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Abstract

This thesis is an educational discourse analysis based on mass media. With the
method of Frame Analysis, a quantitative analytical technique based on the qualitative
coding of media texts, this thesis analyzes the discourse structure and characteristics of
the news report, review and discussion about the national education policy issue of “sol-
ving the problem of Unreasonable Charge for Education” , presented on China Education
Daily, China Youth Daily and Education BBS on SOHU networks. This research comes
to the following conclusions

There are three main patterns of education policy discourse on mass media while
framing education policy issue: Education Policy Mobilization, Education Policy Argu-
ment and Education Policy Interest Expression. China Education Daily constitutes the
discourse patterns of Education Policy Mobilization. China Youth Daily constitutes the
discourse pattern of Education Policy Argument. And Education BBS on SOHU networks
constitutes the discourse pattern of Education Policy Interest Expression.

The distribution of the right of access to media among education policy related ac-
tors is not homogeneous. The intentions or views of policy makers, executants and public
opinion representatives are mainly presented on mainstream print education-specialized
media. Researchers and media reviewers express their views and opinions mainly on ma-
instream-society print media. Some education policy actors who are in a disadvantageous
status in education system, such as teachers, students and their parents, with little
chance to express their voice on mainstream media, mainly make use of Internet BBS to
express their policy appeals.

There are distinctive differences in policy discourse structure and characteristics
among the education policy related actors inside or outside the government. In the educa-
tion policy process, Different education policy actors express or communicate their policy
intentions, opinions and appeals consciously or unconsciously by making use of the pub-

lic discourse platform of mass media. And in face of the same issue, based on different
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standpoint, different education policy actors are likely to adopt different rhetoric prefer-
ence to evaluate a given policy problem or behavior, and to make use of different media
to express their intentions, opinion or appeals.

There is a periodic development in some aspects of media discourse of education
policy. In order to influence the public cognition, keep the social visibility of education
policy issue, or provide public sphere for policy argument, mainstream print media
make use of frame strategies such as corresponding to governmental agenda, consonance
effect among media, positive/negative report of typical model, policy mobilization and
argument, news resources selection and rhetoric mood to set education policy issue sali-
ence on media agenda.

With Frame Analysis of patterns of education policy discourse on mass media, this
thesis provides a referenced framework to analyze media discourse and media function in
education policy process; and at the same time, explores the research procedures to an-

alyze media agenda of education policy issues.
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