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Preface

Whenever walks along Beijing's small lanes, one will feel like going through a Beijing folklore architecture museum for the
recent 600 years. As time runs forward, Beijing has never stopped changing, and that is the same for these small narrow lanes in
which Beijing residents have lived in and built their communities around it.

One may treasure these old-fashioned architectures only when these small lanes start to vanish in the recent years. But if we
take a look at the developing history of Beijing city, it is not hard to realize that these old small lanes and surrounding mansions
have been changing for centuries. It may be a fact that one can only see these natural beauties in a modern museum in near
future.

The aim of this book is to be a tomography record of the period of 1994 to 2000 among Beijing small lanes' changing history.
Architects could also find vision reference in this book, while former small lane residents may find their disappeared family houses
and also for people who are interested in Chinese traditional culture.

The book not only supplies photos, but also introduces cultures among the different architects of the building such as
woodcarving, brick carving, stone carving, gate couplets, etc. And for better understanding of the history of a specific small lane,
some very detailed stories are collected and presented as well.

These Beijing small lanes are lined with various interesting mansions. The most eye-catching part of these buildings is the
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entrance gateway to each family. In Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) and Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), the style and size of the mansion
including the entrance gateway were strictly regulated by the government. There are still a lot of genuine entrance gateways
amongst these small lanes which obeyed the architectural rules diligently, for example, the Panoramic Gateway could only be
applied by senior office’s house, while business man could only apply Southern Gateway or Fortune Gateway, irregardless of the
wealth of the family and the Southern Gateway was southerer's residence symbol in Beijing at that time.

One has to remember that small lanes, entrance gateways, as well as house buildings not only serve as architectures, but also
living areas for Beijing people. Family house that used to be for one family is now packed with more than ten families. This change
lived in structure damaged the function of the house, affected people's life style supported by the function. Although building is still
there, the type of life has gone. We are lucky to be at the turning point, experiencing the process of small lanes' life, disappearing
from open yard and entering into museum. Some real objects in this book are collected and exhibited in the China Ancient
Architecture Museum in Beijing now.

Fortunately the speed of small lanes' vanishing is slowing down recently, although not stopped yet. People still could have the
fortune to visit small lanes following this book where clearly indicated the name of the small lane and door number of every picture,
although nearly 1/3 of them are disappeared already. Surely that it would be a lot of fun to walk in the specific small lane, stand in

front of what you see in this book, enjoy the beautifulness with your own eyes.
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