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Abstract

Based on the researches in the past eleven reports, Annual Report on China’s
Urban Competitiveness ( No. 12)) has achieved new progress in urban competitiveness
theories with clearer theoretical framework and policy implications. We distinguish
clearly among the three parts of urban competitiveness, of which urban general
economic competitiveness is the output, current and short-term aspect of urban
competitiveness ; urban livable and business-friendly competitiveness are in the process
from input to output; urban sustainable competitiveness is the input, sustainable and
long-term aspect of urban competitiveness. Urban general economic competitiveness
shows cities’ ability to create value, which is reflected by the scale, speed and
efficiency of cities’ value creation activity. Urban livable and business-friendly
competitiveness show cities’ ability to attract economic entities, such as talented
person, enterprise, thereby determine the level and structure of urban industrial
system. Urban sustainable competitiveness is cities’ conditions of factors and
environment, which includes six aspects of economy, society, ecology, culture,
urban and rural integration, opening, and is illustrated from innovation-driven
knowledge city, fair and inclusive harmonious city, environment-friendly eco-city,
genuine and diversified cultural city, urban and rural integrated city, open and
convenient information city respectively. Based on the index system following the
theoretical framework above, we analyze the urban general economic competitiveness
of 294 cities and the urban livable competitiveness, business-friendly competitiveness
and sustainable competitiveness of 289 cities in China, then compare them combined
with “two vertical and three horizontal” strategic pattern of urbanization, in order to
identify problems, and provide a reference for both theories and policies to promote
the realization of new path of urbanization.

In long-term studies, we also get a major discovery: the Yangtze River Delta is
forming a world super economic region with larger volume. On this basis, this

annual report has the theme of “Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Anhui; A World
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Abstract 12:

Super Economic Region Has Emerged” . With bold vision and careful verification,
we demonstrate that a world super economic region including 40 cities of Shanghai
city and Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Anhui provinces, which is achieving full integration in
fields of comprehensive economy, transportation, market and industrial system, has
emerged in the vast space north to the Long-hai line, south to the mountain area of
southern Zhejiang, west to the Beijing-Kowloon line, east to Yellow Sea and East
China Sea. Following this objective trend and promoting the construction of the
Yangtze River Delta super economic region will accelerate the interaction of our
regional economic structure, and support the achieving of “Two century” Chinese

dream.
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