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Forward to the Chinese language edition

of A History of Glass-forming

ﬁ ny human artefact is the result of the interweaving of a complex series of
factors. Economic, social, stylistic, and not least the impact of the material
and it’s processes.

The unique properties and equally unique shaping characteristics of glass and
their contribution to the final object is, in many instances, of paramount importance.
It is, however often overlooked and undervalued. My motivation in writing this book
was to pay homage to the thousands of creative individuals who, often anonymously,
used their ingenuity and innate understanding of the material of glass to invent and
refine processes, tools, machines and techniques which, in partnership with the
material were capable of shaping glass into useful and beautiful human products.

The publication of a Chinese language edition gives me great pleasure. One
of the historical characteristics of glass is that it flourishes in dynamic centres of

enterprise and culture. China is clearly both.

Keith Cummings January 2013
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