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Foreword

Tang Weikang

LiEFERYHRERE  Maps on the expansion of concessions in Shanghai

The old Shanghai was a legendary city with its unique sophistication. In
people’s memory, Shanghai was the wonderland of adventurers, the largest
seaport over the Far East and the miracle stage of politicians. Since the
beginning of the 20th century, Shanghai has been playing a increasingly
important role in the modernization of Chinese coastal cities, and has been
constantly studied and interpreted by scholars all over the world. Nowadays,
people’s reminiscence over old Shanghai has already become a trend. Many
photos recording the past of Shanghai, though seem fragmented at a first
glance, once compiled, organized and footnoted, can be well served in
introducing the history and scenery of old Shanghai. Through the book Old
Shanghai: A Photographic Ablum, people can have a better understanding
of the modernization of Shanghai thus be able to appreciate the incessant
change of the metropolis.

Scholars of the West always regard Shanghai as “‘a metropolis developed from a
fishing village”. In fact, the origin of Shanghai was much more than a fishing village.
Shanghai Town was established in Song Dynasty. As early as 1207 A.D, a shipping tax
bureau was set up in order to administrate foreign trade. In Yuan Dynasty, Shanghai

County was established and its salt industry and shipping continue to develop. During

this period, cotton production and textile industry in Shanghai had contributed a lot
in booming the textile production of regions south of Yangtze River. In the middle
and late period of Ming Dynasty, China’s commodity economy began to prosper and
capitalism started to sprout. Thanks to its convenient transportation, vibrant economy
and dynamic culture, Shanghai became a key area of domestic and foreign trade.
During Qianlong period(1736-1795), Shanghai resumed its shipping transportation and
gained the reputation of “Wealthy Watertown in South Wu area”. The city of Shanghai
was all connected by the creeks, bridges and boats.

The outbreak of Opium War and the signing of Treaty of Nanking turned
China into half-colonial half-feudal. In November 1843, Shanghai was
forced to opened its seaport to foreign powers. Britain, France and America
successively established and expanded their foreign settlements in Shanghai.
In 1920s, Shanghai was turned into a “state within a state” where British-
American Public Settlement and French Settlement stood side by side in the
city.

After opening its seaport to outside world, the original closed economic
pattern of Shanghai was broken. Foreign businessmen rushed into the

city; foreign firms began to emerge; Shanghai’s market was opened to the



International market. Banks, financing corporations and insurance companies
continued to drove Shanghai into a global financial center. A notable
representation of all these trends was the Bund, known as the “China Wall
Street”, where financing giants, foreign companies, docks and cargo ships
gathered. Different national flags fluttered on top of the buildings. Clubs
owned by foreign businessmen were also constructed here. Among these
clubs, the earliest and largest one is the Shanghai Club constructed by British
businessmen in 1864. Jiangxi Road, paralleled to the Bund and connected
Hong Kong Road, Ningbo Road, Nanjing Road and several other key roads of
Shanghai, was also highly developed in the past century. Both foreign banks
and domestic banks gathered in this area. Overnight millionaires from the
West spent huge sum of money to construct European style buildings, thus
making the Bund the most Europeanized block outside Europe. Thus the Bund
was ridiculed by traditional European aristocrats as the “exhibition of the
world’s architecture™ for its lack of serious planning.

Old Shanghai: A Photographic Album contains many panoramic photos of
the Bund from 1980s to 1940s, which help readers to understand the overall
transformation of the Bund, rather than only catching a few fragments in the
whole history. The importance of the Bund owes a lot to its political nature:
important ceremonies in the settlements were all held in here. All kinds of
important figures at that time wanted to tell the story of the Bund with their
own historical perspective. Thus many monuments were constructed and
torn down over and over again. The Bund is also a symbolic place where
consulates of different countries were established to demonstrate their
influences in Shanghai. In a word, the hybrid modern history of Shanghai was
rooted in the Bund.

Suzhou Creek, connected with the Bund and Huangpu River, is the “mother
river” of Shanghai. Some people regard Huangpu River as the origin of
Shanghai. Actually Suzhou Creek is the one that breed Shanghai. Besides
the earlier estuary development, more important factor is that as the channel
connecting Shanghai with other rich South region of China, Suzhou Creek
created opportunities for trade and helped numerous people from those
wealthy regions flowed into Shanghai. The famous Garden Bridge and other
different styles of bridges connect the whole city and contribute to its fast
development. Factories, facilities and docks are located near Suzhou Creek,
making it the artery of Shanghai.

The opening of the seaport and the establishment of foreign settlements

in Shanghai boosted its population and stimulated its economy. Shanghai
had become a metropolis with innumerable business firms. Nanjing Road,
which later became the largest commercial street in Shanghai, took its shape
under that situation. The “Big Four Department Stores™ were all located here.
Nanjing Road was leading in business throughout China and was regarded as
the representative of Chinese entrepreneurial spirit and modern lifestyle.

Shanghai’s urban construction had been advanced rapidly since the opening
of the seaport. Means of transportation and communication progressed
dramatically. As early as 1850s, western carriages had replaced sedan chairs
on the street of Shanghai; in 1870s, Japanese rickshaw was introduced; in
1900s, streetcars began to appear in British Settlements, French Settlements
and Chinese Residential Area. After that, wireless streetcars, buses, private
cars, taxis, tricycles and bicycles all sprung up like bamboo shoots. New
traffic rules under Western administration system brought people closer
together and accelerated the transformation of social customs.

As the trading center in Asia-Pacific regions, Shanghai gained huge
popularity among Westerners, thanks to its fast urbanization. An increasing
amount of foreigners came to Shanghai and injected new energy into the
city. Shanghai became more dynamic and diversified. Under the European
and American fashion trend, the local custom and different cultures of the
foreigners mixed together and became a brand new urban culture.

Modern Shanghai was not only the largest industrial and commercial city in
China, but also the most important political stage. Generations of people with
lofty ideals sacrificed their own blood and lives for the today’s new Shanghai.
From May 15th to 27th, 1947, under the strong cooperation of Shanghai
citizens, Shanghai finally achieved liberation and the first Five-Star Red
Flag was finally raised on top of the building of the municipal government of
Shanghai.

Historical images can deliver of Shanghai’s history and life style. Old
Shanghai: A Photographic Album has collected numerous buildings, road,
individuals, groups and facial expressions that can help people decoding the
mystery of Old Shanghai. Filled with rich cultural flavor and vivd details,
this book, like a kaleidoscope, will present you the sceneries, features and

customs of a brilliant Old Shanghai.

[Written in Champs-Elysees Apartment, spring of 2014]
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The city wall of Shanghai county in the 1850s. Shanghai county was established in
1291. In 1553, the city wall, built to defend the Japanese pirates, had a circumference
of 4.5 kilometers, a height of 7.2 meters with a moat 18 meters wide. There were
altogether six city gates and three water gates.



ERLGRBITTIHES
The market under the city gate of Shanghai County in the 1850s.
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The mid-lake pavilion and the zig-zag bridge of Yuyuan Garden in the county of Shanghai in the 1860s.




186044 kit Bimas & 450
The old north gate of Shanghai County in the 1860s.
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Shanghai citizens taking water from the fire cock in
the 1920s.
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1860 L B HTL 1%,
The street view of the new North Gate of Shanghai county in the1860s.
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The view of the street inside Shanghai county in the 1930s.

¢

W

=

7

m

o)

4

: i
g & -
— o ©@ —
e ———— =) [—]



