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Mg 1(1209)
Topic: Toll-Free Highways and Bridges over the Long Holiday

Questions for reference:

1. Highways and bridges were toll-free throughout the National Day holiday for the first
time. People were able to drive in their own cars to other cities without paying high tolls.
Did you or your family take this opportunity to travel to any far places?

2. But this new measure led, at least partially, to great congestion in many places. Some
people even got stuck on the road for several hours. Do you think this policy of toll-free
highways and bridges over the long holidays is good or not? Should we continue to
implement it in future?

3. Could you recommend any measure or measures to solve the highway congestion on
holidays?
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1. Millions of road warriors enjoy free usage of highways owing to the new regulation.
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2. The toll-free expressways will not only save drivers on toll fees, but also allow them to
avoid waiting in lines near toll gates.

3. The ministry has asked local transportation authorities to implement a ticketless policy.

4. Those individuals who use their own vehicle for travel during holidays will benefit greatly
from the “toll-free highway” plan.

5. People who have failed to secure a train ticket have turned to renting cars to visit friends
and relatives.

6. The “toll-free highways” refer to the roads that, in accordance with state highway law
and current regulations, collect no tolls from vehicles that travel on them.

[B£EX]

My name is.... My registration number is.... My topic is: Toll-Free Highways and
Bridges over the Long Holiday

During the National Day holiday last year, toll-free measures first took effect.
According to the regulation, people will be able to drive on toll roads and pass through the
toll facilities stationed along the roads and at bridges and tunnels freely during the designated
holiday periods. In other words, most people were able to drive in their own cars to other
cities without paying high tolls.

The policy has greatly benefited people planning to drive themselves to their holiday
destinations. The saving of travel costs and convenience has driven millions of travelers to
enjoy free usage of highways in the holiday. Even for those who do not own qualified
vehicles, they have turned to renting cars to visit friends and relatives.

However, this new measure has also generated massive traffic pressure and led to
considerably serious congestion. In some places, cars jammed the lanes of the toll gates and
many passengers got out of the cars, played cards or did other things to kill the long waiting
time. The reason for congestion turned out to be that the electronic tickets were still retained
and the passengers had to wait in line to get them.

I think that retaining the electronic tickets is totally unnecessary. Instead, the
government should set up a complete traffic information collection system and conduct a free-
pass program to save both the travel costs and the precious time for the drivers and

passengers.

A& 2(1203)

News report

Recently a regulation has been issued to strengthen the management of twitter-like
micro-blogging, which requires Internet companies registered in the city and offering micro-
blogging services to have their users register using their real names and personal
information. Users’ identity information must be validated before they begin blogging.

While real names are required for the registration, netizens can use customized usernames



when posting comments,

Topic: Is real-name registration necessary for micro-blogs?

Questions for reference:

1. Supporters believe the regulation will help foster a healthier Internet culture free of
rumors, protect Internet users’ rights and prevent online personae from influencing
Internet conversations. Comment on this view.

2. Opponents argue this practice will limit free speech and cause losses to micro-blog
operators because of diminishing numbers of users. What do you think of this argument?

3. What is the correct approach towards the healthy development of micro-blogging? How
should we foster a healthy and sound Internet environment?

[(EEN4E]
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1. The regulation will help foster a healthier Internet culture free of rumors and fear
mongering.

2. The regulation will protect Internet users’ rights and prevent online personae from
influencing Internet conversations.

3. Real name registration will reduce online fraudulence and make the Internet environment
more clear and reliable.

4. If micro-blogs are glutted with rumors and fraudulent information, the public will
gradually lose confidence and interest in them.

5. This new regulation is a big blow to Internet micro-blogs.

6. The regulation said micro-blog users can use customized usernames when posting
comments, which means that the move will not interfere with peoples speech freedom.

7. It is by no means what the whole society expects to see that in the future no one dares to

speak freely on micro-blogs.
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[5£EX]

My name is.... My registration number is.... My topic is: Is real-name registration

necessary for micro-blogs?

Recently a regulation has been issued that netizens have to use their real names and
personal information when registering for micro-blogs, which has triggered a massive
debate. In my opinion, real-name registration is necessary for micro-blogs. The reasons are
as follows:

Firstly, real name registration will reduce online fraudulence and rumors and make the
Internet environment more reliable. As we all know, everyone is likely to be the next victim
in a web environment full of rumors. Isn’t real name registration an effective move to curb
the negative and abusive information?

Secondly, this method will undoubtedly help to strengthen the current connection
between the government and the ordinary people because the criticisms and suggestions come
from the inner heart of the netizens with real identities who know clearly about their own
responsibilities, which is very meaningful for the improvement of government work.

Thirdly, real name registration will not limit speech freedom as someone said. The users
are allowed to use customized usernames when posting comments. As long as they don’t
break the law, their personal rights and speech freedom will be well protected.

To sum up, real name registration is definitely worthwhile to try to help foster a
healthier Internet culture. Meanwhile, to guarantee the successful implementation of real
name registration, the government, micro-blog operators and users should make joint efforts

to block rubbish information and online fraud and increase Internet credibility.

&K 3 (1109)

Topic: Balance between Developing Auto Industry and Protecting the Environment in China
Questions for reference:

1. What benefits can a booming auto industry bring to our nation and our people?

2. What are the side-effects of the fast-growing auto industry in China?

3. Shall we have more cars or have we had too many cars already? Give reasons for your

answer.

[(E=NE]
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1. Accompanied by the rapid growth of China’ s auto industry, many environmental
problems that have haunted developed countries have also occurred in China.

2. The conflict between environment protection and the fast-growing auto industry is
becoming even more prominent.

3. The Chinese Government has established the protection of the environment as a basic
national policy and sustainable development as a major strategy.

4. People should make great efforts to adjust urban energy structure, and actively advocate
clean energy, so as to reduce pollution caused by burning fuel.

5. In some regions, environmental pollution and ecological deterioration are still very
serious, so measures must be taken to stop such a trend.

6. Solving China’s environmental problems is in keeping with China’s development goals.

[&XEX]

My name is. ... My registration number is. ... My topic is: Balance between Developing
Auto Industry and Protecting the Environment in China.

Some people think that the most urgent task we are facing today is to try our best to
develop the/economy. Since the open-up policy was adopted in late 1970s, the people’s living
standard has improved greatly. One of the powerful demonstrations is that more and more
families can afford to have their own cars, which was once a dream far from reach just a few
decades ago. Needless to say, the booming of auto industry has been playing an important
role in the development of China’s economy.

On the other hand, many people hold that enough attention should be paid to
environment protection and top priority should be given to it. As the economy develops
rapidly, great deals of waste gases have been emitted by the cars, which have polluted the
environment seriously. As some statistics show, the vehicle emission standards have
proceeded from Phase I to Phase ][ , and Phase III standards have been drawn up. With so
much exhaust emitted, in many of the large metropolitan cities, the air has been severely
polluted and people can hardly see the blue sky or white cloud. Also, they have to face big
health risks. Therefore, it is urgent for the government to take more effective measures to
reduce pollution and protect the environment. We are glad to see that the Chinese
Government is fully aware of the grave situation of environmental protection in China and is
struggling hard against it. In my opinion, although the development of auto industry and
environmental protection may sometimes conflict with each other, we should and can find

effective ways such as designing a new-type energy-saving car to reduce the conflicts.
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&R 4(1103)

News Report

The General Administration of Press and Publication of China (GAPP) has recently issued a

document, which demands further standardization of language usage. The document bans

newspapers, publishers and website-owners from frequently using foreign abbreviations and
acronyms, as well as the mix of English and Chinese. It forbids excessive use of slang and -
buzzwords, and non-standard spellings and grammatical order of foreign terms.

Topic: Preserving the Purity of the Chinese Language

Questions for reference :

1. Some hold that language interweaving is becoming very common in the age of
globalization, so this ban will undoubtedly trigger people’s dissatisfaction. What do you
think of this view?

2. Others hold that, as languages of all countries and regions have been imposing influence
on one another since ancient times, so language purity has never existed in human
history. Do you agree with this view? Why or why not?

3. What is the significance of preserving the purity of the Chinese language? What can we do
to preserve the purity and standardization of Chinese?

[(E=H4]
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1. Terms like “CPI” are too professional for most audience and readers to understand, so
changing them into Chinese equivalents can help more people understand relevant

messages.

2. If words or expressions from English are directly used on various occasions when we are



talking in Chinese, the space for Chinese will undoubtedly be compressed and the purity

of Chinese language will be much affected.

3. Communication is important but so is efficiency. The less effort to express an idea, the
better.

4. In general, a language will be more vigorous if its vocabulary has more sources from other
languages.

5. To translate English words or expressions into Chinese won’t affect the purity of the
language but to directly use them will surely be harmful or have negative effects.

6. Language keeps changing and developing. Modern Chinese we use today was not born
pure, but is a result of hybridization.

7. A national language willing to absorb from other languages and cultures from the world
will surely be respected.

[5E£EXR]

My name is. ... My registration number is. ... My topic is: Preserving the Purity of the
Chinese Language.

Currently, there is a wide application of foreign words in Chinese as the communication
between China and the rest of the world has been accelerating. Regarding this as a kind of
threatening, the authority has issued a document, which bans newspapers, publishers and
website-owners from sloppily using foreign abbreviations and acronyms, etc.

This action has sparked controversy. Some people think it’s deplorable if a civilization
does not know how to protect its own culture and language, while others say that the ban on
use of foreign words or expressions in Chinese publications doesn’t really mean protection of
the Chinese language. I am with the latter for the following reasons:

First, as the old saying goes, “the sea boasts of its magnificent beauty because it refuses
no river”, Chinese, as a language with a long and profound history, is now more vigorous
owing to increasingly closer international exchanges and language interweaving. We should
follow the development trend rather than reverse it.

Second, people prefer to use acronyms such as CCTV rather than their full Chinese
terms not only because they have been quite familiar with such acronyms (and these words
usually have the same meaning and functions as the Chinese equivalents) but also because the
abbreviations save them time and make the communication easier and more efficient.

Third, the phenomenon that Chinese people have begun to accept more and more
English words and expressions shows that the exchanges between Chinese and other
languages are more and more frequent than before. A language of a nation which is willing to

get involved with the rest of the world will surely gain deserved respect.
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&R A 5(1009)

News Report

Last year, China overtook the United States in the race to invest in wind, solar and
other renewable sources of energy to become the world”s largest investor in clean energy.
China’ s investment and financing for clean energy rose to $34. 6 billion in 2009, nearly
double the $18. 6 billion spent by the US, which ranked second on the list. Also China has
become a power house in production of both solar cells and wind turbines. The Chinese
government will invest billions of yuan in the construction of nuclear power stations, wind
farms, solar power plants and research of renewable energy technologies.

Topic: Clean Energy and Low-Carbon Economy

Questions for reference :

1. What do you know about clean energy? What are the renewable sources of clean energy?
2. Why is it important for us to embark on clean energy projects?

3. What can we do to contribute to the development of low-carbon economy?

[(BE=14R]
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1. A shift toward clean energy will carry critical environmental benefits.

2. China and the European Union are cooperating on making further efforts to tackle energy
efficiency and climate change.

3. China’s keen interest in low-carbon economy has boosted the development and

implementation of “green” technology.

=

. Despite the fact that China does not lag behind on clean energy development, it needs
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more efforts to restructure its energy sector and develop clean coal technology.

5. The US and China face similar Challénges in energy security because of their significant
reliance on fossil fuels.

[&E£EX]

My name is.... My registration number is.... I am going to talk about clean energy
here.

As we know, people are now suffering a lot from the serious environmental pollution
and will suffer more in the future if we leave it alone. According to Shanghai Daily , lakes,
rivers and the air in many places in China are still polluted, some very seriously, in spite of
continuous efforts to control pollution. It’s high time to take actions. We need to pursue a
wide range of strategies to build a more sustainable world and achieve a more sustainable
future. One good way is that we could take advantage of the economic opportunities
presented by innovation in the clean energy sector. Clean energy is a kind of energy that does
not pollute the air, the earth, or the sea. Clean energy includes the solar power, thé wind
power, the tidal power, and so on. It offers opportunities for enhanced energy security,
more innovation, and less pollution. For example, the US government has invested a lot in
clean and renewable energy these years and established the Department of Energy, which has
numerous national laboratories across the country. The labs focus on clean energy research
and development and have acquired considerable achievements.

To our happiness, China and America have joined their efforts in this aspect. The
China-U. S. Strategic Forum on Clean Energy Cooperation is a good step, putting its
attention on the relevant energy strategies and the ways to cooperate with each other. It’s

pleasant to see that and we hope the efforts will be fruitful.

&K= 6(1003)

Topic: Who is responsible for pedestrian accident?

Questions for Reference .

1. If pedestrians or bicycle riders cross busy streets against traffic rules, they can be difficult
for drivers to avoid. This situation often results in accidents. Who should be held
responsible, in your opinion?

2. Some people claim that pedestrians are more vulnerable than vehicle drivers. In an “auto
society”, we should place more restrictions on vehicles, not on pedestrians and bicycle
riders. Comment on this claim.

3. But others believe that there is no excuse for law breakers. If a pedestrian or a bicycle
rider crosses a busy street against traffic rules and causes an accident, he/ she should be
held responsible. All people are equal before the law. What do you think of this view?

[F=T4]
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1. If an accident occurs between a motor vehicle and a non-motorized vehicle or a pedestrian,
the motor vehicle party shall bear the responsibility.

2. The drivers of motor vehicles are imposed with the responsibility of adhering to the laws
of the roads and should drive in-a safe and observant manner at all times.

3. Crossing the street on the right place and at the right time is the pedestrian’ s
responsibility.

4. The Road Traffic Safety Law does not exempt the motor vehicle party from liability in
(the event of) an accident involving a motor vehicle and a pedestrian unless the pedestrian
causes the accident deliberately.

5. All road traffic accidents can cause serious injuries; however, pedestrians may be the
group most at risk from being seriously injured if they are involved in a road traffic
collision.

[EX£EX]

My name is.... My registration number is.... My topic today is: Who is responsible
for pedestrian accident?

Pedestrian accident is definitely a tragedy, which in most cases involves serious injuries,
even the loss of lives. Undoubtedly, between the pedestrian and the driver, the former is
more inclined to the suffering than the latter, because the pedestrian is on the weak side.
Thus he needs more protection, which means the driver will take a lion” s share of the
responsibility.

We are always taught in school that whenever we cross the street, we should look first
to the left and then to the right. It is true that human life is more important than any other
vehicles on the road. And pedestrians are more vulnerable than vehicle drivers. That is why
certain places are designated for people to cross the street. Moreover, in an “auto society”,

we should place more restrictions on vehicles, not on pedestrians and bicycle riders. For



instance, according to the law, “when an accident occurs involving a motor vehicle and a non-

motor vehicle or a pedestrian and there is evidence proving that the latter is fully responsible
for the accident, the motor vehicle driver shall bear no more than 10 percent responsibility
for the compensation”. It means that the vehicle drivers still shall bear responsibility even
though he does nothing wrong in the accident. Therefore, the vehicle drivers should keep in
mind that the moment they start the engine, they have to obey traffic rules and observe the
road condition with proper care and caution, especially on the highways. They should try

their best to avoid the pedestrian accidents.

REIXE 7 (0909)

Topic: Can shopping vouchers increase consumption?

Questions for Re ference:

1. To stimulate consumption, which is more effective, tax reduction or shopping vouchers?

2. What are the major purposes of issuing shopping vouchers?

3. In what way can the shopping vouchers best be distributed? Shall every citizen be given
the same amount of shopping vouchers or should the vouchers be limited to the lower-
income people only?
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1. To expand consumer spending is undoubtedly a very effective approach and will bring

immediate returns.

2. The shopping vouchers will not only increase per-capita consumption, but also represent a



