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PaART 1

Context Clues

. Basic Skills

Efficient reading requires the use of various problem-solving skills. For
example.it is impossible for you to know the exact meaning of every word you
read, but by developing your guessing ability, you will be able to understand
enough to arrive at the total meaning of a sentence, a paragraph, or an essay.
These exercises are designed to help you improve your ability to guess the
meaning of unfamiliar words by using context clues. (Context clues refer to the
sentence and the paragraph in which a word occurs. ) In using the context to
decide on the meaning of a word, you have to use your knowledge of grammar and
your understanding of the author’s ideas. Although there is no formula which you
can memorize to improve your ability to guess the meaning of unfamiliar words,
you should keep the following points in mind:

1. Use the meanings of other words in the sentence or paragraph and the
meaning of the sentence as a whole to reduce the number of possible meanings.

2. Use grammar and punctuation clues which point to the relationships among
the various parts of the sentence.

3. Use your general or common knowledge of the world.

4. Be satisfied with a general idea about the unfamiliar word; the exact
definition or synonym is not always necessary.

5. Learn to recognize situations in which it is not necessary to know the
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meanings of the word.

Each of the sentences in this sample contains a blank in order to encourage
you to look only at the context provided as you try to determine the possible
meanings of the missing word. Read each sentence and supply a word for each
blank. You must use context clues to help you provide a word which is suitable in

terms of” grammar and meaning.

1.1 removed the ~ from the shelf and began to read.

2. Bob is a thief;he would ~ the gold from his grandmother’s teeth and
not feel guilty.

3. Our uncle wasa _ ,an incurable wanderer who could never stay in one
place.

4. Unlike his brother, who is truly a handsome person, Hogartty is quite

5. But surely everyone knows that if you step on an egg,it will
6. Tom got a new for his birthday. It is a sports model, red,with white

inside and bucket seats.

. ... Explanation

1.1 removed the ~ from the shelf and began to read.
book magazine novel newspaper

The number of things that can be taken from a shelf and read is so few that
the word “book™ probably jumped into your mind at once. Here the association or
connection between the object and the purpose for which it is used is so close that
you have very little difficulty in guessing the right word.

2. Bob is a thief;he would ~ the gold from his grandmother’s teeth and
not feel guilty.

steal take

Bob is a thief. A thief steals. The semicolon (;) shows that the sentence
which follows contains an explanation of the first statement. Furthermore. you
know the definition of a “thief” is:a person who steals.

3. Our uncle was a »an incurable wanderer who never could stay in one
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place.
traveler drifter roamer nomad

The comma(,) following the blank shows a phrase in apposition, that is,a
word or a group of words which could be used as a synonym of the unfamiliar
word. The words below the sentence are all synonyms of “wanderer”.

4. Unlike his brother, who is truly a handsome person, Hogartty is quite

ugly homely plain

Hogartty is the opposite of his brother, and since his brother is handsome,
Hogartty must be ugly. The word “unlike” signals the relationship between
Hogartty and his brother.

5. But surely everyone knows that if you step on an egg, it will

break

You recognize the cause and effect relationship® in this sentence, There is
only one thing that can happen to an egg when it is stepped on.

6. Tom got anew  for his birthday. It is a sports model, red, with white
inside and bucket seats.

car
The description in the second sentence gives you the information you need to

guess the word “car”.

. Exercises

In the following exercises, try to develop your ability to guess the meaning of
the boldface words or phrases by using context clues. Read each sentence carefully

and then tick off the correct choice among A, B,C and D.

.... Exercise 1

1. Charles asked the bank for a small loan so that he could repair his house.
A. sum of money  B. load C. tool D. road

2. One who is destitute has a great need for food and clothing.
A. very tall B. very poor C. very rich D. dead

3. The flowers in the vase withered because they had no water.

A. became sweeter B. became red C. became dry D. became white
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-4. The bullet hit and maimed the young soldier for life.

A. wounded B. saved C. beat D. made
5. That old man was so decrepit that he could hardly walk.
A. weak B. strong C. healthy D. decayed

6. Just for fun, they decided to try a very circuitous country road instead of the

more direct highway.

A. direct B. indirect C. straight D. circulatory

7. That museum is so immense that it will be impossible to see all the exhibits in
one day.
A. small B. large C. dull D. medium-sized

8. The wind made the kite soar high above the trees in the park.
A. run B. fly C. sail D. soak

9. Some of the prospectors who came to California to look for gold and silver were
successful.
A. engineers B. doctors C. miners D. soldiers

10. A lot of men were killed during the fierce battles of the American Civil War?,
A. peaceful B. violent C. ugly D. fruitful

i... Exercise 2

1. A tropical rain forest is very lush because it receives much rain.

A. green B. yellow C. brown D. red

2. Trying to control a wild animal can be perilous.
A. dangerous B. easy C. interesting D. peaceful

3. The land is fertile; the farmers can grow many kinds of crops there.
A. fruitful B. fruitless C. poor D. hopeless

4. Unfortunately, the farmer discovered too late that the land he had bought was barren.
A. fruitful B. poor C. rich D. hopeful

5. The professor was chosen to teach the course because of his expertise on the
subject.
A. interest B. drive C. knowledge D. expert

6. The cake was so scrumptious that Cindy ate quite a few pieces.
A.bad B. delicious C. hard D. tasteless

7. Some children eat too many sweets and their teeth become decayed.
A. bad or rotten B. good and strong
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C. nice and clean D. hard and solid
8. John moved from New York to a small farm because he prefers rural living.
A. city B. town C. country D. foreign
9. It was difficult to keep law and order in the Old West because of all the
outlaws,
A. law-keepers B. lawbreakers  C.lawmakers D. law-supporters

10. The city was devastated by the powerful earthquake.
A. destroyed B. repaired C. built D. renewed

... Exercise 3

1. 1 begged the family not to kill the wild animal, and they finally listened to my
pleas.
A. requests B. questions C. suggestions D. pleasures

SV

. As the fat man sat down, the chair collapsed under him, with a loud noise of
tearing canvas.
A. rose B. broke C. jumped D. cooperated

3. Your library permit expires next month. If you want to borrow more books, you
must request a new one.
A. starts B. begins C. ends D. exports

4. The whole region is sparsely populated;our nearest neighbor lives ten miles away.
A. thinly B. thickly C. over D. fast

5. Instead of complaining to me that you are ailing, you should see a doctor to find
out what’s wrong with you.
A. well B.ill C. hungry D. aiding

6. Not wanting to disturb the sleeping little cat, I gingerly lift her from the box
and put her on a blanket near the heater.
A. carelessly B. hurriedly C. carefully D. hastily

7. The man behaved furtively and the policeman thought he might be the thiefl who
stole the money.
A. secretly B. bravely C. slowly D. openly

8. My first impression of Tom was really not good. He did his homework

haphazardly. In a short essay of 500 words, there were 30 spelling mistakes.

A. skillfully B. carelessly C. carefully D. cautiously

9. The old house is in perfect conditions because it has recently been renovated.
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A. restored B. damaged C. destroyed D. decayed
10. The president resumed his speech after the audience had stopped applauding.
A. stopped B. went on with C. gave up D. reviewed

.... Exercise 4

1. Joe built a new house in a remote area of the desert so that he could be away
from the city.
A. near B. beautiful C. faraway D. ugly

2. Jack was thrilled to find out that he had won a special award for his work.
A. angry B. nervous C. excited D. sad

3. Very small infants who are still feeding on" their mother’s milk are protected

from colds and other diseases.

A. babies B. grown-ups C. nurses D. infantry

4. Mary is very prudent with her money; therefore, she never buys expensive
things.
A. free B. careful C. careless D. proud

5. Jane dominated the conversation so much that nobody else had a chance to
speak. '
A. controlled B. spoke C. dismissed D. started

6. Large freighters carry all kinds of goods or products across oceans to foreign
countries.
A. trains B. trucks C. ships D. buses

7. The pilot increased the altitude of the airplane in order to avoid the rain clouds.
A. height B. weight C. speed D. number

8. Ancient mariners made long voyages across the ocean before finding Hawaii®.
A. nomads B. seamen C. airmen D. postmen

9. That man is so sick that the doctors will isolate him from the rest of the
patients in the hospital.
A. put B. separate C. treat D. cure

10. The mountain climbers will reach the summit in a few hours.

A. foot B. side C. top D. middle

... Exercise 5

1. John does not like swimming; therefore he does not take part in aquatic sports.



