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Biography of Xiaoyan Lin

Born in Chaozhou, Guangdong, China

June 1993, graduated from Department of Fine Arts, South China Normal University
Associate Professor, Master tutor ,Institute of Fine Arts and Design, Guangzhou
University

Works Exhibited

1994, Longing and Waiting (0il on Canvas), Group Exhibition of Guangdong Province in
Celebration of 45th Anniversary of P. R. China

1999, A Summer Day (0il Painting), Group Exhibition of Guangdong Province in
Celebration of 50th Anniversary of P. R. China

2003, Sketches of Cityscapes (0il Painting), the 2nd Exhibition of Contemporary 0il
Paintings

2004, Libra (0il on Canvas), Award for Excellence in “Road to Prosperity - Group
Exhibition for Fine Arts and Photographing of Guangdong Province”

2006, A Materialistic Generation (0il Painting), Group Exhibition Tour of Small 0il
Paintings of Guangdong Province

2010, Listening 3 (0il Painting), Listening 4 (0il Painting), National Invitational
Exhibition of Fine Arts for Institutes for Higher Education

2011, Summer Flower Series (Watercolor), 3rd Prize in the First National Group
Exhibition for Teachersof Fine Arts

2012, the Eden, 3rd Prize in Group Exhibition of 0il Paintings for Institutes of
Higher Education inGuangdong

2012, first personal show in Space for Paintings and Music, a gallery in Guangzhou,
featuring 53 works which received critical acclaims

Published Works and Essays

Sketches by Xiaoyan Lin, Ling-Nan Press of Fine Arts, 2004

Selections of Xiaoyan Lin, Ling-Nan Press of Fine Arts, 2009

Study of Perspective, Ling—Nan Press of Fine Arts, 2003

Sketch, Ling—Nan Press of Fine Arts, 2003

Published more than 30 essays and articles on mainstream journals and magazines
including Fine Arts

Observations on Fine Arts, Arts and Education of Arts, Decoration, Art Panorama,
Territories of FineArts
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Xiao Yan s Paintings: Bourgeois Sentiment

Xiao Yan is pretty, just like her paintings.

She likes to draw flowers in different poses and expressions. Her flower paintings
are colorful and passionate, just like her character - pure, kind, naive and romantic in
some way.

She likes to draw gardens with winding paths and enchanting, colorful views. Her
garden paintings bring viewers into a peaceful yet vivid world, just like her life -
free, emotional, and dreamlike in some way.

She likes her life. That's why she drew a series of paintings of her house, a small
but cozy one, equipped with beautiful curtains, wicker chairs, a small cherry tree,
and bonsai, all of her taste and with certain bourgeois sentiments. She likes to place
herself in her paintings at an unnoticeable corners in her house, or rather, let the
corners “decorate” her paintings, because paintings in corners look more vivid and of her
unique and noble style

She likes nature, more than anything else. That's why she drew a series of paintings
of natural scenes and landscapes. The endless tulip flower field, pond, golden leaves,
small road leading to far way, and her favorite red house- They are her paradise. There
must be blue sky and white clouds, but no birds, because they are free creatures and need
their own sky

She likes to draw small-size paintings. When she draws, she looks like a little girl
in kindergarten, very dedicated and free, following no rules but only her imagination
She doest not need to think about layout and color combination. What she needs to do is
to let her brush run on paper, and the paintings drawn in such a way are just marvelous
I believe they originate in her heart. They are small in size, but big in significance

It is easy to understand Xiao Yan's pursuit and thoughts by watching her paintings.
People write articles to express what they think. The same can be said in paintings. A
painter without material desire is able to draw paintings with spirit and stvle. Xiao
Yan is one of such painters. It is difficult to find many painters like Xiao Yan in this
society where most people only care about power, money, and their own benefits. I always
use the word “gorgeous” to describe Xiao Yan, because her paintings, character, and the
way she talks and wears are so tasteful and elegant

Xiao Yan is gifted in many ways. She is good at oil painting and water color
painting. Her sketches are skillful and unique. She is a regular in singing and dancing
activities in her school. She is an extraordinarily good folk singer. She is also a good
teacher that is highly praised by her students, undergraduate and graduate

Born in Chaozhou, a famous city in Chinese history, Xiao Yan has all the merits and
virtues of Chaozhou girls. A friend of mine, who was born in the north of China, once
told me that it was hard to believe that Chaozhou girls prefer men who can write poem,
with good handwriting, and can draw painting to those who can make money. It may be a
joke, but it shows that people in Chaozhou are more cultural than those in other places
Xiao Yan is a typical Chaozhou girl, traditional and well educated. She reminds me of Sun
Quan, the wife of Yu Dafu, a famous scholar in the Republican period of China.

I was lucky to view Xiao Yan's painting album before its publication. The paintings
are so brilliant that I hope 1 can have one, if possible. [ believe my humble study will
look more elegant if there is one of Xiao Yan's paintings in it.

Professor Wang Xiaoshu
March 30, 2013
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Professor Wang Xiaoshu

Dean, School of Art and Design, Guangzhou University
Supervisor of master student of Fine Arts

Renowned watercolorist

Member of the Chinese Artists Association

Vice Chairman, Guangdong Artists Association

Member of Grant Review Group, Academic Degrees Committee of the

Council

Textbook reviewer, Ministry of Education

Member of China Council for Promotion of Arts Education

Member of Chinese Art Education Committee

Member of Vice Chairman of Art and Design Committee of Guangdong
Chairman, Guangzhou Aesthetic Education Committee

State






Pure and Fresh: Xiao Yan' s Painting

"Morning dew covers the legs of a little deer/Who jumps over a stream in misty
forest/A swallow flies over/Her chirping echoes in the sky”

One day in February 2012, 1 had the chance to enjoy the paintings of Xiao Yan
(Professor Lin) in her studio. She asked me to make a poem within three steps of
walking. 1 wrote the poem above and devoted it to Xiao Yan.

The poem was just for fun. In fact, I was there because Xiao Yan asked me to write
an article for her new painting album. I felt honored to do so

Xiao Yan is elegant, not only in the way she looks, talks, and walks, but also
in the way she paints. Every line and every color block of her paintings demonstrate
lasting appeal and elegant taste.

She is talented and intelligent, and she is a great poet. Her poems are just like

her paintings - pure and passionate. The following poem of hers is my favorite:
You are my moon/Looking down at me/I can feel vou without raising my eves/You are kind
and generous/Always make me happy when [ look at you/And cloud can never block your
light/I dance for you in tranquil wilderness/Just for seeing smile in your face/My red
skirt looks beautiful in your silver light/You are my moon/Looking down at me/l enjoy
the distance between us/And wish this forever:/

With solid painting skills, Xiao Yan is able to demonstrate whatever hard-to-
express feelings using her brush. Her paintings are animated and vivid, and at the same
time give viewers a room of imagination

She pursues truth, the good, and the beautiful. She worships God, loves life and
nature, and is faithful. She tries very hard to show love in her works. That's why her
paintings always demonstrate generosity, kindness, harmony, elegance, and love

She is always learning. That’s why she improves all the time

With high pursuit and integrity, Xiao Yan created many marvelous works. The lines,
flowers, scenes, and landscapes in her paintings are unique, holy, fresh, harmonious,
and peaceful. Looking at her paintings, T sometimes feel she is a saint, trying to
share love and wisdom with the world

In cold morning, sunny afternoon, or starry night, this elegant and kind woman
never stops working. She is not painting, but rather living with her painting

[ am not an artist, but I watched countless paintings. From my experience, | would
say Xiao Yan's works are among the masterpieces of our age, because they are so vivid
fresh, and unique, with skillful combination of colors and shadows of western paintings
and poetic, surreal concept of Chinese paintings

Lin Runsheng
April 2012 (Jieyang)
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Lin Runsheng

Member of Chinese Poetry Association

Member of Writers Association of Guangdong
Consultant, Jievang Zhouyi Research Society
Former Director, Department of Education, Jieyang
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Blossom

You' ve waiting ey this moment

lFor a long time

Though after this moment

You' 11 wither and ull

You sing in the swoeet dew ol grace
For the Kindness ol the Creator



30cm X 30em/ KFE /2011, 11

Blossom/30em X 30em/Water color/2011. 11




