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[ 1] 1. Willa Cather: a Hidden Voice

D>

R - BB, ZEEERARR, TA, BETHSEL
M, BEEBPEDHNATARIM. EER, ZEXER
WHRE20EEERAENNRRZ —, ANBEREIE
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K, REER, BANNMIERN T RAHAD.

H EEX E

Cather wasn’t exactly neglected in
Britain in the 1980s, but like many notable
twentieth-century American women writers
she did not have the status she deserved. I
wrote my book in the hopes of attracting
more British readers to her work.

In the quarter of a century since then,
| there have been dramatic shifts in Cather’s
reputation. Fierce Cather wars have raged
‘ 5 in the American literary and scholarly
world, not ennrely unlike the battles that are fought over Jane Austen’s
legacy. The celebration of Cather as an American pastoralist, a kind
of midwestern Robert Frost, which greeted her books when they were
published, still continues. Since her death in 1947, many readers still
take her to their hearts as the standardbearer of a sentimental nostalgia
for vanished American values.

In 2002, Laura Bush hosted a White House symposium on the
legacy of women in the American West, in which Willa Cather was a
prominent figure. The Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial and Educational



