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Abstract

Britain is the first country that has constituted a whole evaluation system of
higher education in Europe. The Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) was de-
veloped by the Universities Grants Committee (UGC) in 1986, and now has
been devolved on to the Higher Education Founding Council of England ( HEF-
CE) . As an institution to distribute the research outlay to higher education in-
stitutions, RAE is carried out every 4 —5 years when the experts of the RAE
panels evaluate the research outcomes (articles, books, monographs, patents
etc) carefully and then grade the outcomes of each disciplines of British higher
education institutions. Since HEFCE allots the research funding to higher edu-
cation institutions according to the research grades of the disciplines in the
RAE, and the first — class universities always are the main receivers, we decide
to choose some first — class samples to research into the effects of the RAE on
the development of the disciplines in British universities and evaluate the effec-
tiveness of the RAE, willing to provide some suggestions to the development of
the disciplines in Chinese universities.

We have mainly made use of the materials of three disciplines in the RAE
databases of 2001 and 2008 to examine the real and detailed effects of the RAE
on the development of disciplines of the first — class universities in the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (UK) . The focus of our re-

search is on the crucial factors deciding the research grades in the RAE and the



effects of the RAE on the development of the disciplines. And we are also eager
to make sure whether the RAE has evaluated and stimulated the original re-
search works.

The main conclusions drown from the research are as follows:

Firstly, the Research Assessment Exercise was affected by the New Public
Management (NPM) , Thatcherism and the popularization of British higher edu-
cation in 1980s. Secondly, “path dependence” occurred in the Research As-
sessment Exercise. Thirdly, the political “field” and economical “field” influ-
ence the higher education “field” by way of the Research Assessment Exercise.
Fourthly, the cultural capital and social capital of the first-class universities and
its departments has been transformed to the economical capital and the advan-
tage of the economical capital is able to strengthen the advantage of the cultural
capital and social capital in RAE as well. Fifthly, the deciding factor in the
RAE is the number and the quality of the research outcomes that the depart-
ments of the universities have returned to the RAE panels and sub-panels.
Sixthly, the original research works have not been evaluated and stimulated ade-
quately in the RAE as well as planned. Seventhly, the effects that the RAE has
on the development of the disciplines include: the departments always take
strategies to get higher research grades and restructure even reorganize the de-
partments and the research groups, universities and the departments have strived
for the research active staff. Eighthly, the schools and departments always take
the “Calculative Approach” in RAE. Ninthly, the research management culture
has generally formed in the schools and departments of the universities.

The inspirations of RAE to the improvement of the evaluation of Chinese-
philosophy and social sciences can be summarized as follows: firstly, to estab-
lish non — governmental evaluation organizations; secondly, to manage and eval-
uate the different types of the universities and colleges; thirdly, to equate quali-

ty with quantity of the productions; fourthly, to make the process of evaluation



more openly and equally; fifthly, to pursue creativeness and excellence for ev-
er. And the implications of the practice of the disciplines of British research u-
niversities to Chinese research universities can be concluded as follows; firstly,
to concentrate the strengths of the disciplines on some research areas and give
priority to them so as to achieve greater success; secondly, to grasp the trend of
the cureent sciences and the disciplines and reorganize the research clusters;
thirdly, to encourage the transdiciplinary research actively and foster potential
areas; fourthly, to bring Sabbatical Leave into effect seriously; fifthly, to pay
more attention to young or new researchers and give them more support ; sixthly,
to attach more importance to the training and supervision of the postgraduates;

seventhly, to employ the full time techers of teaching only.

Key Words: UK; Research Assessment Exercise ( RAE) ; universities;

disciplines; effects; implications
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