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ABSTRACT

Government press spokesperson is the communication representative of
government, serving as a bridge between the government and the media and
joining the government and the public in communication. Language is the
chief means utilized by spokesperson communicating with the media and the
related people. Spokesperson expresses opinions primarily through language,
evaluates his language effects through language from the counter part, and or-
ganizes the diction of his answers based on the wording of questions from the
counter part. His words are related not only to the effects of information com-
munication but also to the government image and some other
issues. Therefore, to illustrate policy and answer questions with what kind of
language, which can be best accepted by the media and the public and a-
chieve the best effect of communication, is the key issue that each govern-
ment spokesperson should think over and put into practice.

This dissertation takes the language style of press spokesperson as re-
search object and, following the logic of people-language-style, elaborates on
the relationship among “ press spokesperson”, “press spokesperson’s lan-
guage” and “press spokesperson’s language style” in the communication con-
text of news conference. Perceived from the angle of man, language style is
the manifestation of a person’s style on language. It is the combination of truth-
ful and quality language production coming out of one’s heart, and it is the
internal and external high level reflection and expression of language user in
communication. This dissertation emphasizes particularly on approaching style
from people’s individuality. Based on analysis of press spokespersons’ lan-
guage condition, it expounds on why press spokesperson need individuality
and style; based on description of real language communication situations, it

discusses the relationship between individuality and commonness, relation-
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ship between individuality and cooperation and the interpretation of coopera-
tion, which offers multi-angle understanding of style clusters . It is believed
in this dissertation that style is a comparatively mature individuality, which
may very from person to person but should not be labeled as good or
bad. Anything that can be called styles has no distinction of being good or
bad. It is a person’s innermost sincerity, being lenient wherever possible,
being friendly and nice to others, and the manifestation of internal cordiality
going external. There are different types of style, and one type varies in de-
gree. Individualized and stylistic language expression contributes greatly to
people’s language communication, helps people use language to cooperate,
promotes mutual benefits between people’s language use and social develop-
ment. In communication, maintaining independence without segregating,
subordinating, and conflicting, bring one’s ability into full play while coop-
erating well with others, these are style. The dissertation makes generalization
and analysis of the seven situations relating to spokespersons’ languages and
styles, and major elements and means of language styles from their language
practice. Statistic analysis on press conference language materials from three
spokespersons of Shanghai and the Foreign Affairs Ministry is carried out,
and case study of individualized spokesperson’s language is given more atten-
tion.

Based on the real situation of our government press spokespersons’ lan-
guage and through the investigation and analysis of their language condition,
this research is engaged in discovering formal signs that can display and influ-
ence language style of spokesperson, generalizing some situations relating to
spokesperson’s language style, and in turn explain the connotation of
spokesperson’s language style. It is aimed to provide suggestions and refer-

ences for the future improvement of spokesperson’s language.

KEY WORDS: press spokesperson, language, style, individuality, co-

operate
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