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To adhere to the working policy by the publishing industry of inheriting the
history, accumulating the culture, serving the contemporary era, and prospering the
publishing, to strive to launch a major publishing project which shall play an important
role in promoting the socialist advanced culture construction and the progress of
human civilization, and to add the modern treasures to the national cultural treasury
so as to leave perennial classic works for the descendants and introduce the Chinese
culture to the world, our publishing house plans and publishes both in English and
Chinese Zmdiional Theatrrcal Opera of China — Puppet Animated Classic Theatrical

Opera Téxtbook for Overseas Contuctus lnsarures.
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The initiation of this Project is strongly supported by the State Administration

of Press, Publication, Radio, Film and Television and Beijing Municipal Press and
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Publication Bureau, and this Project has been the Project Selected into the Project
Library on Press and Publication Reform and Development by State Administration
of Press, Publication, Radio, Film and Television as "The Major Publication Project
on the Culture of Beijing City Going to the World" and Major Publication Project of
"Three One-Hundred" by Capital Publication and Distribution Alliance.
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The Project includes two Books(Volume 1 & 2) and two DVDs(Part 1 & 2). The
Project has selected the most famous 8 classic operas of China — Beijing Opera, Kunqu
Opera, Henan Opera, Cantonese Opera, Yueju Opera, Pingju Opera, Shaanxi Opera,
and Huangmei Opera, and uses either the puppet or diagram to interpret each opera'
origin and development, the types of roles, schools and arts, famous masters, classic

repertoires, etc.
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V.1 of the books introduces the four representative operas in North China —
Beijing Opera, Henan Opera, Shaanxi Opera, and Pingju Opera, while V.2 introduces
the other four representative operas — Kunqu Opera, Yueju Opera, Huangmei Opera,

and Cantonese Opera.
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Part 1 of the discs applies the vivid and lovely image of "Dragon Mike" to
beautifully narrate the origin, development, types of roles and other things of eight
traditional theatrical operas of China. While part 2 of the discs demonstrates the
Chinese theatrical operatic costumes, facial make-ups and the main accompaniment
musical instruments, and selects eight excerpts including 7%e Drunken Beautr of
Betjing Opera, 7%4e Peony Favition of Kunqu Opera, Mu Guiring Takes Command
of Henan Opera, Goddess Marrizge of Huangmei Opera, Lxvecuting Chen Shimer
of Shaanxi Opera, 7%4¢ Dream of Red Mansrons of Yueju Opera, 7%e Flower as
the Marchmaker of Pingju Opera, and 7zng Botu Falls mn Love with Qruxiang of
Cantonese Opera, in the form of puppet animation for the foreign and Chinese

readers to appreciate.
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Zraditronal Theatrical Opera of China — Pupper Animared Classic Thearrical

Opera 1éxtbook for Overseas Contucius lnsututes will come off the press soon, and
we hope that this project can help the Chinese theatrical opera with its unique charm
go out into the overseas Confucius Institutes and other parts of the world, and let as
many people as possible to share the traditional Chinese theatrical opera the common

heritage of mankind.
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It is said that Chinese Kunqu Opera is as beautiful as porcelain of China,

though the opera is dynamic while the porcelain is static.
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Today let's come to learn something about Kunqu Opera, one of the oldest and

existent opera forms in China, whose most representative show is 7%e Peony Pavilion.
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Originating from Kunshan area in Suzhou, China, Kunqu Opera, which was at
first merely the folk canzonet, was generally called melodies for Kunshan Tune or
for Kun Tune in the Ming Dynasty. The vernacular in Suzhou area, which is called
"Suzhou soft dialect", sounds soft and fresh like the water gently flowing beneath
a little bridge in the regions of the south of the Yangtze River, and the popular

melodies for Kunshan Tune here sound gentle and mild as well.

SR EHH AR, FOEEE—RERAELET . UL S i EL g 45 e i
fikzs, 2HEAZOKRES, mEL, E2 NS, REER
IR T . PRAE, XA—MFS, EREEEXILAE. TEE?
i, REAATENTRE .. BIERAREXE . Y, fEF Xk
FrZ, stREBA, mIMRERES, £

EHCOEFRWRIE T, EXEECSNEN, BCeERi. R ilstixXredrs

15N A

HIRIR YR IRATROL T N,

(Y

i

In the middle of the Ming Dynasty, Suzhou, a famous metropolis and an
abundant place just as what it is now, was far ahead other districts in economy,
culture and so on; and Kunshan was a prosperous and lively place for convenient
shipping. Do you think who would refuse to live and work in such a pleasant
place? That's why a lot of talented musicians and dramatists gathered here. At that

time in China, there was a class of literati and officialdom comprising intellectuals.
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They liked to get together and talked about the popular local opera in Kunshan
area. Some of them have their own theatrical troupes at home, and even took part
in performances, creating Kunqu Opera themselves; thus Kunqu Opera gradually

became flourishing.

It was this common interest that made the pomp of Mid-Autumn Festival joint
performance of quyi(folk art forms) come true in Huqiu, Suzhou, and lasted for 200
years. It was an annually national opera competition in which Kunqu Opera played

a major part.

e TR IRE o [T et | (] e W

S R LTOT Y N

005



