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A sub-subject which belongs to Key Project of Science and Technology of Anhui
Province and National Key Technology R&D Program (Subject No. 2011QTXM1269)

Classified Protection and Utilization
Strategies and Guidelines of

Huizhou Traditional Dwellings

by He Lulu Wu Yongfa

Hefei University of Technology Publishing House



CONTENT SUMMARY

At a time when the society is developing rapidly. theconservation of ancient Huizhou
villages and ancient houses, as a precious historical cultural heritage. is facing a number of
challenges. and one of the core issues is how to realize appropriate modification and effective
utilization without changing their traditional style and cultural connotations. This will both
carry forward their cultural vein and improve the dwellers’ living status. On the basis of telling
readers of the important concept as well as principles and methods of the protection and
utilization of historical heritage home and abroad, this book regulates classified protection and
utilization strategies and guidelines of Huizhou traditional dwellings in expansion and extension
from the perspective of operating process, trying to explore a practical and feasible way of
protection and utilization for a number of new problems ordinary Huizhou traditional dwellings
face. The new division of four types of Huizhou traditional dwellings referred in this book
reflects new researching fruits and practical experience of the protection and utilization project.
Although three of the types are of controversies. the content is still of theoretical significance
and practical value in the gradating protection and utilization of Huizhou traditional dwellings,
especially in the “hundreds of villages and thousands of houses” project and “the word bank
loans for new countryside construction” demonstration project implemented with an investment
of six billion RMB. This protection and utilization of traditional dwellings project is a hot-on
drama of the cultural industry in Huangshan city. and the content can play a regulated guidance
role and be of operational value.

The book can be consulted and used by relevant people in ancient architecture engineering
planning, designing, construction. scientific research and cultural relic protection fields. It can

also be available and useful for the owners and users of Huizhou traditional dwellings.
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SEQUENCE

Having been informed that Professor Wu Yongfa and Student He Lulu will
publish a book about the protection and utilization of Huizhou ancient
dwellings, I feel very pleased and gratified.

The rapid social transformation causes ancient dwellings and villages to be
on the verge of extinction. According to statistics, Huizhou ancient dwellings
are disappearing at the speed of that more than one hundred buildings disappear
cvery year. And the disappearing speed is accelerating. To make matters
worse, the phenomenon of reselling heritage building components has been
more common with banning being useless. As valuable historical and cultural
relics, Huizhou ancient dwellings and villages contain profound historical
information and reflect the rich culture of Huizhou. Therefore, to protect and
utilize such world cultural heritage contributes to the maintenance and
development of Hui culture, which helps to build the common spiritual home of
human beings. In the meanwhile, protecting and utilizing Huizhou ancient
dwellings has a positive role in developing the tourism industry in Huangshan
city and Anhui province, and it also can have a good effect on constructing a
powerful nation and province with the world cultural heritage. Extensively
summing up and drawing lessons from domestic and international theories of
historical and cultural heritage protection and utilization, the author of this
hook combines the brick and wood structure of Huizhou ancient dwellings with
specific circumstances to make a new four-type division of protection and
utilization modes from the angle of technical strategies:Protection&. Utilization
ol Authenticity ( maintenance of original features and limited utilization),
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k ﬁ‘ Classified Protection and Utilization Strategies and Guidelines of Huizhou Traaltional Dwellings

Protection&. Utilization of Living Environment (infrastructure and layout of
living functions), Protection&. Utilization of New Functions (internal function
transformation and external morphology control), and Protection&. Utilization
of Off-site Dwellings (off-site comprehensive protection and utilization and off-
site individual protection and utilization). The perfection of theories and strong
operability in practice will be very beneficial to the ongoing cultural industry
play of Huangshan city—the “hundreds of villages and thousands of houses”

.

project and the *“ world bank loans for new countryside construction”
demonstration project implemented with an investment of six billion RMB.

Huizhou ancient dwellings embody predecessors’ scientific wisdom and life
state. They are the fairyland created by Huizhou ancient people, in marvelous
technical means, to meet the needs of family life. For the historical and cultural
heritage building settlement that directly affects the family life of thousands of
households, the author of this book did not dare to “act rashly and blindly”. He
did surveys by visiting Yixian county and Tunxi as well as other districts,
counties, towns, and villages. He also made a stack of discussions and
summaries towards planning, designing and cultural protection departments at
all levels, including Huangshan city, county, town and village in the early
editing period. In the late editing period, the book received the assessment and
demonstration from architecture experts and professors in four key construction
universities that belong to the “211 project” or the “985 project” in China.

Professor Wu Yongfa and I have known each other for years. And I met
the Student He Lulu in May, 2011, when we spent a short time together for
the study on Huizhou ancient dwellings energy saving project. After that, he
repeatedly visited Huizhou monitoring points to make data detection and
collection. T was deeply impressed by He's outstanding logic analysis ability,
clear conception of architectural theories, and distinctive innovation ability of
fast computer architecture design.

“I have dreamed of going to a fairyland all my life, but I've never realized

that the fairyland actually lies in Huizhou. The beauty of Huizhou is far beyond
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’ *: = = ”
human’s imagination. ”.

I having no idea of how many Huizhou ancient
dwellings have disappeared nowadays. But one thing I can be sure of is that the
“village in Chinese paintings” will be everlasting with the appearance of such

“Bible practice”.

Liao Zaiyi, Professor of Building Science Institute, Ryerson University, Canada.

July, 2012
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PREFACE

PREFACE

This book is based on a sub-subject of Huizhou Tradtional Dwellings
Engineering Technology Integration and Demonstration which belongs to Key
Project of Science and Technology of Anhui Province and National Key
Technology R&.D Program ( Subject No. 2011QTXM1269), and modified from
the original architecture master-degree paper.In this book, protection and
utilization strategies and guidelines are proposed. To start with, by a
combination of qualitative and quantitative methods, different levels of
protection and utilization strategies are divided. Then the thesis studies exactly
each different type of technology conservation and utilization rules, including
Protection &. Utilization of Authenticity (maintenance of original features and
limited utilization ), Protection &  Utilization of Living Environment
(infrastructure and layout of living functions), Protection &. Utilization of New
Functions(internal function transformation and external morphology control) ,
and Protection &. Utilization of Off-site Dwellings ( off-site comprehensive
protection and utilization and off-site individual protection and utilization),
together with relevant laws and regulations, design methods, and some cases in
order to establish the guidelines in detail, which is expected to make a
contribution to the protection and utilization of the traditional dwellings with
the value of normative instruction and operative application.

In terms of the fact that Huizhou traditional dwellings are large in both
number and space and the damage to them is serious. this book, in response to
the specific characteristics, follows the protection and utilization of traditional

dwellings project called “hundreds of villages and thousands of houses” and
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i,

“world bank loans for new countryside construction” demonstration project that
has been carried out in Huangshan city. The types and modes of the protection
and utilization of Huizhou traditional dwellings are reclassified on the basis of
the idea that the purpose of protection is for utilization and the protection
should be ensured during utilization process. In the meanwhile. the book tries
to be practical, targeted, and operational. This book went though a stack of
discussions and summaries in the early editing period towards planning,
designing and cultural protection departments at all levels, including
Huangshan city, county, town and village. In the late editing period, it
received the assessment and demonstration from architecture experts and
professors in four key construction universities respectively, which belong to
“the 211 project” or “the 985 project” in China.

On the occasion of the publication of this book., I realize that so many kind
teachers and warm-hearted friends have ever given me a hand or promoted me in
one way or another when looking back on my eight-year learning career in Hefei
University of Technology. Thanks to the care and help from my teachers and
friends, I've made so much progress and so many achievements. First of all, I
would like to thank my tutor, professor Wu Yongfa, from whom I've received
much guidance and care not only in work, but also in study and life, during the
whole process in which I strive to obtain bachelor-degree and master-degree .
Over the past eight years, his words and deeds have made me have a new
profound understanding of architectures and cities. His meticulous style in
teaching students will also become a yardstick for my future work. From a
selection of subjects to the guidance in the writing process, and even to the
modification. Professor Wu Yongfa has made unremitting endeavors. His noble
qualities and virtues such as profound knowledge, conscientious working
attitude, self-discipline and generosity have taught me a lot and influenced me
profoundly. And I'd like to extend special thanks to professor Liao Zaiyi in
Ryerson University, Canada, which is ten-thousand miles from China, for his

guidance to me in researching methods and techniques adopted in this book.
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Still, T want to thank professor Zhang Wengqi, associate professor Su Jianming.,
Chen Lihua, Wang Dongpo, and Xu Zhen. I benefit a lot from their profound
knowledge and careful and dedicated working attitude which have deeply
influenced me. At the same time, Professor Li Zao, associated professor Chen
Gang, Professor Su Jihui, professor Ye Peng, associated Professor Zheng
Xianyou, and teacher Zhang Xiaorui also assisted me much. I'd like to thank
them for teaching me solid professional knowledge and researching methods
during my eight-year study in Hefei University of Technology. Last but not the
least, I appreciate the sincere helps and suggestions from my classmates Zheng
Zhiyuan, Xu Yaodong, Chen Rui, Wang Suyi, Liu Fang, Zhujie, Hong Jiang,
and Xing Cheng. I learn a lot through our communications.

During the preparation process of this book, many planning, designing,
and cultural protection units of all levels from cities, districts and counties like
Huang Shan city and Yixian county, together with the world cultural heritage
place, Xi Di and some villages and towns like Hong village management
committee offered vigorous supports as well as valuable materials and
information. For this, I'd like to extend my sincere thanks. During the process
of this book’s editing and publication, 1 received the warm-hearted assistance
from Lu Xiangjun. a senior editor of Hefei University ol Technology Press.

Here, I want to show my heartfelt gratitude once again to all of them.

by the Author
July,2012
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