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Foreword

The history of glass-making in China is a fascinating one. From ancient times, craftsmen
working in glass absorbed and responded to influences from abroad and adapted techniques
from other crafts, creating glass products that we now consider to be distinctively Chinese.

This book considers glass-making in China during the Qing dynasty (1644-1911),
focussing particularly on the period which scholars regard as a high point, the hundred years
from the establishment of a glass workshop in the imperial palace in Beijing in 1696 to the end
of the Qianlong Emperor’s reign in 1795.

Dr. Xue has surveyed Chinese glass in some of the world’s key collections including
the Palace Museum, Beijing, the British Museum, the V&A Museum and Bristol Museum &
Art Gallery. She examines the value ascribed to Chinese glass in the context of the canon of
Chinese art, and its position in the hierarchy of materials and artistic endeavour. She traces its
function as a substitute for jade in early times to its use for colourful decorative items during
the reign of the Qianlong Emperor (1736-1795). She shows how Chinese glass-makers blended
traditional skills and techniques imported from abroad to make designs to suit Chinese taste.

Dr. Xue assesses the economic as well as the cultural value of Chinese glass objects by
calculating their value in today’s prices. She proves that glass objects, certainly those produced
in the imperial workshops, were expensive luxury products that were time-consuming to
produce. She shows us also just how productive the imperial glass workshops were at their
peak.

In chapters two and three Emily Byrne Curtis, a noted scholar of Chinese glass. examines
evidence for Qing dynasty glass-making in Chinese archival material as well as Jesuit records
and a range of letters and diaries. She presents a detailed study of glass-making in the palace
workshops in Beijing as well as evidence for glass-making in Shandong province. Her
investigation of historical documents in a range of languages including Chinese, Latin, French,
German and Russian is admirable, as is her curiosity about every aspect of glass. and she

continues to contribute greatly to scholarship in this area.




Dr. Xue is a practising glass artist, as well as being a scholar of historical and
contemporary Chinese glass. This enables her to examine developments in Qing dynasty
glass through her practical knowledge and understanding of glass-making. First, she develops
suggestions about how surviving examples were made by examining them closely with the eyes
of a maker and by comparing their techniques with western parallels and other craft practices.
Secondly, she tests her theories by making reproductions of key examples of Qing dynasty
glass and presenting the results. Thus the reader is able to gain an understanding of some key
techniques such as overlay glass-carving and the use of trailed glass and glass canes to create
striped glass. The section which examines the different types of foot-rings on glass items will
be especially useful to curators and collectors. Dr. Xue shows how a foot-ring may reveal the
technique used to create the whole glass object and how it may provide evidence for dating
individual items.

Qing Dynasty Chinese Glass provides an important contribution to the study of Chinese
glass by tracing the history of Qing Dynasty glass. positioning it in its cultural context and by
presenting a close examination and explanation of the relevant glass-making techniques. I am
confident that curators, scholars and those interested in the arts of China will find this volume

both useful and thought-provoking.

Kate Newnham

Senior Collections Officer

Bristol Museum & Art Gallery, UK
February 2014
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