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INTRODUCTION

The Voice of America in Washington broadcasts several
slowspeed radio programs known as SPECIAL ENGLISH. The
program THIS IS AMERICA reports on life in the United States.
It tells about America’s people, places, government and culture.
SCIENCE IN THE NEWS reports on the latest developments in
technology , medicine, health-care and the environment. SPACE
AND MAN reports on research of both outer space and the inner
space of the human body. The program THE MAKING OF A
NATION tells the history of the United States. AMERICAN
MOSAIC is a radio magazine. It includes reports on the American
music groups, writers, sports and students’ life in the United
States. AMERICAN STORIES are adaptations of short stories
written by American authors. And TUNING IN THE USA by
Maxwell MacMillan is a program to help you improve your
English.
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Practical Exercises

Unit One
Space News

News Item 1
[ HxAE]

Space Shuttle i K K41

NHRRZFRIKZ R ER. ERIEFH KM KLY
BREGGEXRN —HFEZREZERTHE. SEXHNFH AR
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ARAL2W G M ERERE, EXZFITE"RI F4F
A7 BB ESERZPRNBIE"HREIE BIFEE
M AMERT DEATRNBNAFESE 1L AR
751 8 KEYKATH, AMURI M T M T2, 1 B
“HETRUE"THBE2XAHMERFTIEHE 2 i
HAE. 19854 | A“RAVSEEXRAE—KRER KT &
KEWBT“MEHR"ERDE. X 15 KAKX KHLAZh
MBHBAREE ALEEA - HHRA— MR I
. EE, 2E, B4, K ¥ E H 87t 25 Hl 69 Br4E “HO-
TEL"M T E R HHLEER &M R KA KL, X T iR
Ao BEREEHF K K, EEEHTER AR, RECEH
FHOEMK KL PTIFZFEN"S

Words and Expressions

1. astronaut ['mstrounat ] n. FHi R

2. space shuttle [speis '[atl ] ﬂﬁ,f'&m

3. Columbia [ka'lambio ] (ZEEDF{ H T S#i K KL

4. drug [drag ] n. Z5%

5. AIDS [eidz ] acquired immune deficiency syndrome 3% i % B

BRGENEBIESKEBERE TRZZSIE
6. cancer ['kmnsa 1n. SBIE

Exercises

Listen to News Item 1 and fill in the mi:ssing words.
Space News '

on the American space shuttle Columbia



are to out scientific experi-
ments.
They hope to _~ drugs to help
discases AIDSand _ . Columbia is to

to earth on Wednesday.

News Itemv. 2

Words and Expressions

show [fou ] vt. H R

celebrate [ 'selibreit ] vt. FRHf

Independence Day [indi'pendens dei | n.. EEMLLEH (7
A4.H)

land [lend ] vt. Z P

satellite ['saetolait ] n. LB

goal {goul ] n. HEY

Exercises

I
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

[ . Listen to News Item 2 and decide whether each of the follow-

ing statements is true or false.

1.
2.

This was the shuttle’s ninth flight in space.

The shuttle Columbia was expected to stay in space for
thirteen days.

This shuttle flight is the shortest one in American space

history.

. The shuttle will land on Thursday.
. Today is Christmas Day.



I . Listen to News Item 2 again and fill in the key words.

Space News
on the United States space

Columbia their scientific _~ dur-
ing their day in space. The also were

on television,  America’s In-
dependence Day. The shuttle will Wednesday af-
ter days in space, the _ shuttle fly e
ver.

News Item 3

Words and Expression

I. official [o'fifol ] n. B R

2. launch [lontf ] vt. K &f

3. Discovery [dis'kaveri ] n. (FEEN) “AIME AR K

4. delay [di'lei ] vi. $EiR

5. explosion [iks'plauzen ] n. {214E

6. Challenger ['tfzlindze ] n. (FEEAY) “PELE "SR K
7. Celsius ['selsiss ] a. {EZFCAY

8. weightlessness ['weitlisnis ] n. 2t

9. affect [a'fekt ] vt. $MW

Exercises

I . Listen to News Item 3 and complete each sentence below.
1. The American space shuttle Discovery is expected to

on according to




2. The launch may if temperatures

3. Six years ago the space shuttle Challenger

due to

4. How living things' are affected by the weightlessness of
space will
I. Listen to News Item 3 again and fill in the following blanks.
The United States

American space officials are to

the shuttle Discovery on Wednesday. However, they

say they may have to the launch if tempera-
tures -~ below _~ degrees Celsius.
Extremely cold weather _~ to the explosion of
the shuttle Challenger years ago. The

of the Discovery is planning to how
living things are _ by the weightlessness of
space.

News Item 4
[(FxT4E]

Cape Canaveral [keip ko'navaral ] £ 444EHr /R

HFREMRPOHFEM . (LFEBHF EE (Florida)
MEEABERS. BRATATER . ERA%E 52 2.
AERKMAEXELZRMASRE BREERNBEHTE
F LB LR B R S G E R RS .



Words and Expressions

1. Atlantis [=t'lentis ] n. (EEA) “W%‘é%%”%ﬁﬁfk

l

-l

(2]

Florida ['floride ] n. % BEEAM(EEME)
call for 3K

crew [kru: ] n. HlAAR

flight [flait ] n. K%T

6. Italian [i'tzelion ] a. A FIAY

Exercises

Listen to News Item 4 and complete each of the following sen-

tences.
1.

The space shuttle Atlantis is - from Cape
Canaveral, Florida.
The seven crew members are expected to
according to the plan.
An Italian satellite is

The statellite is connected to

The two goals of the experiment in space are to

and to




News Item 5

Words and Expressions
spacecraft ['speis 'kra:ft | n. H[l space shuttle
Exercises

I . Listen to News Item 5 and answer the following questions.
1. What are the Elstronauts on the space shuttle Columbia do-
ing?
2. When is the spacecraft planning to return to earth?
3. How long has the Columbia stayed in space?
4. How have the astronauts spent their time in space?
I. Listen to News Item 5 again and fill in the missing words.
Space News
Astronauts on the American space shuttle Columbia are

doing a final day of

Columbia is to return to earth tomorrow after a

flights, the ever for a shuttle

News Item 6

Words and Expression

1. space agency [speis 'eidzensi | FRLF

2. guidance system [ 'gaidens 'sistim | S:f{ &4
3. orbit ['obit ] n. HiE

4. involve [in'volv Jvt. Hee HFE B R



5. recapture ['ri'keeptfo ] vt. [E]U
6. attempt [a'tempt ] vt. iRE

Exercises

I . Listen to News Item 6 and decide whether the following state-

ments are true or false.
1. The European researc.:h satellite has got problems before its
launch from the spacecraft Atlantis.
2. The research satellite has got guidance trouble.
3. The satellite has not been released from the space shuttle
Atlantis yet.
4. The space shuttle is in a lower orbit than expected.
5. The guidance trouble can not affect any experiments in-
volving the satellite.
6. The spacecraft Atlantis is now trying to recapture the
troubled statellite. _
Listen to News Item 6 again and fill in the missing words.
Space News

research . satellite has

problems only hours !

its launch from the United States shuttle Atlantis.

Space say the satellite is prob-
lems with its - system. It is in a lower orbit
than . But officials say the trouble should not

any experiments

the satellite. The officials say the space shuttle will



not attempt to the satellite.

News Item 7
Words and Expressions

1. halt [halt ] vt. 4%k

2. deploy [di'ploi ] vt. ¥ &

3. wire ['waie ] n. &%

4. extend [iks'tend ] vt. &, 7E{
5. operation [pa'reifen ] n. $T3f

Exercises

I . Listen to News Item 7 and complete each of the following sen-
tences. ‘
1. The astronauts on the space shuttle Atlantis have been or-

dered to

2. There was a failure in extending

3. The satellite to the shuttle

according to

4. The goal of the experiment was to

I . Listen to News Item 7 again and fill in the missing words.

Space News
The American space has told astronauts
on the space Atlantis to ef-

9



forts to deploy an Italian satellite to the shut-

tle by a __ long wire. The satellite was to

about meters

when the wire to further.

The astronauts are planning to the satellite

back to the . Space officials
called the __ most difficult ever. The

of the experiment was to if the con-

necting wire could be used to electric power.

News Item 8
Words and Expressions

it

[$1]

postpone [poaust'poun ] vt. HER

2. release [ri'lis ] vt. AL
3s
4. technical ['teknikl ] a. FAM ;HA LA

European Space Agency X FALE (B IREEE)

design [di'zain ] vt. be designed to do sth &t X FHE

Exercises

Listen to News Item 8 and decide whether each of the following

statements is true or false.

|I. The launching of the European satellite from the Ameri-
can space shuttle Atlantis has been delayed for one day.

2. Technical problems with the system was discovered by the
Amercian Space Agency in Washington.

3. The European satellite was to be released on Saturday.



4. One of the experiments the satellite will do is to study the

effects of space travel on plants and animals. -

News Item 9

Words and Expressions

1. mi]it;'iry ('militeri ] a. ZEZHAY; ERM
2. be supposed to do sth [V iZ FH &

3. missile warning satellite ST T E
4

. spokesman [s'psuksmen ] n. BE A
Exercises

[ . Listen to News Item 9 and complete each of the following sen-
tences.
1. The launch of the space shuttle Atlantis could be delayed
again by

2. The crew members will

3. The problem with

4. It is said that Atlantis will be

I. Listen to News Item 9 and fill in the missing words.
The United States .

Airforce officials say

problems with the ' satellite

could again the lauuch of the

space shuttle Atlantis. Atlantis was to be
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