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Sunsets

Carl Sandberg
There are sunsets that whisper a good-bye.
It is a short dusk and a way for stars.

Prairie and sea rim they go level and even

And the sleep is easy.

There are sunsets who dance goodbye.
They fling scarves half to the arc,

To the arc then and over the arc.

Ribbons at the ears, sashes at the hips, ’

Dancing, dancing goodbye. And here sleep J%:,
Tosses a little with dreams. ', s >
-
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As One Listens to the Rain

Octavio Paz

Listen to me as one listens to the rain,
Not attentive, not distracted,

Light footsteps, thin drizzle,

Water that is air, air that is time,

The day is still leaving,

The night has yet to arrive,
Figurations of mist

At the turn of the corner,

Figurations of time

At the bend in this pause,

Listen to me as one listens to the rain,
Without listening, hear what I say
With eyes open inward, asleep

With all five senses awake,

It's raining, light footsteps, a murmur of syllables,
Air and water, words with no weight:
What we were and are,

The days and years, this moment,
Weightless time and heavy sorrow,
Listen to me as one listens to the rain,
Wet asphalt is shining,

Steam rises and walks away,

Night unfolds and looks at me,

You are you and your body of steam,



