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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930), born in Edinburgh, Scotland, is best
known as the creator of Sherlock Holmes. He started writing after working
as a doctor and soon became one of the world’s best-known authors. Four
other books by Conan Doyle are also available in Bookworm Series: three
Sherlock Holmes stories, The Blue Diamond, The Norwood Mystery and

The Sign of Four, and an adventure story, The Lost World.
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BEFORE READING
1 Here are some of the people in The Emerald Crown. Who takes the crown?

a Alexander Holder, b Arthur Holder, ¢ Sir George Burnwell,
a banker Mr Holder’s son Arthur Holder’s friend

d Mary Holder, e Lucy, Mr Holder’s maid f Francis Prosper,
Mr Holder's niece Lucy’s friend
2 What does the criminal do with the crown?
The criminal

a [ ] takes the crown to a different country.

b [ ] breaks the crown and takes some of the emeralds from it.
¢ [ | sells the crown for a lot of money.

d [ | hides the crown in a tree for many years.

3 What do you think happens at the end of the story?
2



~ (hapter One ~—
A strange man
B8 —PEEAA

¢ olmes, I said one morning. ‘Come over here to the

Hwindow. There’s a very strange man in our street.’

My friend, the famous detective Sherlock Holmes, got up
slowly from his chair. He stood behind me, with his hands
in his pockets, and looked down into Baker Street. It was
a cold February morning, and the snow of the day before
was on the road.

The man in the street was about fifty,
tall, and fat. He wore expensive

clothes — a long black coat, a
tall hat and dark trousers. He
ran along the street, and he
looked very worried. His
hands went up and down %
quickly, and his head moved 5
from left to right. "

snow
n. something soft,
cold, and white

E

worried

adj. not happy
about something
and thinking a lot
about it
‘There’s a very strange man in our street.’ Bk



maid

n. awoman who
works ina rich
person’s house
HAR

pull

v. to move something
strongly towards you
Ak

bank

n. people put money
and expensive things
here

AT

‘What’s wrong with him?’ I said. ‘He's looking at the
numbers on all the houses.’

‘Watson, said Holmes. ‘He's coming here, I think.’

‘Here?’ I asked.

‘Yes,” said Holmes. ‘He’s very unhappy about something,
and he wants my help.’

Just then, the man stopped at our front door.

‘There . . . I told you, Watson, said Holmes with a smile.
‘He’s here to see me.’

Not long after that, the maid brought the man up to our
room. Soon he stood in front of us. His head moved from
left to right, and he put his hand up worriedly and pulled
his hair from time to time. His mouth opened, but he
couldn’t speak.

Holmes took him by the arm and smiled. ‘Please sit
down,” he said, and he took him across the room to one
of the chairs, and sat down next to him. ‘You'd like to tell
us your story. Is that right? You are tired. We can wait a
minute, and when you are ready, we can begin.’

The man sat for a minute or two. Holmes and I waited
quietly. Then, when he was ready, the man looked up and
began. ‘T look very strange, I know,” he said quietly.

‘No, no,” said Holmes. ‘You want to tell me something
important, that’s all.’

‘Why did this happen to me? It's the worst thing . . . the
very worst, said the stranger.

‘Please tell me your name, sir, and then you can tell me
your story,’ said Holmes.

‘Perhaps you know my name,’ said our visitor slowly. Tam
Alexander Holder of the Holder and Stevenson Bank of
Threadneedle Street.’



‘Ah yes,” said Holmes. ‘One of the oldest banks in
London.’

‘I'm sorry, sir, said Holder. ‘They told me about you and
said, “You must speak to Sherlock Holmes. He can help
you!” I came to see you at once. I ran from Baker Street
station to get here more quickly. It looked strange, I
know, because I don’t usually go running. Thank you for
waiting. I am ready now to begin.’

Holder then started to tell us his story:

Yesterday morning | was in my office at the bank when a man
came to see me. When | saw him, | was very surprised. He was
a very famous man. I'm sorry, but | can’t tell you his name —
because he’s one of the British royal family.

‘Mr Holder,’ he said. ‘People come to you to borrow money, |
hear.

‘Yes, they do,” | said. ‘And we always give it to them when we
can.

‘| see,’ said the man. ‘Well, | need to borrow fifty thousand
pounds from you at once’

‘Fifty thousand?’ | said.

‘Yes. | can borrow that money many times over from my
friends, of course. But | wanted to come to a bank for it. It’s not
good to borrow from friends. After you give the money back to
them, they always ask you for things later to say “thank you”’

‘And how long do you need this money?’ | asked.

‘For six days, said the man. ‘Someone is going to give me a
lot of money on Monday, so | can give back the fifty thousand
pounds to you then. But | need the money now.

‘Well, for the bank to give out fifty thousand pounds, you need
to leave something expensive with us,’ | said.

station
n. people get on
and off trains here

%3

surprised

adj. feeling that
something very new
is suddenly
happening
A p ]

royal family
the family of the
king or queen
%

borrow

v. to take for a

short time
1%



‘Do you know
the Emerald
Crown?’

emerald

n. avery expensive
green stone
GEL

crown

n. aking wears this
on his head

R

gold

n. an expensive

yellow metal
2T

The man then took out a big black box and put it on the table.
| was very surprised when he opened it.

‘Do you know the Emerald Crown?’ he said.

‘It's one of the most famous crowns in England,” | answered.

Well, this man took the Emerald Crown out of the box. It’s
gold with thirty-nine large emeralds — all of the most beautiful
green colour.

|

-~
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He told me, ‘Please be very careful with it, and don’t take it
away from the bank’

He also said, ‘Please don't tell any of your friends or family
about it’

He was afraid of a scandal for the royal family, | think.

Well, | gave the man the fifty thousand pounds. He thanked
me, and quickly left the bank. He's going to come back on
Monday morning for the crown.

But then | started to feel worried. One night last week
somebody went into a bank not far from us in Threadneedle
Street, and took a hundred thousand pounds from the
building. | was unhappy about leaving the Emerald Crown at
the bank. So last night | took it home with me.

| left work at about six o’clock. | closed the door of the bank
behind me and | looked carefully up and down Threadneedle
Street. In the dark nobody saw me put the black box
under my coat. | then took a carriage back to my house in
Streatham. It was, of course, a cold, snowy evening and the
carriage drove along very slowly. There was only one man in
the carriage with me and he didn't see the box, | know: | had
it under my coat all the time.

| felt pleased when | arrived home. | ran upstairs to my
office and put the black box into the desk there. | locked the
desk with a key and then went over to the window. Just then,
| saw somebody — a stranger — in the front garden.

| couldn’t see his face. He wore a hat and a long coat.
When he saw me at the window, he suddenly walked away. |
remember one thing about him: when he walked, one of his
legs moved strangely.

I then ran quickly downstairs and out into the garden. ‘Hello.
Who's there?” | called.

scandal

n. something that
a lot of people talk
about, in an angry
or interested way
HH

carriage

n. anold kind of
car that horses pull

P

desk

n. atable in a study
orin an office

SiE

lock

v. to close with a key
%

key

n. you can open or
close a lock with
this

R



READING CHECK

Are these sentences true or false? Tick the boxes. True False
a It was a cold day in February, with snow on the road. ]
b Mr Holder looked worried when he spoke to Holmes. ] ]
¢ The Holder and Stevenson Bank is one of the newest London banks. [ ] (]
d A man from the Spanish royal family came to the bank. (] (]
e The man was afraid of a scandal. (] ]
f The man borrowed five hundred pounds from Holder. (] (]
g Holder took the Emerald Crown to his house. (] (]
h Holder saw a strange woman in the front garden. ] ]
WORD WORK

1 Match the words with the pictures.

1 desk 6 carriage n
2 emerald 7 surprised
3 crown 8 key
4 maid 9 gold
5 snow 10 lock
a.
—C @




2 Use the words from Activity 1 to complete these sentences.

a It was a cold day, and there was a lot of ........ SNOW. ... on the road.

b The royal family had @ big ..o with six white horses.

¢ When they arrived at the house, the ... answered the door.

d When you leave, please ... the front door with this Dig ..o .

e She needed a pen and some paper, so she looked inthe ..., for them.

f Anastasia wore a beautiful ... on her head. It had a big green
................................... at the front.

g He bought an expensive .........cccooeccrconrnneeee watch for his wife last Christmas.

h She looked very ... when we suddenly arrived at her house.

GUESS WHAT

What does Alexander Holder do in the next chapter? Read the sentences and write
Yes or No.

Holder ...

a talks to the strange man in b hits the strange man. ............
the garden. .............

¢ talks to the people in his family d runs away with the Emerald Crown.

about the Emerald Crown. .......... ... -



continue

v. to start again
after stopping
45

wild
adj. not doing what
someone wants

R E A

gambling club
a place where you
can play games
and win money

W3

play cards

to play a game
(like poker) with a
pack of cards

T

=~ (hapterTwo ~
Holder's story
B ERENNS

And did you find this man in the long coat and hat?’ I
asked.

‘No,” answered Holder. ‘T looked in the front and back
garden, but nobody was there.’

He stopped talking, and thought for a minute. ‘But
before I continue with my story, I must tell you about my
family, and all the different people in the house.’

‘Ah yes,’ said Holmes, and he moved his chair nearer.

‘My family isn’t very big,” said Holder. ‘My wife died ten
years ago and I've got only one son, Arthur. I'm sorry to
say it, but he isn't a very good son.

‘When my wife died, Arthur was the most important
thing for me. I wanted to make him happy, so when he
asked for something, I gave it to him. I was wrong to do it.

I know that now.

‘I wanted Arthur to work with me at the
bank, but he was no good with money.
He was a wild young man. When he
was eighteen, he started going to a
gambling club. He made friends
there — all rich young men with a
lot of time and money. With these
new friends he learned to play
cards but, of course, he often
lost. He came to me nearly
every week and asked, “Can I
borrow some more money from

you, father?"”

‘He was a wild young man.’

10



‘And did you give it to him?" I
asked interestedly.

‘Yes,' said Holder. ‘Arthur often
told me, “Father, I'm going to
leave the club!” And from time to
time he stopped going there. But
he always went back after a week
or two. There was one friend at
the club with a lot of power over
Arthur, an older man — Burnwell.’

‘Burnwell?’ asked Holmes.

‘Yes, Sir George Burnwell. Do you know him?’

‘I know his name, I think,” said Holmes. He looked
quickly over at me.

‘When Burnwell first came to our house, I liked him,’
continued Holder. ‘He’s a tall, handsome man. When
he walks into a room, everybody looks at him. He's a
wonderful talker: he can tell the most interesting stories
for hours and hours.

‘But he has a cold look in his eyes,’
said Holder slowly. ‘For me there's
something strange about him.
And my Mary thinks this, too.
[ can see it in her eyes.’

‘Who's Mary?’' 1 asked.

‘Mary is my niece,’
said Holder. ‘When my
brother died five years
ago, she came to live with
us.

Burnwell

power

n. being able to
make somebody or
something do what
you want

ek

handsome
adj. good-looking
e

niece

n. your sister’s (or
brother’s) daughter
1245 9SP435 %

Mary

11



‘Lucy, our most important maid.’ ‘She’s a wonderful girl,’

marry

v. to make someone
your wife or husband
Lyromormns £

admirer

n. an old word for
a person who likes
or loves another
person, often
secretly

&R

kitchen

n. the room in the
house where people
make things to eat
B %

12

continued Holder, ‘and
she does everything for
me at home. I call her my
“right hand”, you know.’
Holder looked out of the
window and smiled. But
the smile suddenly left
his face.

‘Only one thing makes me unhappy, said Holder.
‘Arthur loves Mary very much. Last year, he asked Mary
to marry him, but she said “no”. I feel very sorry about
this, because Arthur needs a good wife. And Mary is the
most wonderful girl.

Holder stopped talking and then, after a minute or two,
began again. ‘Now, where was I?’ he asked. ‘Ah, yes . . . yes.
Of course, there are the maids in the house, too. There are
three of them — good young girls, and all of them started
with me a number of years ago. And then there’s Lucy,
our most important maid. She came to us two months
ago. We're very happy with her. But the only thingis...’

‘What's that?’ I asked.

‘She’s very beautiful, and she has many admirers.
Sometimes they come to the kitchen door in the
evening . . . Holder then stopped. ‘Well, that’s everybody
at home, I think.’

‘And what about yesterday evening?’ asked Holmes.

‘Oh, yes, my story,” said Holder. ‘When I came back
into the house, it was time for dinner. And after dinner,
Lucy brought in some coffee for Arthur, Mary, and me.
Over coffee, I told Arthur and Mary all about the Emerald



