08K 01z280. BEIEXKR EHREEETEE, 5
TAF MR, RDENEHNZRAAB@EIZINEE, RERIPENE
M. BMEHF, REBECHBHSER, MEBCENNSRE. FIBK
BIBSLUEEE, FRSEATMOAEDBE, NI HELEZRNG D FzE
IS AR IE:

LN BRIV BEREAMEEERBH. REANE—KER

stumble into  REFHEAN; BERAAN calligraphy n. #:%



@ THREE STORIES FROM MY LIFE |

classes, | decided to take a calligraphy class to learn how to do
this. | learned about ser/f and san serif typefaces, about varying the
amount of space between different letter combinations, about what
makes great /ypography great. It was beautiful, historical, artistically
subtle in a way that science can’t capture, and | found it fascinating.

None of this had even a hope of any practical appliéation in my
life. But ten years later, when we were designing the first Macintosh
computer, it all came back to me. And we designed it all into the
Mac. It was the first computer with beautiful typography. If | had
never dropped in on that single course in college, the “Mac” would
have never had multiple typefaces or proportionally spaced fonis.

And since Windows just copied the Mac, it’s likely that no personal -

£, 8- HEOGE LEERRNFTEER. BABRKFET, FAEELE
iR, FTUFRERE EBER. RFE I BEHLFTRSTALTR, F
23 WAEAEFHAGEETEFEE, B IBBIENRARIER. HE6Y
ER RS EARERFATEMIRN, FHIAAEEZEAN.
BMEBERE S UL RBENHNE TR LRMER, NiZ105F
&, BEARUTE-ESERITENN, BRI BEMFENRA, AL
PR ABERA SERMZUTE, WEEE—BREITHRERFAEIT
Btl. EABHRNBERNAR, ERUEMASBZEFTRAFLEE

serif n. A% typography n. (7R ) P RIK
font n. Fik



THE GREAT VOICE i

computer would have them. If | had never dropped out, | would have
never dropped in on that calligraphy class, and personal computers
might not have the wonderful typography that they do. Of course it
was impossible to connect the dots looking forward when | was in
college. But it was very, very clear looking backwards 10 years later.
Again, you can’t connect the dots looking forward; you can
only connect them looking backwards. So you have to trust that
the dots will somehow connect in your future. You have to trust
in something—your oui, destiny, life, «7r72, whatever—because
believing that the dots will connect down the road will give you the
confidence to follow your heart, even when it leads you off the e

vorn path, and that will make all the difference.

BT BAREWindows &R IER, BARIFRNRZELPEIRR,
AABNELCABREBAASLMANABINILLZRFH. SR,
FEXFE, FYgERELBRMERERE—E, BHEI10FBHS
X, BHRBOME, X—-1)ETEEIFEEL.

BRIE—R, IRAAJESEREMNSIEBEGER, TOMADELS
R. [ABELROME, R SRMLSTEBY2EVEKR. L, BIE
5, IRIEMZMHN, BESIRRENEEBHKER. IRFEIBERL
KB, IRNER. iz £5. RGN = [ERB TIPS, HAR
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Three Stories from My Life Il

Steve J ObOEﬂahKﬂdlﬂﬂvaqﬂV(ANHHkﬂL%rwplhuuhﬁb 2005

My second story is about love and
loss.

| was lucky—I found what | loved
to do early in life. Woz and | started
Apple in my parents’ ;2202 when | was

20. We worked hard, and in 10 years

Apple had grown from just the two of

us in a garage into a two billion dollar

BAEFH=1EE1
¥ E Kk - BT 2005 AN EAR K FE L B eI

BHUE-ITHE, BXTESKZE

HRFEEL, HARREMNEB B, 2058, AKX
ERRENFEEBHEISERBMAT . HPHhILIE, AFAELUEI0
FEBM—REFEEERBRTIMKFOVIMELT R S —XATBE4
TAL AFFKR202EZN EH AT AHRI0SHE, BRI —FHED

aarage n. FJFE



THE GREAT VOICE I

company with over 4,000 employees. We’d just released our finest
creation—the Macintosh—a year earlier, and | had just turned 30.

And then | got fired. How can you get fired from a company you
started? Well, as Apple grew we hired someone who | thought was
very talented to run the company with me, and for the first year
or so things went well. But then our visions of the future began to
diverge and eventually we had a falling out. When we did, our Zoard
of Directors sided with him. And so at 30, | was out. And very publicly
out. What had been the focus of my entire adult life was gone, and it
was devastating.

| really didn’t know what to do for a few months. | felt that |

had let the previous generation of enfrepreneurs down—that | had

SARARENTB—ERITTEN.

ZEHRHEERES . — T ABLSRKECINN L TRE IIB? 1T,
BEESERATMAWILA, HEBEES —PHRINIRES FORICKERH —
BEE2ENT, hEMse/IFHBKR TSNS IEFINIRROEIR
B, FMMREREDEDR, MESTISTEMARL, FMIHEETLI0SEIH
fix, MRATASKIEEIIEINERRE 5 o SEROOMAEFTE L —TFFEHA
ZfF3, WAE S BEELCRREESEH &0

BILTH, HETHEZMELEH 2. BREHS W ROVFIZENLE

diverge ». o3 Board of Directors $%4

devastating adj. & RM8y; SAEIFH entrepreneur n. &X R



4@ THREE STORIES FROM MY LIFE 11

dropped the baion as it was being passed to me. | met with David
Packard and Bob Noyce and tried to apologize for screwing up so
badly. | was a very public failure, and | even thought about running
away from the valley. But something slowly began to dawn on me: |
still loved what | did. The turn of events at Apple had not changed
that one bit. | had been rejected, but | was still in love. And so |
decided to start over.

| didn’t see it then, but it turned out that getting fired from Apple
was the best thing that could have ever happened to me. The
heaviness of being successful was replaced by the lightness of
being a beginner again, less sure about everything. It freed me to

enter one of the most creative periods of my life.

3, BRIEMNRGHENENEFES . HMEEINHIBELAINEL - 18
RRBABIDRF/RATEVERS) - BEHATER, SFHENBREMICSIER
3o FHAL S ARRPEWEVESE, E2BRBEFES. B2,
R, BKIBERFEEIOMLSIF. FERLHOVALBBELELBIL
HAZEOHXiB. BRAWSTE S, BIROVGEIRET, PAUIREMK
%o '

SRR, BRMEER, RERTRENRBNEGH. RINBIE
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baton n. #h# dawn on  #IEE, HARE




