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In the human history, the book is the crystallization of civilization as well as the carrier of
beauty. No matter in the East or in the West. generation after generation of book designers
are devoted to extending the connotation of books and giving the reader the enjoyment of
beauty through different methods and techniques.

Nearly ten years has gone by since “The Beauty of Books in China™ award was established.
Over the decade. the judging panel has been selecting and recommending award winners to
attend competitions of “Best Book Design from all over the World™ under the commission
of the German Book Art Foundation. Up till now, 208 books have won the award of “The
Beauty of Books in China™ and 11 books have won the award of “Best Book Design from
all over the World”. The award winners include not only renowned book-design masters,
but also the rising stars in this circle. Their talented and inspirational works of design
have constantly brought highlights and surprises to “The Beauty of Books in China™. and
showcased excellent design works rich in Chinese elements on the international arena of

book design— “Best Book Design from all over the World™,

The “Beauty of Books in China™ award has upgraded the level of China’s contemporary

book design, prompted China’s book design art and designers to go international. and



stimulated the communication between Chinese and western designers: thus, it has got
effective results. This award is not only the brand of China’s cultural circle, but also a
vigorous member of worldwide book design art. and has objectively reflected new changes
and hot focuses of China’s book design ideas: it has become the window through which the

international peer can observe and understand China’s publishing.

In recent years, book design in China has made tremendous progress. Chinese publishers
and book designers have reached the agreement that book design should cater to the
following features: conciseness, fluency, light weight, being avant-garde. all in a return to
the main functions of the book. Their concept of designing is innovative in that they attach
equal importance to the inheritance and continuity of national cultural traditions and the
absorption of new ideas and new elements from their peers outside the country. The book
manufacturing technology in China has also been noticeably innovated. Many award-
winning works are not only made of well-chosen materials. but also exquisitely printed
with sophisticated techniques. The books winning “The Beauty of Books in China™ awards
reflect the achievements made in China’s book designing and their current level and embody
the innovative and exploring spirit of China’s book designers who keep conducting cultural
exchanges with the outside world and integrate the new trends in world book designing into

their works while standing firmly on the national cultural soil.

As what has been done before, the works winning “The Beauty of Books in China™ awards
in the recent three years are compiled and published in this book, dedicated to the book
designers and the people who love book designing both at home and abroad so as to sum
up experience and inspire followers. On this occasion, I sincerely congratulate the book
designers in our country on the achievements they have made and hope more and more
Chinese book designers attend the Leipzig Exhibition and introduce their works of art to
the whole world through the bridge of “The Beauty of Books in China”. Last but not least. |
would also like to express my heartfelt thanks to the designers, the editors and the publishers

who have devoted their energy and efforts to the publishing of this book.

Fang Shizhong

June, 2013, Shanghai

(The author of the preface is the Director-General of Shanghai Press and Publication Administration &

Chairman of the Organizing Committee of “The Beauty of Books in China™)
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