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Amazing character of Chinese characters—
1ntegrat10n“§f calhgrapw and painting
A Rﬁface)

XFERIDFEFORE, R A RAE T
B EREEMEEXF, FRPE M EELF,
P F A A RS, RENFEERESE,®
WFHE EHAER L, 7 Sl UES= i
HEMLHE N EE—HE, F LA T it A TR
WEHEEHANE &, ES S SIATE k-
WA AT RIS R, BERAEFSZFHR.

FAHAFRAF/ "R, EERIDE S FHER,
H B A AT il Al “FEE—"NFRERY!

Scripts are symbols that record sounds. There are two ways of
4 creating scripts in the world—

Creating meaning through pictures and symbols forms a morphemic
script, while transcribing sound values forms a phonetic script.
There are advantages and disadvantages for both ways. I prefer

Chinese character which combines both pictograph and phonetics.
The phonetics of the Chinese character is expressed in pictures,
simple in form while clear in phonetics.

The art of writing is the same in calligraphy as well as in painting;

the painting within the character forces the
observer to careful scrutiny.
Chinese characters are the fruits of the wisdom and endeavor of
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ancient Chinese people. They are a treasure of Chinese culture.
With 60,000 variants, Chinese characters are difficult to learn, and a
phonetic input method does not work with a variety of dialects.
Fortunately, a man of superior talent discovered the basic
strokes from the character “ k", fro;n which stroke
decoding was invented and this
greatly enhanced the study of Chinese language.
Striving to create miracles, I discovered the amazing character
of Chinese characters—integration of

calligraphy and painting!

i
Notes :

I WERERCEIHNA RHRL, BRFFERREIERR
PR, PR R R B AR o

Chinese characters are morphemes with phonetic value, but the
phonetic value does not always hold true ( the sound of the
pictographic element can easily be confused with the sound of the
phonetic component) .

2. “KRENE"HPEHTRBERN K" FRRB T NFH/\FE
AEE L BB LR R A

Calligraphers in Ancient China discovered that all eight basic strokes
that form a Chinese character are contained in the character “ 7"
[yong, “forever” |; they are; the dot, the horizontal stroke, the
vertical stroke, the down stroke to the left, the down stroke to the
right, the upward stroke, the turning stroke and the hook.



% .i” e B
i3 Introductio

<igsan g
Vo

}~
n

e .
| RBREA AR, S0 360 AENF, TENTH 15
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There are altogether 360 ancient Chinese characters in this book;
fifteen of them are repeated-in different categories and are marked with

“ ”

*

= AR U LE B A SCEES .
Ancient Chinese characters in this book include inscriptions on

oracle bones and seal characters.

=, ABEERE (%) ABCERETELNEY) W4,
DAE R AT DA% — R = K55l

The book has two parts—radicals ( radicals that indicate the actual
meaning of the character) and contents ( objects that are commonly
seen or used in everyday life). This will make it easier for the readers
to draw an analogy and draw inferences about other cases from one
instance.

. B A X DT, RO T USRS SN F BT
ERREYE WE (RAESRMR) W ZAYE, SAHRIMNEENEHAL
BT A RN REK A FR.

Through appreciation of the ancient Chinese characters in this
book, we expect to make it easier to understand the scientific principles
behind the formation, as well as the artistry of the shape, of ancient
Chinese characters. We also hope, through this book, to carry forward




the amazing intelligence and wisdom of our forefathers, and enhance

our profound pride as Chinese nation.

B AR 100 EET B, Kb &H B2 240 N IFE,#E
W gkT, 2 AT LARSCART , 35 > AR

This book includes 100 exercises on 240 ancient Chinese characters
that are introduced in the book. The exercises are aimed to help the
readers learn new things by restudying the old and enhance the readers’
enthusiasm in the study.

N\ AHBATLLE 2008 424 A 405 ) CGERR LT ) B Ab, i1 B F
. i

This book complements my other book “ A Crash Course in
Chinese Characters” that was published in 2008. This book is of a
higher level than the previously published one.

L. 4, HNFERCE AT EL. B, FNFHEE
FIEA— B T B SO P IR AR 7 G A, B A
251/,

Although ancient Chinese characters have been replaced by
simplified Chinese characters, they are still widely used by people
today, as much for their perfect integration of calligraphy and painting,
their rich cultural connotations, as well as their great aesthetic value.

N AFARERZ IR /N EEUW, UL R thAMDGE B4
SE[HH,

This book is intended for university students of arts, teachers in
primary or middle schools, as well as Chinese or foreign lovers of the
Chinese language.

i, BAFBFEE, QO MEE S| E, HRREERA R, BiFF
#F EEMIE IEH

I wrote this book in hope that it can inspire people to write better



ones. Due to my limited knowledge, errors and mistakes may occur in
this book. I would be grateful should there be any suggestions or advice
from readers or scholars.

+ . BRI RE O B R it Y L B BRSO R
KRS BRI EAMILT .

Here I would like to express my deepest gratitude toward Editor Xu
Jing, for his meticulous examination and proof-reading, and to Ms. Qu
Ying for her accurate translation. My sincere thanks and love go to my
wife and son, who have been my most devoted supporters and helpers.

£ E

Author

2012410 A 31 HF L#}=
o Shanghai,

31" October ;2012
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1. fFamz=F?

What is a written language?

XFRIEXBETNFSRE, BE L () WESE, RIZEE
BHIBAE, R EA 400 ZRCF, RE 56 MRES, RE 22 MR
A LF

A written language is a system of symbols that records speech. It
is an integrated body of sound and form ( meaning), a carrier of '
information. There are more than 400 writing systems in the world.
Among the 56 nationalities -in-China, only 22 have their own written
languages.

2. XFHIFhAe

Types of written languages

R B SCE AT AT,

There are two types of written languages in the world.

1) ERXF: AARKINFE, ARFREKHTE. ﬁ%%
. HTHE DRk, W, 3GEFR " EEbook”

Phonetic language. This kind of language uses some limited
number of letters to represent the vowel and consonant morphemes and
to write and pronounce. For example, the Chinese character “45” is
pronounced “book” in English.




2) BERXF HEHMEARBRREEE. W,0. 4. .

Morphemic language. It utilizes simplified pictures and forms to
express ideas. For example, (). 4. /M. /i ...

3. NFHEZ?

How many Chinese characters are there?

ROFHEAET 22 FE R P ES—BFHCRURT) + , g
9 353 NMF,BREFATF 1 163 MF, 08 190 MEWF .

Xu Shen, a scholar in East Han Dynasty, spent 22 years on his
Analytical Dictionary of Characters, the first dictionary of Chinese
characters in history. In his dictionary, he collected 9,353 Chinese
characters in total. Excluding 1,163 variants, Xu’s dictionary actually

encompasses 8,190 ancient Chinese characters.

- REBEREW(REBFH) B, T 49 030 MUF,
The Qing Dynasty Kangxi Dictionary, edited by Zhang Yushu, et

al, collected 49,030 Chinese characters.

1915 4F i R AR K7 1) 744 48 000 NLF

The Comprehensive Chinese Character Dictionary, published in
1915, has a collection of roughly 48 ,000 Chinese characters.

1982 4F H i ity  PUE K F 1) LB 56 000 4
More than 56, 000 Chinese characters are listed in the Grand
Chinese Dictionary, published in 1982.

1964 £E3CALES BR A AR B C ERLE FR DU 732 ) UL 6196

Mo
Common Chinese Characters for Printing, issued in 1964 by the
Department of Culture and Department of Education, includes 6,196

Chinese characters.



(PEARIEMERR R HER B RHEANF RIS FRE (EEX
) ) B —FINF 3 755 MUF
In People’s Republic of China National Standard Chinese

Ideograms Coded Character Set for Information Interchange ( Basic

Set) , 3,755 Chinese characters are included at the basic level.

BZ, WFRFHA6 T(NEHNFA L TF), HRANFN
37554,

In all, there are about 60, 000 Chinese characters ( including
around 10,000 ancient Chinese characters), among which only 3,755

are commonly used.

4. NFHRR

Characteristics of Chinese characters

WFR—FMITRILHIERICT I RARETIENER. B
BXAL BXHE, R—FRBEENXFZ—, BE EARE
24k

A Chinese character is a square-shaped morphemic symbol, with a
tendency to indicate the sound of the character. The Chinese script is
one of the ideal writing systems of the world, as each character contains
both its meaning and its pronunciation. However, there are still

shortcomings ;

1) FRFAEAREAR S (XBEFHRETESRE)
It is not scientific to replace the phonetic signs with pictographs, as

ideograms and phonograms are easily confused with each other.

2) HAEFAER. W, FEHANEL” (gong) , BAEE
“IL” (jiang)

There are big differences between the ancient pronunciations and
the modern ones. For example, “7I.” was originally pronounced
“gong”, while presently it is pronounced “jiang”.




3) BRI (c8), " (c) T T M) 5
TR (U A KR R T A

Some phonetic signs are omitted. “#” (cé&, “scheme”) contains
the phonetic sign “ #§|” (ci, “thon”), but the element “ I ”
(“knife” ) is omitted; similarly, the “[1” (“mouth”) has been taken
away from “#kX” (chui, “to cook”), between “:k” (“fire”) and

““ K" ( “ to owev) ) .

4) FERHUEIE, ARER, 0,38 (%) () 5E(X) , FHE, A
AR B, ZECHE SR TF)9353 MNMUFH, & 81% (7697 4~) WL
Frfl 174 REEEH A .

Many phonograms are only close in sound, but not exactly
identical. For instance, “X%” (i, “chicken”) and “Z&” (X, a
surname ) have similar, but not identical sounds. Of the 9,353 Chinese
characters included in Analytical Dictionary of Characters, 81%
(7,697) are phonograms, of which only a quarter can be pronounced

directly according to their phonetic signs.

5. RFHEFTE

The formation of the Chinese characters

VFAECBESURT) 1, R AB7 31, BRI 2B JEH 18
HOFRE BAESRR SR RS R R A, HIERE T
ERARE 28BS 165 R,

In Analytical Dictionary of Characters, Xu Shen came up with
“the six categories of Chinese characters™, that is, pictograms,
ideogrammatic compounds, picto-phonetic compound characters,
associatve charater, phonetic loan characters, and derivative cognates.

“

Actually “ derivative cognates” and “ phonetic loan characters” are
historical conventions, the four remaining categories are sufficient to

contain the formation of all characters.



EFIE R wE | HF
Way of creating Characteristics Number | Examples
1. & ”
pictographic @?’ 264 J1| H
characters pleture
2. %ﬁ Z - R R
associative @ﬁ’ +[§. + 1263 | B | 3%
chatacters picture + picture + ...
(1) &£ + 7/ (B
pictograph (left) + phonetic sign & | 4
(right)
(2) £/ (BAF) + HE
3. phonf:tic sign (l.eft) ( ideograph ) p ]
. icto-phonetic ¥~piesogriph Lright)
Ehara(gers 165
(3) B + FHE(EM)
pictograph (up) + phonetic sign %
(down)
(4) LA (EFF) + T
phonetic sign (up) + pictograph hrsd
(down)
(1) FE + 55 7
4. /HE picture + symbol
indicative 129
characters (2) 4ifF s .
pure symbol

6. NFHEXEE

Basic strokes of Chinese characters

MEEFREM—m () . ZEENTFHERRNEAL, BT
THREZ (AREAZ WM RA/\Fh, T HEE PR K F R, RN
“KFINE '

A stroke refers to the movement one makes that starts from putting
the pen to the paper and ends when raising the pen from it. A stroke is
the smallest unit of Chinese calligraphy. Though multitudinous in

number, Chinese characters only have eight basic strokes, all of which




are included in the character “ 7k” (yodng, “forever”), hence the

nickname “The Eight Principles/Strokes of the Character ‘yong'”.

& dot
¥ horizontal stroke

# upward stroke........wweeeee

#r turning stroke
# down stroke to the left
# down stroke to the right

% vertical Stroke ... %) hook

7. NFRTEHE

FEX——&X —— k¥ 7% 3 £33
(&) (Bh%E3C) (ABC) (%%) official
oracle bone  bronze script  large seal script  small seal script  script of
script (inscriptions on  (inscriptions on (seal script Qin
(oracles) bronze bells drum-shaped  of Qin Dynasty)  Dynasty
and tripods) stone blocks)
| L |
i
] L o
Shang Dynasty Zhou Dynasty - Qin Dynasty J
HXF
Ancient Chinese characters
F® —— EH B¢ 4 e A
official script (B, 4. XF) regular script semi-cursive simplified
of Han cursive script ) script Chinese
Dynasty (zhangcao,jincao, character
kuangcao)
I
B [hd nE WER —— #H+H
after Wei and New China

Han Dynasty Wei and Jin
Dynasties Jin Dynasties

-
v

Modern Chinese characters

NG

Summary ;

1) FRETRHEN, ATTREELRRRN, HPAZXAR

The changing of styles is a gradual process and does not follow a



linear course; there are also periods when two styles overlapped.

2) WFRREH BB mESR(BEK) BIFFS (HFR) ; KB,

The general trend of the development of Chinese characters is: from
picture ( ideographic ) to symbol ( abstract), from complex to

simple.

8. NEMBEMERL T ZEH

Examples of variants of nine radicals

en | b O

2. 5 Q’fgﬁﬁ%%&g it

e PUED
o ) (ARR IR E
5. KFH * }ﬁ

o AR
tsiiis,

S slglVieln
9. Tk h(’“‘ﬂhﬂ




