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Series Foreword

Every summer since 2002, I have been organizing lecture tours for
the members of the ACPSS (Association of Chinese Professors of Social
Sciences in the U. S.) to colleges and universities in many Chinese cities
to report on frontiers of research in the humanities and social sciences in
the West. As our lectures brought fresh perspectives and most up-to-
date information, they were enthusiastically received. Many Chinese col-
leagues invariably approached me and suggested that I edit and publish
some of the lectures in Chinese for the benefits of scholars of the hu-
manities and social sciences in China. In response to such requests, I
compiled this series.

Most of the editors of and contributors to the volumes in this series
had originally been students, teachers or researchers in the humanities
and social sciences in China before pursuing their doctoral degrees in the
West (mostly in the United States). After obtaining their Ph. D.’s in
their respective disciplines, they have been engaging in teaching and re-
search in their chosen fields for many years at various colleges and uni-
versities in the U. S. and other countries or regions. By large measure,
they are all accomplished scholars and are considered experts in what
they have written about in this series. Considering the scope and depth
of scholarship needed to be represented in each volume, some non-Chi-
nese Western scholars are also invited to participate in the project and
their specialty contributions make an invaluable addition to the series.

The series offers a panoramic view of Western research in the hu-

manities and social sciences: each volume is devoted to one discipline,



tracing, summarizing and critiquing its most recent developments; each
of the chapters in one volume focuses on one particular area in the disci-
pline by discussing its origin, history, research approaches, major theo-
ries, most representative figures and their influential works, with spe-
cial attention to new trends and hot issues over recent years. As you will
see, the authors not only summarize various theoretical approaches and
research methodologies, but also offer their scholarly opinions on the is-
sues, allowing the reader to understand this particular research area
from multiple perspectives.

This series is designed for both graduate and undergraduate
students of relevant disciplines in the humanities and social sciences, as
well as for faculty in these areas and other interested scholars. It is our
hope that the volumes in this series will not only help scholars in the hu-
manities and social sciences in China to understand the latest develop-
ments in these fields in the West, but also help promote exchange be-
tween China and the West in the humanities and social sciences.

Although Chinese is our mother tongue, it has been a challenge for
us to complete this series in Chinese. This is because most of us have
been teaching and conducting research over the last one to two decades
in English. In addition, non-English publications are often given less
weight when it comes to assessment of scholarship at American institu-
tions. However, all the editors and contributors, highly motivated by
the cause of this series, did not hesitate to participate in the project, ho-
ping to advance the development of the humanities and social science re-
search in China and to promote intercultural exchange between China
and the West. They overcame many difficulties arising from their busy
teaching and research schedule and completed the project in time with a
high level of scholarship. As the series editor compiler, I would like to
express my deep gratitude to each of the editors and authors who have
contributed efforts to this series.

What is worth mentioning here is that most of the series contribu-
tors including myself benefited greatly from the teachers we studied un-
der in mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau before continu-

ing our graduate studies overseas. With these volumes published in Chi-



nese, which represent some of the work we have been doing, we would
like to make personal dedications to our teachers and to our motherland
for the education they provided us.

This book series comes about also due to the concerted efforts of
many other scholars and friends. First, special thanks go to Professors Ji
Baocheng and Feng Jun, President and Vice President of Renmin Uni-
versity of China, for their support and encouragement of this series,
and, in particular, to Professor Ji Baocheng for writing the series pref-
ace. My sincere thanks also go to Professor Chen Yongjun in the Busi-
ness School of Renmin University of China for his invaluable advice and
assistance in facilitating implementation of the project. I am particularly
grateful to my chair, Professor Timothy Gura, at the City University of
New York - Brooklyn College, for his kind support, enabling me to con-
centrate on this series. Finally, I would also like to express my gratitude
for the diligent efforts that the leadership and the editors of China
Renmin University Press have made.

Of course, we are responsible for any imperfections that remain in

the volumes and look forward to feedback from our readers.

Shuming Lu, Ph. D.

City University of New York-Brooklyn College
President, ACPSS

New York, June 6, 2007
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Foreword

It’s a pleasure for me to write this foreword for the book, Hospi-
tality and Tourism Management, edited by Dr. Zongqing Zhou. I have
known Dr. Zhou for more than 20 years and have developed kin friend-
ship with him over the years. I have always been impressed by his sin-
cerity, kindness, and generosity. The time and effort he spent on this
book is an illustration of these attributes.

The book is contributed by many prominent scholars from several
countries. They are experts in their respective topic areas, and many of
them know the hospitality and tourism in China well. This book includes
timely discussion of various important topics in the hospitality and
tourism field today. The topics covered range from functional areas of
business management to issues critical to the future development of the
industry. The discussions address both macro and micro issues.

The editor should be given the credit to think outside of the box by
inviting authors who are unable to contribute in the Chinese lan-
guage. This broadens the potential contributor pool and thus can include
chapters authored by scholars from different countries articulating dif-
ferent perspectives. Language barriers often prevent students and schol-
ars from non-English speaking countries from obtaining the most cur-
rent knowledge. This book breaks that barrier. Such an arrangement re-
quires more work in translation and editing. However, the results are
certainly fruitful.

Most Chinese books in hospitality and tourism are either textbooks

that primarily introduce a specific topic with basic explanations and de-



