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Introduction

Urbanization is the aim of Chinese modernization process. Contemporary China
is confronted with the end of the era of village. Rural China is being transformed by
the process of urbanization. As the carrier of Chinese traditional social system and
civilization, traditional villages have been on the decline and dying gradually in the
process of urbanization. Today, what is the fate of these villages? This is the proposi-
tion of the era when agricultural China has been shifting into industrial China.

In the historical context of reviving Chinese traditional culture, the domain of
the conservation of cultural heritage has been extended from the single items of relics
to the architectural complex, historic district, village, town, and city; from material
cultural heritage to intangible cultural heritage. In the field of material cultural herit-
age conservation, we identified historical district, Chinese historical city, town and
village,, which is aimed at conserving the material heritage together with its historical
environment holistically. In the field of the safeguarding for ICH, through the build-
ing of eco — museum, Ethnic Cultural Ecology Village and Cultural Ecology Protec-
tion Area, we have been exploring the modes of safeguarding ICH holistically in the
context of cultural ecology environment. Whatever the mode, we are managing to
conserve the material cultural heritage and intangible cultural heritage holistically.
The proposal and implement of the measurements are the efforts of preserving tradi-
tional cultural gene as far as possible under the specific social background and the
trend of social thoughts.

People continue to explore, find and resolve the problems. The disappearing of

traditional villages was the social problem in recent years which has received wide
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attention. Mr. Feng Jicai has been appealing for the conservation of Chinese ICH
and traditional villages all the time. He proposed to construct the list of Chinese Tra-
ditional Village. He pointed out that the three most endangered aspects of ICH inclu-
ding: first, ethnic cultural heritage; second, cultural inheritors; third, traditional
villages. He said, Traditional villages are the complexes of material and intangible
cultural heritage. Our ICH is rooted in the rural; the cultural diversity is rooted in
the rural; and the nation is also rooted in the rural. So, there is an inevitable con-
nection between traditional villages and ICH. We can also consider traditional villa-
ges as the survival soil and cultural ecology environment of ICH. Nowadays, when
we are promoting the safeguarding of ICH, combining ICH safeguarding with tradi-
tional villages conservation is not only the new resolution of ICH safeguarding, but
also opens the gate of the conservation of traditional villages.

My research takes the conservation of traditional villages in Huizhou for exam-
ple, and try to explore the theoretical and practical issues about the conservation of
traditional villages and ICH safeguarding. The first chapter is about to introduct the
current research status on the topics of traditional villages, the conservation of tradi-
tional villages and the safeguarding of ICH, and then analyze the study value of tra-
ditional villages in various subjects. The second chapter mainly analyzes the theoreti-
cal basis of the research, namely, the generation, development, connotation, meth-
odology, and the connection with the study of traditional villages. The third chapter
introduces the basic concept and characteristic of traditional villages, and analyzes
cases of the conservation of historical environment of cultural heritage abroad and the
domestic protection of traditional villages; then studies the ICH in traditional villa-
ges. The fourth chapter analyzes the current situation of the safeguarding of Chinese
ICH; explores the principle of holistic safeguarding of Chinese ICH ; and the process
and experience of the construction of Cultural Ecology Protection Area. The fifth
chapter analyzes the historical development, basic characteristics and current situa-
tion; explores the cultural ecology and the change of the traditional villages in
Huizhou. The sixth chapter takes the Xidi village and Hongcun village in Yixian

county for example, and analyzes the history and current situation of the conservation
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of the traditional villages in Huizhou; then concludes the experience and issues about
the conservation and explores the impact of rural tourism on the development of
Huizhou traditional villages. The seventh chapter explores the relationship between
the ICH and traditional villages in Huizhou through analyzing the current situation of
the ICH in Huizhou. The eighth chapter analyzes the safeguarding situation of ICH in
Huizhou and mainly focuses on the construction of Huizhou Cultural Ecology Protec-
tion Area, and then explores the issue of conserving traditional villages in Huizhou.
At the end of the research, I will summarize the relationship between traditional vil-
lages and the ICH including its cultural ecology; analyzes the current dilemma about
the practice of conserving cultural ecology of ICH, that is the construction of Cultural
Ecology Protection Area; and then explores the feasibility of conserving ICH and its

cultural ecology on the basis of traditional villages.
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