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------ PREFACE

Culture is the active soul of one city.

Chengdu is the hometown of Chinese local chronicles, and a city full of rich culture.Chengdu,
being one of the important birthplaces of the ancient shu civilization, is in the upper echelon of China’s
historical and cultural cities, possessing unique and profound historical connotations. History truly
records a nation’s or a country’s formation, development, prosperity, and decline. It also serves as the
confluence where human knowledge, experience, and wisdom flow together. All of these are considered
valuable resources for the urban culture in Chengdu. The manifestation of the city’s specific cultural
characteristics and its inheritance of historical connotations endeavors to construct a Chengdu which
will be deeply filled with a cultural atmosphere and humanistic spirit that results in an agreeable place
to reside, a suitable site for investment, and an attractive setting within which to work—a location with
a highly-degreed cultural self~consciousness and a distinctive brand of urban culture. All these efforts
aim to let the cultural glamour fully burst out, and enable Chengdu'’s history and culture to always
accompany the ancient and well-known city through future generations and to further develop and
shine with greater brilliance. It is the bounden duty of every local Chengdu citizen to carry out the
above-mentioned undertakings.

Emphasis on the study of history, placing an importance on historical experience and its
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application; skill at finding out the right direction through constant understanding and mastering the
law of history; ability to draw on, for reference, the various useful experiences of the administration of
countries or communities in history; learning the Chinese nation’s outstanding traditional culture and
the lofty spiritual pursuits. From the above learning, we obtain spiritual encouragement, sublimate an
ideological level, cultivate moral sentiments, perfect our character and morals, nurture an upright grand
spirit and continuously contribute to the party and people’s cause. It is the above-mentioned qualities
that every local Chengdu citizen must possess.

A city is the carrier of culture, and culture is the soul of the city. The cultural guidance functions
as an important spiritual power, which pushes sciences to advance while simultaneously serving as
an important ideological guarantee, which supports social harmony. While maintaining economic
construction as the central task, we should consciously take the cultural prosperity and development as
a basic requirement for the thorough implementation of the scientific development outlook, propelling
the development of the cultural construction in harmony with the advancement of the varied
construction of economics, politics, society, and ecological civilization. We are now implementing the
spirit of the CPC Party’s Fourth Plenary Session of the Seventh Central Committee. We should take
it as an opportunity, fully understanding culture’s leading role in the economic and social development,
and bringing it into full play in its role. At the same time we should vigorously implement Chengdu’s
cultural innovation development strategy, make known to the public the cultural characteristics of
Chengdu, create the excellent works of Chengdu’s culture, and make great efforts to construct Chengdu
city to be a cultural high ground , which will be compatible with its economic development highland in
West China.

We should integrate the unique cultural tradition of “Great Cultural Learning in Sichuan” with
a modern learning-type family, inherit the cultural characters and humanistic feelings of Chengdu’s
sages and scholars from past dynasties, glorify and invigorate the unique, non-conservative cultural
atmosphere and manifest Chengdu’s humanistic spirit. By taking the series of “Cultured Chengdu”
as a platform, we should organically combine the age-old cultural atmosphere with modern spiritual
civilization construction, recover the pastoral-life ideal of “ploughing and reading passing through the
generations of a family” return to the traditional social governance operated by the Chinese nation’s
liyue custom and push forward Chengdu’s harmonious development. We should conscientiously tap the
long-standing and profound connotations of the local history and culture, incorporating the “spiritual
home” construction with the tapping program, and creation of an outstanding local culture so as to let
the past and present shine brilliantly together, carry forward our inheritance, and allow its features and
highlights to take shape. All these efforts will enable the “cultured Chengdu” to function as an important
carrier, which constantly enhance and meet people’s spiritual and cultural needs.
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