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Abstract

On the History of Historical Data Science in Chinese Philosophy’s History
traces back to the Chinese philosophy’s historical data science’s emergence and
development, and then reveals its law of development and predicts its future
trend.

The works concerning historical data science in Chinese philosophy’s history
which are the main research objects of this book mostly include two parts. One is
the general theory of historical data science, providing steps and strategies for
the collection, identification, collation, explanation, and Jiyi (to compile and
edit scattering documents and manuscripts) of historical data. The other is the
brief introduction to historical data, undertaking the function of guidance to
reading through introducing the works, figures and schools in the history of
Chinese philosophy. In a sense, these two parts are just the main clue to the de-
velopment of this subject. We can see that not only are the percentage of general
theory part in the relevant works enlarged continuously, but also both of the two
parts are developing. To be specific, the depth of theoretical research about the
method of the historical data science is deepened increasingly, while the scope
and pattern of historical data’s introduction is improved day by day. Therefore,
the main criterion for separating historical stages is found. That is, the
characteristic which is showed by the general theory part and the introduction
part in a certain thinker’s historical data science research. With the help of the
secondary criterion which is era and subject awareness’s having or not, we
divides the history of historical data science in Chinese philosophy’s history into
four stages: budding, shaping, developing and surmounting.

The budding stage is represented by Hu Shi and Liang Qichao. As for Hu
Shi, this book introduces his preliminary research on historical data science’s
relevant problems when he studied abroad, his systematical discussion on the

method of historical data research in Outline of Chinese Philosophy’s History, and
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his later research on Buddhism which leads the method of historical data’s
research into a certain field. As for Liang Qichao, the book analyzes the
characteristic and style when he introduces the historical data relative to Chinese
philosophy, and mainly introduces his classification, collection, identification,
Jiyi, collation on historical data in his later years. His historical data method
about Buddhism materials especially sutra bibliography is discussed too. Three
merits lie in this stage’s research: close combination of Chinese traditional
textology and western positivism textual research method, transformation of phil-
osophical materials from inner life-style to external reflective object, general
sketch of historical data science in Chinese philosophy’s history. However, their
research are lack of independent subject awareness and are excessively simple in
quantity.

The shaping stage is represented by Zhu Qianzhi and Feng Youlan. Firstly,
the book introduces Zhu Qianzhi’s contribution from six aspects. They are,
selecting important topics to design chapter style, progressively transforming to
define historical data science in Chinese philosophy’s history by three-level,
providing three-layer proofs to explain Yin and Shang dynasties ‘ philosophical
materials, displaying Yi-ology materials’ process through three stages, dividing
Lao Zi and Zhuang Zi’s philosophical materials into three schools, compiling
philosophical materials in modern times based on the principle of discarding the
dross and selecting the essential. Secondly, it discusses Feng Youlan’s research
on historical data science, which is separated into 1920s-1940s ( the initial
stage) , 19505-1960s (the subject stage) and 1980s-1990s ( the supplement
stage). There are three characteristics of the shaping stage: clear subject
awareness, Marxism as guidance, diversification of writing style. But there are
still two aspects needed to be improved. The theoretical interpretation about
historical data method is seriously insufficient and scattered. The introduction to
specific philosophical classics is somewhat brief.

The developing stage is represented by Zhang Dai’nian, Liu Jian’guo and
Shi Jun. With regard to Mr. Zhang, this book talks about his historical data
method which is embodied by testifying Lao Zi’s year in the 1930s, and his con-

centrated research on historical data science in Chinese philosophy’s history in



6 PETAZEERNERR 1/

the 1970s — 1980s. Concerning Mr. Liu, it introduces his advance in theory
paris, especially in brief introduction part, based on his two works—The
Synopsis of Historical Data Science in Chinese Philosophy’s History and The
Justification for the Pseudograph of Pre-Qin Dynasty. As for Mr. Shi, the book
excavates his related research in the 1930s and 1940s, and then elaborates his
systemic research in his Lecture Notes of Historical Data Science in Chinese
Philosophy’s History in the 1980s. To sum up, in this stage, the theoretical ex-
planation of historical data method is already having a certain scale, and the in-
troduction to special philosophical materials is perfected. Simultaneously, the
application of Marxism is already comparatively mature. It’s a pity that the
scholars in this stage have not put method of historical data science with a certain
scale and system into writing practice.

The surmounting stage is represented by Xiao Shafu, Liu Wenying and the
writers of Discussing Manuscript of Historical Data Science in Chinese Philosophy’s
History. Concerning Mr. Xiao, this book uses two parts. They are, scattered
remarks on the problem of historical data science in the 1960s and 1980s, and
systematical research in the 1990s. In addition, Mr. Xiao implants systematical
theory part into writing practice, and it is regarded as the most great
contribution. Mr. Liu’s contributions mainly lie in three aspects. The first one is
systematical orientation of the subject. The second one is to extrude the
theoretical research of the method of the historical data. The third one is the
expanding of the research field. Discussing Manuscript of Historical Data Science
in Chinese Philosophy’s History has three contributions too. Firstly, much larger-
scale and more systematic methodology of historical data science is discussed.
Secondly, perfect subject system is conceived. Lastly, introducing law of
historical data— common and accessible—is put forward. There are three char-
acteristics of this stage. Firstly, general theory of historical data science’s
method with a certain scale and system enters into the writing system. Secondly,
subject system is reflected. Thirdly, features are showed in the introduction to
specific philosophical materials. Nevertheless, both the theory part and the in-
troduction part need to be improved.

In the end, this book summarizes the developing law and the future trend of
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historical data science in Chinese philosophy’s history while reflecting the process
of this subject. It is reasonable to think that, there is a process from having
nothing to having, from basic subject to branch subject when judging from the
angle of subject orientation, a process from superficial to gradually perfect,
gradually systematical while seeing from the angle of the method of historical data
science, a process from comparatively brief to gradually much wider and deeper
while analyzing from the angle of historical data’s introduction, and a process
from only having simple introduction of historical data to a larger scale and then
to occupying half of a book when checking the percentage of the theory part and
the introduction part in a book of historical data science. While moving towards
maturation, it predicts eight research trends of this subject. Firstly, theoretical
research of historical data science’s method will be deepened. Secondly,
research mode will be reflected. Thirdly, the research of the dynastic history,
special history and school history of the historical data science will be carried on.
Fourthly, new archaeological achievements will be continuously assimilated.
Fifthly, the materials’ attributes will be paid more attention to when introducing
specific ones. Sixthly, the system of the subject will be more normative and
scientific. Seventhly, the achievements of informatization, electronization and
networking will be contained immediately. Eighthly, more importance will be
attached to the study of the history of historical data science in Chinese

philosophy’s history.
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