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10 December
Clear Skies
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etartan food

Beet steak for Mr. GAN Yongchuan

A bar counter in the yard




We flew Tor approximately 11 hours from Beijing before landing in the Ethiopian capital of Addis
am. local time. After a three-hour waiting. we boarded a five-hour flight to Johannesburg at
about 10 am. While waiting in the transit lounge at Addis Ababa airport. we met a Chinese young man
who was full of traveler’s tales and warnings about how dangerous Johannesburg was. He cautioned
that we should not drink water of unverifiable origin, that we should take special care not to get bitten
by mosquitoes otherwise we could get sick. that we should never open the door to our hotel room., and
that we should watch out for muggers

Jefore we cleared Customs at Johannesburg airport, we were personally met by the Cultural
Attaché of the Chinese Embassy at South Africa. Mr. YIN Yali. and Second Secretary Mr. WANG
Guiping. We were shown through the VIP channel and thus spared the bother of standing in line and
having our baggage inspected. When we got into the car. Mr. YIN informed us that we would drive
directly to the capital. Pretoria. Learning that we would not be staying in Johannesburg. we relaxed
visibly. We drove for about an hour until we reached our hotel in Pretoria. which was a small family-
run hotel belonging to a white South African couple. It was spotlessly clean, with only five rooms. and

had its own swimming pool. In the evening Mr. YIN and Mr. WANG invited us to a delicious welcome

dinner. Our South African journey had got off with a very good start.
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In the morning we visited the Voortrekker Monument, a memorial in commemoration of the
pioneers. When you approach Pretoria, from whichever direction, you will always have a view of the
62-metre high granite structure. Carved into the walls of the building is the history of the country. To
free themselves from the British control and establish their own state, the Boers, of European descent,
left the Cape Peninsula on ox-carts. After hard struggles the Republic of South Africa was born.
Displaying and paying tribute to the lifestyle and customs of the pioneers, the exhibits are of a very
high artistic quality. The central point of the Monument is a marble sarcophagus spiraling outward
with ever-continuing patterns. Like a stone cast into water, causing “a thousand layers of rippling
waves” that rise and fall in all directions. symbolizing the pervasive influence of the sacrifice and the

spirit of devotion of the pioneers.



