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Abstract

This dissertation aims to research into the history of Chinatowns in
view of American history of urbanization which has largely coincided
with Chinese immigration into America. As a major destination for
Chinese immigrants for the past century and a half, the United States of
America has definitely great significance in overseas Chinese studies.
For the early Chinese immigrants, not only did they take shelter in a
Chinatown upon arrival in the alien country, but also fostered an ethnic
community impacting the growth of the city and being impacted in many
ways as well. The development of ethnic Chinese in America constitutes
an indispensable part of the history of the country. The studies on the
history of Chinatowns, which are present in almost all major American
cities, are of superb importance to the development of Chinese Americans.

It is evident that Chinatowns in the U. S. have been driven and
shaped by both Chinese and American values and traditions. A Chinatown
is neither an ethnic enclave nor a separate Chinese community. Instead, it
is an organic part of the American city evolving and actively participating
in the history of American modernization and urbanization in different
eras. It would be wrong to address the problems and strengths of
Chinatowns oblivious of the framework of overall development of the
American cities which have had a lot in common with the European
counterparts whereas characteristic of their changing environmental and
social resources. Chinatowns have been constantly interacting with the
American and the Chinese societies, thus reflecting both cultures and
values. Ethnic Chinese living in the U. S. are playing an increasingly

meaningful role in Sino-US relation too. Energized by both traditional and
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modern resources, these historic dwellings of ethnic Chinese in American
cities are embarking on diverse tracks in future development.

Keywords: Chinatowns; the USA; the History of Urbanization
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