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lLesson 1

The Civil Aviation Authority
and Its Legislation

The Chicago Convention of 1944 set up ICAO, founded in
1947, to promote agreement between nations in aviation. One of
the ICAO functions is to promote international standards and
recommended practices for air safety; these are written in the
Annexes to the Convention. Annex 8 covers Airworthiness of
Aircraft, giving broad standards to be enforced by national au-
thorities. ' s Fira

The United Kingdom is a member of ICAO. The UK national
authority for airworthiness is the Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA). Lk

The UK air safety legislation is contained in the Civil Aviation
Act and described in the Air Navigation Order (ANO) and Re-
gulations—available as CAP 393, 71 Hi&

The Civil Aviation Authority was formed in 1972, tol ,mguljff R
air transport in the UK. It combined the economical and | Ml{mi- ¥
cal functions previously performed by separate bodies.

Airwortlﬁnessmar?d”:)perating standards are the responsibility of
the CAA Safety Regulation Group (SRG), based at London
Gatwick Airport, which includes the following divisions:

Operating Standards;
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Design and Manufacturing Standards;

Licensing Standards;

Medical Support Services.

Aircraft maintenance involves the first three of these divi-
sions, providing aircraft maintenance standards, airworthiness
requirements and mmorﬂu:;égémil'ghces, maintenance engineer
licensing, respectively.; A

These cover the design, pmduction, testing, operation and
maintenance of aircraft and equipment. They are published in
sections, under various headings. Some BCAR (British civil
Airworthiness Requirement ) sectlons have been supe;seded by,
European Joint Aviation Requlrements (JAR), moreV
progress in this direction is expected, including requirements for
maintenance. The objective i lS that products certificated in one
country using JAR should be sihidated i anether with minimem
additional requirements.” The intention is to integrate European
JAR and United States of America FAR into one code at a future
date.

An aircraft must have a current C of A (Certificate of Airwor-
thiness) in order to fly; this is issued under the law of the coun-
try in which the aircraft is registered. The UK C of A becomes
invalid if the aircraft is repaired, replaced, removed, over-
hauled, or modified in a manner not approved by the CAA, or
any inspection, or modification classified as mandatory by the
CAA that ‘é{tgures the aircraft remains airworthy has not been

carried out.
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When the C of A is issued, the category of use is also speci-
fied. For large civil aircraft this will normally be Transport Cat-
egory (Passenger) or Transport Category (Cargo); thus a cargo
aircraft is not allowed to carry passéﬁgers.

Aircraft registered in the UK must fly on public transport in
accondance with the terms of the Air Operator’s Certificate
(AOC) granted by the CAA. 'This signifies that the holder is
considered to"be 'competent to secure the safe operation of the
specific aircraft de’éa.iled ‘on the AOC. For this purpose, the
CAA appraises the organisation, staff, training, equipment and
maintenance practices of the operator.

Before granting an AOC, the CAA has to be satisfied that the

‘organisation seeking approva.]> is competent to undertake mainte-

nance of the aircraft types operated by it or has made provision
for the aircraft to be maintained by another organisation suitably
approved by the CAA for such maintenance in accordance with
the Approved Maintenance Schedule ( AMS).” This wording
makes it clear that the aircraft registration, operator’s certifi-
cate, and maintenance schedule are all associated — the AMS is
issue}dftto the operator for that aircraft type; if another organisa-
tion ‘owning similar aircraft types then maintains it the original
registered operator’s AMS must be used for that maintenance
work.* Conditions for AOC are given in CAP 360.

CAA approval is needed for handling of materials, processes,
repair and overhaul, modification, maintenance. After approv-
al, the CAA can make periodic supervisory checks of the organi-
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sation to ensure that appropriate procedures are being main-
tained.
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New Words

legislation [ /ledzis'leifon] n. M, B
convention [ kan'venfan] n. N4l
promote [ pro'mout ] vt . R, mE, #74
annex [o'neks] n. B 44
broad [brod] a. "W, TEZH
combine [ kom'bain] . A, FEE
license, -ce [ 'laisons] t./n. RVFAE /B 5 AT

(iE), $hf
heading [ 'hedin] n. brel, BH
supersede [ sjupo'sid] vt . B, &
validate [ 'veelideit] . (ERX)fEAE, #AEK
code [koud] n. R, brdE,
invalid [ in'veelid] a. (LI L) T
modification [ modifi'keifon] n.  EB, B, %
appraise [a'preiz] vt . %€, W
provision [ pro'vizen] n. %, ik, HE

registration | redzis'treifon] n. Fic, HMt
supervisory [ isjuzpo'vaizari] a. WEK, EHEEK
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