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Walking in Place — Liu Han-Chih Solo Exhibition is the first exhibition organized by Taipei Fine
Arts Museum honoring the grand-prize winner of the “Taipei Arts Award” since revisions to the
competition rules were introduced in 2010. The opportunity to hold a solo exhibition is intended
to encourage the winner to deepen and expand his work, to raise his public visibility, and to
open up possibilities for the artist to develop in many directions. TFAM also hopes to stimulate
the creative energy of new emerging artists, infusing positive momentum into the Taiwanese
contemporary art community.

The exhibition presents five completely new artworks. The artist, Liu Han-Chih continues to use
mechanical installations, or “quasi-props”, in conjunction with hand-drawn drafts, guiding the
viewer into a peculiar milieu, a projection of the human psyche that affords a fresh realization of
the fragmentary state of everyday life. Adopting the first-person perspective, he conjectures what
it would be like if people were to operate these “quasi-props”, inventing a new narrative, a new
imaginary relationship, and even a unique vocabulary.

The installation Visitor employs a conventional wooden door as its principal medium. Fixed atop
the doorframe, a mechanical device displays the words “in the process of hypnosis”, serving as
the key element of this work’s narrative plot. Telling this story with a humorous tone, the artist
interprets the possible attitude people may have when guests arrive on an ordinary day: the visit
is seen as a splash of color that adds to their dull existence.

The other four works fully manifest the unusual aura of this exhibition: Two suspension
installations, Necktie Gazer and Look both are related to how people living dismal lives interact
with others. Liu Han-Chih ingeniously portrays the weak, petty nature of humanity. A device worn
on the back that presses the body down expresses how a person, when he hangs his head low,
can unleash the limitless expansion of his own latent abnormal personality.

Through a poetical manner of depiction, Train Car Blossom attempts to portray the situation a
woman often experiences of being groped when taking mass transportation. Several robotic
prosthetic hands are bound around a man'’s waist, like the petals of a flower. Whenever he
moves he produces actions that may provoke unfavorable feelings but in reality, these “groping
prosthetic appendages” have no tactile circuitry, no sensations. They merely “provide” this
abnormal gesture to everyone on an equal basis.

Ruthless Treadmill, the exhibition’s largest installation, presents a collection of mannequin
torsos, both male and female, revolving back and forth, projecting the image of a jam-packed,
incessant stream of urban humanity. A treadmill placed in the middle of the work symbolizes a
solitary person walking in place in a crowd. The artist conveys the paradoxical relationship and
melancholy feelings of the circumstance when individuals can neither blend into the multitude
or escape from them. This also echo the title of the exhibition, Walking in Place, highlighting a
person'’s sense of powerlessness when faced with a moment of emptiness or a conundrum in life.

With his mechanical installations that seem obscure, or perhaps slightly grotesque, combined
with moving narratives and hand-drawn illustrations, the artist Liu Han-Chih offers viewers a
glimpse at the psychological states that arise in life’s many dispiriting situations. | am greatly
indebted to the artist for his enthusiastic involvement. Likewise, | extend my most sincere thanks
to all those individuals whose concerted assistance has allowed the exhibition to be successfully
unveiled.

Huang Hai-Ming
Director, Taipei Fine Arts Museum
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This is a kinetic art with a crystal hypnosis
ball. The hypnotist sets the implement on the
doorframe outside the room. He waves his
crystal ball aiming at the door’s peephole and
hypnotizes the person looking out.
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The doorbell isn’t ringing. No one is outside the door... You're
only expecting a visitor, someone to burst into your life. You're
expecting something to happen that will give you something
to say to yourself... You think life is a riddle. You suspect the
reason everyone has put up doors is to hide from you, and so you
have no choice but to put up a door yourself, concealing from
everyone else your life which has no secrets... You feel that life is
lacking, to the point that it almost gives you a revelation, as if
as a compensation or rebate for what's lacking, it signals to you
and you alone the existence of a different entrance. There, a great
expanse of the unknown awaits you... So you begin to explore
inward, traveling deep into the subconscious... You gradually,
vaguely hear a voice that is not your own, speaking in your mind...
The voice is very near, but it also sounds like it is coming from the
other side of some patrtition. It doesn’t say “you” It doesn’t say
“I” Instead, it says “we” We... We are standing in front of a door.
Maybe what lies on the other side is that great expanse of the
unknown...

I know you haven'’t been hypnotized. You're only pretending to be
hypnotized, to give your colorless life a day that seems special.




