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Foreword

amily structures are undergoing constant change, influenced by a host
F of factors. Cultural traditions and religious convictions shape family
roles and structures, as do education, economic and technological progress
and (socio-) political values. Societal change in Asia and in the Western
world have very different points of departure, although in both regions
cultural and religious values seem to be losing influence. The transformation
owing to modernization experienced by Western societies in the past 150
years from the onset of industrialization has been experienced by Asian
societies in accelerated fashion over the past 30 years or so.

In Western democratic countries in particular the development of a
large middle class and the women’s movement, with its demands for equal
rights, have permanently changed family structures. Traditional large
families were already on the way out as the continent started to rebuild
after the WW]]. The typical small family consisting of a father, a mother
and two children became the ideal family model in the Western world.
Since the 1970s social change has been shaped primarily by

individualization, leading to increasing social differentiation. A heightened
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pluralism with regard to lifestyles can be observed: there are more single-
person households, patchwork families and same-sex partnerships. The
question of what constitutes a family is answered more differently today
than in the past. In Germany, a majority of people take the view that
“wherever there are children there is also a family”, thus breaking with the
traditional model of the family as comprising parents and their natural
children.

The ideal family model in recent Chinese history was largely shaped by
the one-child policy: father, mother and child. However, the general
conception of the family goes beyond this small family and includes the
father's and mother’s own parents and parents-in-law. Even though the
Confucian social contract is beginning to crumble with the increasing
emancipation of the younger generation, in China today the family is still
talked of as the basic social unit corresponding to Confucius’s notion of an
ideal social order. However, transition to a (post-)modern society is not to
be halted, even in China: the Reform and Opening-up policy that has been
implemented over the past 30 years or so has steadily increased individualization
and pluralization of lifestyles. Social change is also considerably influenced
by the enormous labor migration: around 250 million migrant workers live
and work far from their homes and in many cases see their families only
once a year, thereby loosening family ties and compromising the Confucian
contract between the generations.

With rising life expectancy, on one hand, and declining birth rates, on
the other, (post-)modern societies worldwide face the challenge of coping
with demographic change. The constantly declining number of active
workers paying into social security systems inevitably gives rise to the
problem of sustainably ensuring pensions and financing sickness and care
benefits and services. The challenge of an ageing society faces not only the
advanced industrialized countries but also—and especially—the emerging
countries of Asia because “they are becoming old before they become rich”,

In the Western industrialized countries the women’'s movement, in the
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spirit of 1968, broke with fossilized role models and prepared the “way
from the hearth to the workplace”. Mao promised “women can hold up half
of heaven” and thus equal rights and duties with men. However, in all
societies throughout the world women take on more household duties,
including raising children and caring for relatives. This sobering state of
affairs underlines that a sustainable transformation of roles is a far-reaching
societal process that, although influenced by such factors as prosperity,
education and policy measures, can be accomplished only slowly, due to
deeply-rooted values and norms.

Which policies are best suited to promote families depends on the
underlying normative goals and values. If, as in Western European
countries, the aim is to increase the birth rate and, at the same time, to
ensure a high employment rate among women, corresponding incentives
must be implemented and a suitable framework established. The
infrastructure for early childhood care is just as important in this respect as
women’s unhindered return to their previous occupation. China’s family
policy is still in its infancy, however. A family policy understood as state
support for families is desperately needed, given the still inadequate
development of social security systems. At present, three generations are
dependent on one another: children need the support from their parents as
soon as they bring their own children into the world because care provisions
for the under-threes are inadequate. However, this form of early childhood
care is possible for fewer and fewer grandparents due to the upcoming
raising of the pensionable age. On retirement they are once more dependent
on their children for support because care facilities and institutions for the
elderly remain underdeveloped in China.

Most articles presented in this book were drawn from the joint
conference of FES and Nanjing Normal University, Fudan University and
Jiangsu Provincial Federation of Philosophy and Social Science Circles on
the topic of “Family Changes and Public Policies in China”, held on
October 29 — 30, 2011, in Nanjing.
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In the name of the editors and on behalf of Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, I
would like to thank all the authors and translators involved in this
publication for their excellent work. We hope that this publication will be a

valuable contribution to the comparative research on family policy.

Catrina Schliger
Resident Director, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Shanghai Office
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