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Abstract

The system of regional autonomy for ethnic minorities is one of
the basic political systems in China. It was specially designed for the
benefits of ethnic minorities in building of the structure of national
political power according to the diversities both of the nationality and
region. More than sixty years has passed since its establishment. How to
understand its construction and developmental orientation in the future
and view its functions and influences upon the national relationships in
our country are the main themes in this dissertation.

From the perspective of historical institutionalism this study will
discuss the development history of the system of regional autonomy
for ethnic minorities by the approach of the inner logic relationships
between nation and state as well as institution. It will reveal the
structural factors influencing the establishment of the system of regional
autonomy for ethnic minorities so as to discover the real reasons for the
establishment of such a system by the means of comparing some models
of governance in the areas of ethnic minorities gathering and living. It
will also reveal the influences of the system upon political action on the
part of various ethic groups and the factors which help to maintain or
change the system. Above all, we are going to present the orientation of
the future change of the system.

First of all, the paradigm of the research should be set up before
we go on. Marxism has always been taken as the instructional theory in

the study about the system of regional autonomy for ethnic minorities.



However, we cannot ignore the significance of the other theories. We
believe that the historical institutionalism provides a new analytical
perspective for us to analyze the establishment,development and change
of the system.

Then, we will analyze the relationships between nation, state
and institution and discuss the reasons for the establishment of the
system as being a basic political system in China and dynamics for the
development and reform of the system as well as its influences upon the
Chinese political actions.

The study will first analyze the constructional factors which
influence the formation of the system. Although the concepts of nation
and state are equaled since the modern nation-states were built,they
actually differ from each other. They are different entities.As a result,
how to deal with the relationship between nation and state has become
the focus of the study of politics. Some western scholars have put
forward a variety of theories such as nationalism, nationalism of
liberalism, pluralism and so on, to help goverments make decisions.
Unfortunately, these theories and policies cannot prevent the emergence
of the ethnic contradictions and conflicts because they cannot get rid of
the pursuit of homogenization of nation-state.

Historically China has been a multinational country for a long
time. Under the dominant view of world-view, a particular system,China
chieftain system, has been built up and a pattern of the coexistence of
multination has formed. However, this world-view was destroyed after
China stepped into the modern time. Chinese bourgeoisie once tried to

build the nation-state using the idea of nationalism,but they failed. At the



very beginning of the formation of Chinese Communism Party (CCP)
the national self-determination was emphasized. CCP also claimed that
the ethnic groups have the freedom of separating from state. When the
army of CCP marched into Sichuan-Tibet region the attitude and policies
of CCP towards ethnic groups changed, and this change constituted the
key point of the formation of the system of regional autonomy for ethnic
minorities and determined the course of the development of the system.

Second, we will analyze the establishment and development of the
system of regional autonomy for ethnic minorities. CCP has developed
the idea of multinational state in the building of new political power
and regarded the system of regional autonomy for ethnic minorities
as the institutional basis for the combination of proletariats that come
from various ethnic groups. Under the leadership of CCP the system
of regional autonomy for ethnic minorities established ultimately and
experienced the evolution from the national policy to the important
political system to the basic political system. During this evolution the
system of regional autonomy for ethnic minorities has been strengthened
and deepened.

Third, we will discuss how the institutional arrangement of the
system of regional autonomy for ethnic minorities influences the ethnic
groups’ political actions. Historical institutionalism believes that not
only does the political system restrain people’ s political actions but
also mold the preference of people’ s actions and the action strategies.
As being an institutional arrangement and construction of power
relationship the system of regional autonomy for ethnic minorities

regulates the actions of the related interest parties and formalizes the



political actions of the participants.

Forth, we will deal with the orientation of the future change of
the system of regional autonomy for ethnic minorities. Taking the
theory of historical institutionalism as an analytic tool we will present
the changing course of the system of regional autonomy for ethnic
minorities as well as its dynamics of the change. We believe that such a
change represents itself as a functional change and institutional evolution
and tendency of isostructure. With a lot of changes in social and political
and economical environment the political elitists will keep reforming the
system of regional autonomy for ethnic minorities so as to carry out new
plans and ideas.The system of regional autonomy for ethnic minorities

will adapt to the new environment.
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