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Reuding Skill: Skimming

Skimming is reading for the general idea or the big picture. As a rapid-reading
skill, skimming is not new to you. If you do one of the following, you will find
yourself skimming:

1 Reread material you have already studied.

2 Look over and-sort out your mail.

3 Flip through a new book or magazine.

4 Keep informed in a general way about the news.

When you do not intend to read closely, you start skimming. The key word
for skimming is “general.” Your attention should be focused on a general overview,
not detailed knowledge. You should look for only the topic, the main idea, the main
points. Skimming is not the same as careful reading. In fact, some people don't call it
reading at all; they call it “semireading.” Good skimmers read selectively, completely
skipping over some sentences, paragraphs, even whole pages. They know that they
can always come back and read for details, if they wish.

How to skim: Let your eyes “float” down over the content of the text, looking
for clue words that may tell you who, what, when, where, how many, or how much.
Look also for the writer’s direction words. Such words as furthermore and also
suggest that the preceding thought is still being discussed. Words such as however,
yet and on the contrary suggest that the thought is apt to reverse itself or take another
direction. The following practical steps for skimming are suggested to help you get
started:

1 Read the title.

2 Note the author’s name and the source of the text.

3 Read the first paragraph completely.

4 Read subheadings and first sentences of remaining paragraphs.

5 Alternately read and “float” over the body of the material, looking for the
following:

€ Main ideas of paragraphs, with some of the more important supporting
details;

€ Clue words, such as names, dates, and qualifying adjectives;

€ Direction words, indicating the writer’s agreement or disagreement with
the idea under discussion;

€ Numbered sequences and ideas set off by attention-getting markings,
such as italic or boldface type, capital letters, asterisks and so on.

6 If the final paragraph appears to be a summary, read it completely.
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Unit

Directions: You are expected to read this section in class. Don’t preview.

Letter Perception

Find the identical unit as quickly as you can and cross it out.

Key unit
1 edu
D /ata
3 ose
4 nik
5 sgly
6 unt
7 fus
8 pid
9 wan
10 ugh
11 obs
12 dwn
13 lat
14 eur
15 dec

Word Peréeption

Find the identical

Key word
hill
hear
cite
whit
crude

TR WN =

ebu
ira
ose
uik
ylg
uni
fns °
pig
win
ugh
ods
dmn
lat
enc
dec

edn
ita
use
nih
glg
unt
fux
bid
man
ngh
cps
dwn
lar
euc
dce

cdu
irc
eso
nik
yly
nut
fus
big
wan
ugk
ops
bwn
lot
cur
bec

cbn
itc
usc
uih
gly
unr
fnx
pib
mau
nyh
obs
dnw
lor
enr
bce

Time:

Errors:

word as quickly as you can and cross it out.

hilt
hare
site
whir
cruel

bill
bear
cite
while
crude

kill
here
city
whit
crud

hill
hear
rite
white
cuddle
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Word Prefest

6 draw pawn brow raw draw drew
7 note dote note root nose hot
8 quit quite quiet quill quit . quilt
9 base base case basic ease pace
10 grade grudge grab grade grand grate
11 role vote sole hole rule role
12 frank flank frank friend fiend flunk
13 key keg bay hay kay key
14 scholar  schorl shovel schooner scholar school
15 different” different difference  diffident diffluent  differ
"Fne s S ST
Errors:

For each italicized word or expression, choose the best meaning below.

1

L 10

.1

This architect’s designs show a love of simplicity, which is very much his
hallmark.

A typical feature B special ability C official seal

With superior production techniques they were able to gain the edge in the
competition.

A border B blade C advantage

The Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank has trumped Lloyds by raising its offer.
A encouraged B defeated C bought

There was a stampede towards the stage when the singer appeared.
A trample B rush C panic

Certain growth factors spur stem cells to morph into specific kinds of cells, such
as bone or muscle.

A grow B move C change

ghg war devastated the economy and sadd/ed the country with a huge foreign
ebt.

A burdened B harnessed C oppressed

Being caught a third time will incur a hefty fine of $200.
A greatinforce B strong in build C large in size, weight, or amount

The Heavyweight champion will be given a shot at Holyfield’s world title.
A score B try C warning

This shelter offers women a haven from their abusive spouses.
A a place where animals can hide

B a place-where angels stay _

C a place where people feel safe

Residents of the flood-ravaged town are faring much better than one.might have
expected. 0 '
A getting along B being charged C spending money

The crux of packing lies in protecting the goods from moisture.
A climax B most important point C complicated issue




Unit 1 Education

achelér’s "Degréez G
Has It Lost Its Edge cmd Its Value? .

Once the hallmark of an educated and readily employable adult, the
bachelor’s degree is losing its edge. Quicker, cheaper programs offer
attractive career route alternatives while the more prestigious master’s is
trumping it, making it a mere steppingstone.

Studies show that people with four-year college degrees earn more
money than those without over their lifetime, that they are more likely to
find jobs and, once employed, are almost twice as likely to be selected for
on-the-job training.

This has prompted a stampede through college and university gates.

But studies are like photographs: They record the past. They say
nothing about the clear and present danger that the bachelor’s degree is
losing value.

“As more and more people get a bachelor’s degree, it becomes more
commonplace,” says Linda Serra Hagedorn, immediate past president of
the Association for the Study of Higher Education and associate dean and
professor at Iowa State University in Ames, lowa.

And, she adds, “not all bachelor’s are equal.” In many communities
around the country, the bachelor’s is not enough to make you stand out. “‘A
bachelor’s in what?’ That’s the question,” Professor Hagedorn says.

“A bachelor’s is what a high school diploma used to be,” suggests
Caryn McTighe Musil of the American Association of Colleges and
Universities. :

After World War II and through decades of postwar economic growth,
college attendance morphed from an exception into the desired norm.
In 1950, some 34 percent of adults had completed high school; today,
more than 30 percent have completed a bachelor’s. In 2009, colleges
and universities handed out more than 1.6 million bachelor’s degrees, a
number the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) expects will
grow to almost 2 million by 2020.

Spiraling degree inflation is what Richard Vedder, professor of
economics at Ohio University and adjunct scholar at the American
Enterprise Institute, calls it. The danger he sees is that growing numbers
of Americans will be unnecessarily saddled with hefty student loans.

“The fact is that it is not a sure shot you’re going to get the high-

paying job,” Professor Vedder says, and the notion that the earnings

differential “is continuing to grow and expand is somewhat suspect.”
Bachelor’s degree-holders may well earn 66 percent more than

high school graduates and 35 percent more than people with two-
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