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Shanghai in Old Days

One unique cultural element in Shanghai is the Shikumen ({1
J£[']) residences, which are two- or three-story townhouses with
the front yard protected by a high brick wall. Each residence is
connected and arranged in straight alleys, known as a longtang (554
), pronounced longdang in Shanghainese. The entrance to each alley
is usually surmounted by a stylistic stone arch. The whole resembles
terrace3 houses or townhouses commonly seen in Anglo-American
countries, but distinguished by the tall and heavy brick wall in front
of each house. The name “Shikumen™ means “stone storage door”,
referring to the strong gateway to each house.
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Because of Shanghai’s status as the cultural and economic center
of East Asia in the first half of the twentieth century, it is popularly
seen as the birthplace of
everything considered modern
in China. It was in Shanghai,
for example, that the first
motor car was driven and
(technically) the first train

tracks and modern sewers4




were laid. It was also the
intellectual batileground of
writers who concentrated on
critical realism, which was
pioneered by Lu Xun and
Mao Dun.

YT g0tk Ejent
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Other Shanghainese cultural artifacts include the cheongsam
(Shanghainese: zansae), a modernization of the traditional
Manchurian qipao. This contrasts sharply with the traditional gipao,
which was designed to conceal the figure and be worn regardless of
age. The cheongsam went along well with the western overcoat and
the scarf, and portrayed a unique East Asian modernity, epitomizing
the Shanghainese population in general. As Western fashions changed,
the basic cheongsam design changed, too, introducing high-neck
sleeveless dresses, bell-like sleeves, and the black lace frothing at
the hem of a ball gown. By the 1940s, cheongsams came in beaded
bodices, matching capes and even velvet. Later, checked fabrics
became also quite common. The Shanghainese styles have seen a
recent revival as stylish party dresses and the fashion industry has
been rapidly revitalized in the past decade.
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1. residence ['rezidans] @ 5., fF4b
[@ The house is currently run as a country inn, but could e
onvert back intoe a private residence
BHETANHEG—FIHNERA, ETUESHRAS
R—HAREE,
2. stylistic [stai'listik] @ 48 Eay; #%X E; Sokisin
i@ When translating s hing, vou must follow the stylistic
pattern of source text
8EH— R 2 HER L6 RRA,
3. terrace [teras] BFHT, FfH; BH
@ terraced house
() HETH—HEE
4. sewers ['su:a(r)] @ F/KiE
f ut 10 catfish re found swimmimg in the sewer
ET’K:EEKIET k"’ﬂﬁ—loz éflfé‘ﬁ
battleground ['baetl,graund] @ %%
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,;j; Children's literature is an ideols gical battleeround
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artifacts ['a:rtifeekts] n. A 7= 5

@ During colonial times, archaeologists hauled off Babylon’s
artifacts to Europe.

EHRHAK, FEFRMNEEILHIHF 2T BM,

cheongsam ['tf>:n's@m] n.iEH#I

@ T want to by a cheongsam for my sister.

BT BRI R AL

Manchurian [man'tfuarion] @ EZZEILH; HMHEI

@ The Qing Dynasty was itself “foreign”, the product of a

Manchurian overthrow of the Ming Dynasty.
HIRAFARRIRE, REMARSARLE L6,
epitomize [i'pitomaiz] B #4%; #HE; B

i Lyonnais cooking is epitomized by the so-called “bouchons”.

M ARAE bouchon ¥y 2 H NEE R EH B RGET

- Where have you been these days?

BILRIRER T2

: I have been to Shanghai--the economic center of China.

®EbEET. ERTEASHPLE.

B:

: Is there anything special in Shanghai?

EHgEE ARG
Of course there is. The most typical scenery in Shanghai is

Longtang.
URAT, LRI RNERERFET .

: What will come to your mind when it comes to Shanghai?

—i23 b, (ReBBMtA?

. The first thing which comes to my mind is qgipao. I think it is a

symbol of Shanghai in the 1920s.
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\: I always think of Eileen Zhang when people talk about Shanghai,
and you?
AR g a ek SR RERR Bk Z RS, JRE?

B:1 feel the same. Many novels of Eileen Zhang are based on
Shanghai.
T AR, skBEFHTFZ/NREE L LR 5.

EPRY
R b A
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I S RARBE K L8 (Hakka
Earth building), FEdtA9%(cave dwelling), b7 F RS
(Mongolia Yurt). PgRURANHITTHE(bamboo house)%s. & Ff 5 TE
S YR EPRY S
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BTS2
Revolutionary Road of Shanghai

Shanghai is the largest city by population in the People's Republic
of China (PRC) and the largest city proper by population in the world.
It is one of the four province-level municipalities of the PRC, with a
total population of over 23 million as of 2010. It is a global city with
influence in commerce, culture, finance, media, fashion, technology
and transport. It is a major financial center and the busiest container
port in the world.

RN DG, R E BRI, R AR B AT
REZMWH . ERPEANEREFETZ—, 20106FE6 A D #E
230007, bHEpR—AREPRE, fERl. Xk, SRt 8. B
i BORFACE SURAA . ERER L EEERPLOZ
—, WA R BT AR

The two Chinese characters in the city’s name are * |-”(Shang
- “above™) and “¥fF"(hai - “sea”), together meaning “upon-the-Sea”.
The earliest occurrence of this name dates from the 11th century Song
Dynasty when there was already a river confluence and a town with
this name in the area. There are disputes as to how the name should be
interpreted, but Chinese historians have concluded that Shanghai was
literally on the sea during the
Tang Dynasty, hence it is the
origin of the name.
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During the Song Dynasty (AD 960-1279), Shanghai was
upgraded in status from a village to a market town in 1074, and in
1172 a sea wall was built to stabilize the ocean coastline. From the
Yuan Dynasty in 1292 until Shanghai officially became a city in 1927,
the area was designated merely as a county seat administered by the
Songjiang prefecture,

RPIWIE] (AI0960—1279 ) 10744 i I/ NE T+ Ry £
B, FEUTZEBR T —MERLNEERL. NT#12924F8,
19274 bl BN — T, X B8 AT B 8 BB B
i

During the Qing Dynasty, Shanghai became one of the most
important sea ports in the Yangtze Delta region. International attention
to Shanghai grew in the 19th century due to European recognition of
its economic and trade potential at the Yangtze River. During the First
Opium War (1840-1842), British forces occupied the city. The war
ended with the 1842 Treaty of Nanjing, which allowed the British to
dictate opening the treaty ports, Shanghai included, for international
trade. The Treaty of the Bogue signed in 1843, and the Sino-American
Treaty of Wanghia signed in 1844 forced Chinese concession to

European and American desires for visitation and trade on Chinese
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