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Preface

Beijing, renowned as the pelitical and cultural center of China, has more than 3000 years of history, and has been the capital
for 850 years. After continuous construction and development in Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties, Beijing has exhibited the highest
achievement of the Chinese metropolitan construction, and has embodied national spiritual and cultural accomplishments, com-
bined with the science and technology progress as well as architectural art from all dynasties. It is the typical representation of

laboring people’s creativity, and cherished as an invaluable heritage of China.

After the foundation of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing witnessed the ambitious infrastructure development. At that
time, only a small part was updated inside, such as the reconstruction of Tian’anmen Square, the East and West Chang’an Avenue,
etc. Therefore, the old city of Beljing kept most of its former style and features.

From 1950s to 1960s, the urban planning sections of Beijing collected a large amount of existing material of old Beijing,
especially the precious photographs of the non-existent city wall and gate tower, cultural relics, historic sites, streets and Hutongs,
etc. To make these data and records more useful in the work of urban construction and planning, the staffs of Beijing Municipal
[nstitute of City Planning & Design compile and publish this book.

The layout and features of the old city of Beijing 1s emphasized in this book. The photographs are classified and organized
according to the old city wall, gate towers, south-north Central Axis, Chang’an Avenue and other important streets. We try our best

to give a strong and integrated impression to our readers about the old city of Beijing.
Editors

Written in Beijing, September 2003
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The Street Map of Beijing City in 1949
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Urban Central Axis

The old city of Beijing was built on the basis of Dadu in Yuan Dynasty. It was reconstructed and extended during Ming and
Qing dynasties. Dadu of Yuan Dynasty was built in 1276 (the thirteenth year of Zhiyuan reign in Yuan Dynasty), which embodied
the principle of ‘sovereign power belongs to the emperor’ at that time. It had precise layout and neat structure. The whole city had
a central axis from Lizheng Gate in the central place of south wall to the Central Tower of Great Tianshou Wanning Temple. All the
urban structures were symmetrized to this line. The city had the chessboard-like streets and alleys systems, and the buildings were
arranged spatially rhythmic. This layout perfectly represented the ideology of capital construction in ancient China, which recorded
in Zhou Li Kaogongji.

It 1s recorded 1n Zhouli Kaogongji that: *“The capital city should be a walled up square. Each wall measures nine-/i and has
three gates. There are nine north-south and nine east-west arterial roads, each of them shall have a width for accommodating nine
chariot ways’. According to this theory, the city wall of Dadu of Yuan Dynasty took the shape of rectangular. Three gates were made
in the south wall, Lizheng Gate, Wenming Gate, Shuncheng Gate; Chongren Gate, Qihua Gate and Guangxi Gate 1n the east wall;
Heyi Gate, Pingze Gate, Suging Gate in the west wall; but there were only two gates in the north wall, 1.e. Anzhen Gate and Jiande
Gate. It was demonstrated by textual research that the capital city could be defended more safely by closing the north side of the city
wall according to geomantic omen theory. Particularly in the light of detailed layout regulation of “Zuo Zu You She, Mian Chao Hou
Shi (around the palace, the Ancestral Temple on the left, the Altar to the God of Land and Grain on the right, the Audience Halls in
the front, and the market on the back), the Imperial Ancestral Temple was located on the north side of the Qithuamennei Road in the
east (Zuo Zu), while the Altar to the God of Land and Grain was set up on the north side of the Pingzemenne1 road 1n the west (You
She). Court could be found in front out of Chongtian Gate and Lingxing Gate as the "Thousand-step Corridor’ (Mian Chao). Market
was at the back of the Palace around the Bell Tower and the Drum Tower (Hou Shi). Therefore the Central Axis from Central Tower
to Lizheng Gate, passing through Houzai Gate, Yanchun Pavilion, Daming Hall, and Chongtian Gate, was emphasized.

When reconstructing Dadu in Ming Dynasty, the Lizheng Gate was moved to the south by two-/i to add more impressiveness
to the frontcourt. Urban Central Axis was prolonged to Yongding Gate in the south and the Drum and Bell Towers were displaced to
the north end of the axis, so that the two ends stood out 1n the axis and the centrality of the central axis were enhanced clear. By
building the Jing Hill and transforming the Imperial Ancestral Temple and the Altar to the God of Land and Grain to both sides of
Chengtian Gate, the concentration and orderliness along this axis line had been intensified. The same effect was promoted by the

addition of the Temple of Heaven, the Temple of Earth, the Temple of the Sun, the Temple of Moon and the Temple of Agriculture

in the Inner City 1n succession.
After the foundation of the People’s Republic of China, the former axis in the old city of Beijing was further prolonged

according to the master plan of Beijing to promote the traditional layout of the old city. Tian’anmen Square has experienced large-

scale reconstruction three times 1in 1952, 1958 and 1976 to present features of today.
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Yongding Gate
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The Fair Market in 1960
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The South End of the Liangshidian Street in 1960
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Thousand-step Corridor in 1950
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The Imperial Ancestral Temple in 1963




