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A STUDY ON SOCIAL GOVERNANCE OF FOLK BELIEF
IN PERSPECTIVE OF SOCIAL NETWORK ANALYSIS

ABSTRACT

Folk belief is a uniquely domestic social-historical phenomenon that is
here defined as the belief in supernatural beings outside of any public reli-
gious system but in endemic magic and omens with the most believers. Be-
cause the society’s lack of common belief makes it necessarily to rebuilt so-
cial value system, the ample assortment cultural groups thrives on folk be-
liefs under the circumstances of a social transforming and revolution for
modern China. In social life folk belief has the function of expressing reli-
gious norms as well as cultures. Whatever features on the one hand loosens
social conflicts, on the other hand holds the potential risks in terms of re-
tarding social progress or destructing social stability. Moreover, its exist-
ence of non-institutionalization leads to a blackout zone of religious govern-
ance. In brief, folk beliefs that appear in many different ways within a cul-
ture bring forward challenges for leaderships and social governance.

Social governance, which concentrates on multi-governance and co-
construction, has become an absolute necessity for social management. As
a core construction of folk society, folk belief has a symbiotic relationship
with the society scheme, embeds in everyday’s activities, and corresponds
to social governance naturally, therefore, it plays an important role in so-
cial integration and coordinated control system. Folk belief issues, such as
how to be guided correctly in part of social governance system or be posi-
tively taken advantages have been recently raised as a specific research top-

ic in social innovation management and national governance improvement
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and meanwhile, have had massive influences on boosting social stability as
well as fastening the social transforming for China. '

This article combines theoretical research with empirical studies in the
basis of qualitative and quantitative analysis in perspective of social govern-
ance that is distinguished from folklore, anthropology and sociology: First-
ly, the article qualitatively analyzes the scientific essence as well as the
property of folk belief, and the coherence that folk belief achieves in social
governance along with their mutual scheme. Secondly, the article originally
uses Social Networking Analysis to build a network model based on 5,100
folk belief activities that previously have been randomly sampled in Hebei
province, China. The article quantitatively discovers the social structure
and connection in model and accordingly makes reasonable conclusion on
folk believers’ characteristics, motivations, behaviors and the trends. Last
but not the least, the article designs a path that the folk belief group could
use as a guide in part of social governance and proposes a strategy that the
government could rely on to govern the folk belief activities after evaluating
its social position and influences in perspective of social governance. The
article has two novelties-originally using Social Networking Analysis method
in research of folk belief; and proposing a management-strategy on folk be-
lief in perspective of social governance. The results could be used as a the-
oretical foundation of discovering folk belief, valuing its connection with
social stability, and guiding it in part of social governance by government
department for the purpose of addressing folk belief issues and furthermore
building a new social governance scheme under the social transforming con-
dition of modern China.

Key Words: Folk Belief, Social Governance, Social Network Anal-

ysis
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