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A Comprehensive Analysis on the Influence of “Parallel Applications”
in the College Entrance Examinations

Feng Jianmin

[ Abstract| The college entrance examinations drag in the interests of all sides, and so a
slight move in one part may affect the whole situation with major consequences, and an instance of
this is the implementation of the “parallel applications™ which took place seven years ago with
profound impact upon the examinees, the institutes of higher learning as well as the elementary
education. So far as the examinees are concerned, they have more chances for enrollment and less
for failure. Meanwhile, the colleges and universities have more stable recruitment, for the
phenomenon of * alternate bearing” has vanished basically. Consequently, the competition for
students has been aggravated, which in return stimulates the colleges and universities to improve
their educational program and attach great importance to build up a brand image. The fact that
new students of all colleges and universities have performed fairly well in the entrance
examinations tends to produce new challenges to the institutes of higher learning, who become
more sensitive to the rank differentiation among universities. Regarding the elementary education,
the present practice of “score first” in the college entrance examinations and enrollment will
definitely encourage the * examination-oriented education” and discourage the * quality
education” .

[ Key words | reform of college entrance examinations; parallel applications; differential ap-

plications
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