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SELF-PREFACE

In May 1989, I started my trip for the entrance exams of the Sth institution by train No.
69 Nanchang-Beijing. Almost 1 month before that,I was busy running about Jingdezhen,
Wuhan,Shanghai and Hangzhou to participate the entrance exams held seperately by
Jingdezhen Ceramic Institution,Hubei Fine Arts Institution,Zhejiang Fine Arts Institu-
tion as well as the Fine Arts Department of Jiangxi Normal University.After receiving
the admission notices of all of them,I made the most important decision in my life—
choose Central Academy of Fine Arts.

During 4 years previous to that, I taught fine arts, history and geography in a middle
school in Anyi County,Jiangxi province as a temporary teacher. According to current
teaching standard,my work might probably under the level—I knew how poor my knowl-
edge could be.

In 1988, thanks to a friend's help,I painted ceramic pictures for almost half a year in a
ceramic plant in Jingdezhen which indicates little hope in the future.Then it came to
September 1989, I could finally make a deep breath,and went to No.5 Shuaifuyuan with
the quilt my mother made for me.However,I found all the other 7 classmates were from
the attached middle school of CAFA,Zhejiang Fine Arts Institution,and Beijing Normal
Institution.Being glad as their classmate,l also sensed that my basic skills must be the
poorest among them,and I determined to lose no time as how precious it is in the next 4
years.

The first semester began. Mr. Han Guozheng taught us drawing.The subject is a tree-
root and a mass of ragged weather-clothes.Although being excited for the fresh subject,
I still failed to grab its nature.During such training, I gradually understand artistic
creation.In the last half of the 1st semester,Mr.Lu Chen taught us the compostition of
ink and wash.It's he who played a key role to inspire me on considering art with artistic
logic.From then on ,I began to sense my change after entered into CAFA.

Mr.Li Shaowen is the one who nourished me most.Now and then,I still recall some
details in his lectrues,from which I learned the self-control on artistic creation.During
the 4 years,] meant to imitate Mr.Tian Liming as well as other tutors.On teaching the
traditional landscape copy, Mr.Jia Youfu required us taste the very details in master-
pieces as a necessary background for judging artwork by oneself and absdrbing nutri-
tion and digesting it.So I didn't neglect those works with the feature of imitating in this
catalogue—they are the honest record of my art.

If the art I devote to could accompany me all the life,I hope it could present an original
"ego".If I could taste some intersts from my life, I hope the art could express it truely.
I always tend to employ some intimate language,to express myself clearly,more clearly,
more and more clearly. Into is a popular word in my dictionary.In November 1995,1
participated the Info exhibition with 2 other artists in Beijing International Art Gallery.
On the one hand,this exhibition offered me exchanging experience, On the other hand,I
consider it a key point in my art experience.In some way,it's a starting-point for the 3
young artists.

Almost 10 years past around Into.Most works during this period could only be shown to
myself.But I still select them into this catalogue—anyway,they used to inspire me at the
every time.That's something I wish to express,but I failed to do it clearly enough.
Therefor, I tolerate most of the less qualified works in the book.

Lei Ziren
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