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Bissel is a small village of the West Sahara. It lies next to a patch of
1.5-square-kilometer oasis, from where three days and nights are generally
required to go out of the desert. However, before Ken Levin discovered it in
1926, none of the people had walked out of the desert. Reportedly, they were
not reluctant to leave this barren land, but had no way to walk out of it after
they had tried many times.

As an academician of the British Royal College of Sciences, Ken Levin, of
course, did not believe this viewpoint. He asked the reason of the people here.
As a result, the answer of each was the same: to whichever direction they went
from here, they would eventually return to this place. To prove this parlance,
he did an experiment. He went north from Bissel Village and finally walked out
from it for three and a half days.

Why couldn’t the Bissel villagers walk out of it? Ken Levin was very
puzzled. In the end, he had to employ a Bissel villager to lead the way and
wanted to find out the reason. They prepared the water that could be used for
half a month and two camels. While only leaning on a stick, Ken Levin put away
the compass and other facilities, following the man.

Ten days later, they walked for about 800 miles. On the 11th morning, an
oasis came into their view. They really came back again to Bissel. This time,
Ken Levin came to understand: the Bissel people couldn’t walk out of the desert
because they had no knowledge of the North Star.
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In the boundless desert, if a person goes forward relying on his or her
sense, he or she will make lots and lots of circles of different sizes, and the final
footprints will be likely the shape of a tape. Bissel Village was in the middle of
the immense desert with more than one thousand square kilometers, so without
a compass, it was indeed impossible to walk out of the desert.

Leaving Bissel Village, Ken Levin brought a young man called Argutel, who
was the man who had cooperated with him last time. He told the young man, “As
long as you rest in the daytime and walk towards the brightest star at night, you
would be able to walk out of the desert.” Argutel did as he was told. Three days
later, he, sure enough, came to the edge of the desert.

Now in the West Sahara, Bissel has been a bright pearl, where tens of
thousands of tourists come here. As the pioneer of Bissel, Argutel's bronze
statue stands in the center of the town. On the base of the bronze statue the

following line was carved, “A new life starts from the fixed direction.”
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g Success Has Nothing to Do with Poverty

Eel Prague was the first black journalist who won the Pulitzer News
Prize in the history of the United States. Brave and hardworking, he made
outstanding achievements and created a miracle in the history of the American
news. Recalling his own childhood experiences, he said, “Our family was so poor
that my parents made a living by toiling for others. At that time, my father was a
sailor, who would have to go between the ports on the Atlantic Ocean. | always
thought the black people humble like us couldn’t have any prospect, so perhaps
we would wander about aimlessly like the ships where my father worked.”

One day when he was nine, his father took him to visit Van Gogh’s former
residence. In front of the creaky small wooden bed and the pair of cracked
leather shoes, Prague, asked his father curiously, “Since Van Gogh was the
world’s greatest painter, wasn't he a millionaire?” His father answered, “Van
Gogh was a poor man who even didn't afford to marry a wife.”

Once, his father took him to Denmark. At Hans Christian Anderson’s home
with the stained walls, Prague was confused to ask, “Didn’'t Andersen live in
the royal palace?” His father replied, “Andersen was a shoemaker’s son, who had
lived in this broken attic before his death. The royal palace only appeared in his
fairy tales.”

Since then, Prague’s life had changed completely. He said, “I'm fortunate
enough to have a good father, who let me know Van Gogh and Andersen. And
these two great artists also told me the success of people has nothing to do with
poverty.”



