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éort 1 Radio News

Duke University gave each first-year student an iPod from Apple Computer to know how

AVING. network




students and professors would put iPod to educational use. Now, researchers have reported

the results of the experiment.
Section A: Warm-up

Before you listen to the news, discuss the following questions with your partner,
1. What do you know about iPod?

2. What do you use iPod for? Do you use it for your educational purposes?
Section B: Vocabulary Preview

Use the context to match the underlined words and expressions with their explanations.

Sentences Explanations.

1. The battle for Mosul that will play out in the coming | a. the body of teachers and administrators
weeks and months could be a very different struggle at a school
from the successful U. S. campaigns against al-Qaeda
L

militants in Baghdad and elsewhere.

2. Virgin Mobile USA today announced that all new | b. having a secured legal right granted to
phones will come with a recycling envelope in the an author on a written work
box. Virgin partnered with ReCellular to provide a
prepaid recycling envelope that subscribers can use to
return an old phone, or their new phone when it is

eventually replaced.

3. In all, 1,020 Republican delegates were up for | c. to perform to a finish
elections Tuesday. To secure the nomination, a

candidate must win 1,191 delegates.

4. New England’s 41 full-time faculty members are top | d. to co-occur with, go with
graduates of fine law schools, most of whom have

practiced in the fields of law in which they now teach.

5. If you want to use copyrighted material for your own | e. on the whole; altogether
purposes, you need to get permission from the owners
first. If you don’t, you could find yourself stuck in a

costly lawsuit.

Section C: First Listening

Listen and decide whether the following statements are true or false,

1. More than one thousand two hundred students received iPods from Apple Computer

last August. « D



2. According to the news, Apple iPods are all small digital players with a voice recorder
for music. )
3. Officials from Duke University gave students iPods to know how students and
professors would put iPods to educational use. )
4. Some students and professors worry about the students’ class attendance because the
students will get the message online easily. : (G

5. Duke University finds it necessary to give all first-year students iPods this fall. ( )

Section D: Second Listening

Listen again and complete the table below with the words you hear.

1. Fifty classes includes foreign languages, music, , education,

and

2. percent of the first year students questioned reported having

used the iPod for at least purpose(s) in their studies.

3. The most popular use was to record or field notes.

4, percent of students used the for

educational purposes.

5. The iPod could be used to , to move them from one computer

to another.

6. The extent to which recorded lectures improve students’ performance

7. Some professors found for the technology of loading

information on the iPod, for was not very good in all

situation; and some publishers refused to permit students to record

8. Also, there are some difficulties.

Part 2  Print News

It has become routine for kids to conduct IM conversations, watch TV and do Google

searches at the same time. It wasn’t long ago when kids used to rave about their radios and
3



CD players.
Section A: Pre-reading activities

I . Composing school /class news
Suppose you are a news reporter of your school newspaper, now please compose a news
story of something deserved to be reported in your class or school. Discuss with your group
members and each group is supposed to report its news to the whole class.
Il . Group discussion: Work in groups and discuss the following questions.
1. Look at the following pictures and find which one you often use in your daily life.
And can you list some other electronic gadgets (3% %) you often use?
2. Try to work out the meaning of “multitask” based on your knowledge of word
building.
3. Describe your experiences of doing several things at the same time with more than
one of the appliances displayed below. Base your description of the multitasking on
your own or your classmates’ experiences and please list as many multitasks as you

can.

4, Is it more efficient to do several things at the same time?



Section B: While-reading

Are kids too plugged in'?,

What’s all that digital juggling doing to the%grains, family life?

e /‘E"s/ . Ol [s §4
(Editor’ note : The following is a su%fwth' wel 5 {

Time magazine ‘cover story.
Tonight, learn how kids’ obse%si g with their electronic gadgets is seriously affecting family
life on “Anderson Cooper 3607, p.m. EST*.) xdl‘. Q'%ﬂ

Today 82 percent of kids are online by the seventh
grade, according to the Pew Internet and American [ JRAQ WORTH IT? POLIT
Life Project".

The big finding of a 2005 survey of Americans ages
from 8 to 18 by the Kaiser Family Foundation is not that
kids were spending a larger chunk of time using
electronic media—that was holding steady at 6. 5 hours a
day (could it possibly get any bigger?)—but that they
were packing more media exposure into that time: 8.5
hours > worth, thanks to “ media multitasking ”—
listening to iTunes’, watching a DVD and IMing®
friends all at the same time.

Human beings have always had a capacity to attend
to several things at once. Mothers have done it since the

hunter-gatherer era—picking berries while suckling an

infant, stirring the pot with one eye on the toddler.

Nor is electronic multitasking entirely new: We’ ve been driving while listening to car
radios since they became popular in the 1930s.

But there is no doubt that the phenomenon has reached a kind of warp speed in the era of
Web-enabled computers, when it has become routine to conduct six IM conversations, watch
American Idol on TV and Google the names of last season’s finalists all at once.

But what’ s the impact of this media consumption? And how are these multitasking
devices changing how kids learn, reason and interact with one another?

Social scientists and educators are just beginning to tackle these questions, but the
researchers already have some strong opinions.

Although multitasking kids may be better prepared in some ways for today’s frenzied
workplace, many cognitive scientists are positively alarmed by the trend. “Kids that are
instant.messaging while doing homework, playing games online and watching TV, I predict,

»

aren’t going to do well in the long run,” says Jordan Grafman, chief of the cognitive
’t going to do well in the long ” says Jordan Graf hief of the cog

neuroscience section at the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke’.



On the positive side, Gen M® students tend to be extraordinarily good at finding and
manipulating information. And presumably because modern childhood tilts toward visual
rather than print media, they are especially skilled at analyzing visual data and images,
observes Claudia Koonz, professor of history at Duke University. A growing number of
college professors are using film, audio clips and PowerPoint presentations to play to their
students’ strengths and capture their evanescent attention.

By the time many kids get to college, their devices have become extensions of
themselves, indispensable social accessories.

“The minute the bell rings at most big public high scﬁools, the first thing most kids do
is to reach into their bag and pick up their cell phone,” observes Denise Clark Pope, lecturer
at the Stanford School of Education, “never mind that the person(they’re contacting) could
be right down. the hall.

Many educators and psychologists say parents need to actively ensure that their
teenagers break® free of compulsive engagement with screens and spend time in the physical
company of human beings—a growing challenge not just because technology offers such a
handy alternative but because so many kids lead highly scheduled lives that leave little time
for old-fashioned socializing and family meals. Indeed, many teenagers and college students
say overcommitted schedules drive much of their multitasking.

Just as important is for parents and educators to teach kids, preferably by example, that
it’s valuable, even essential, to occasionally slow down, unplug and take time to think about
something for a while.

For all the handwringing' about Generation M, technology is not really the problem.

“The problem,” says Sudbury, Massachusetts, psychiatrist and author Edward
Hallowell, “is what you are not doing if the electronic moment grows too large” —too large
for the teenager and too large for those parents who are equally addicted to their gadgets.

In that case, says Hallowell, “you are not having family dinner, you are not having
conversations, you are not debating whether to go out with a boy who wants to have sex on
the first date, you are not going on a family ski trip or taking time just to veg. It’s not so
much that the video game is going to rot your brain, it’s what you are not doing that’s going
to rot your life. ”

(By Claudia Wallis, CNN, March 20, 2006)

Word Bank

rave [reiv]

v, (about) % J1 %8 3% ; My B
obsession [ab'sefan] n. ik
gadget ['gaedsit ] n. INERE/NECE N
suckle ['sakal] v Yyeoeoos el 2L
toddler ['todla] n. Wl 2225 5 /N %
warp [wop ] n. Hh  AEHR
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finalist ["fainalist ] no SR FENEF GE3hBA)
tackle [‘taekal ] v, Rb 2 , fif Dk
frenzied ['frenzid] adj. PAE R
tilt [tilt] v. e &4
evanescent [levanesant] adj. RER,EEHN
accessory [eek'sesari | n. R4 , Bt IR
addict [adikt] v, *E, IR T
rot [rot] v. JB& £
Notes

1.

2.

3

4.

(4]

[=2}

Are kids too plugged in?: ZFIREKZ MM B F™m? BAEREELEFRN
FERAZFHEERE T =AEE.)

Anderson Cooper 360° (pronounced Anderson Cooper three-sixty): X R FEEHHLHE
PR (CNNO B EE LR - AR EROISHT ABHR. 2HAC360 E) BHES
TR HATHGE . P2 ARG B Z BT DA K 2 B Tﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂlﬁlﬂ‘]ﬂﬂ.ﬁﬁ D
J R P 45 E Y e R KUR

Eastem Standard Time (abbr. EST): KEBIRAERS H] . 248 22 4K AR BR 1 7O 30 58 L0
B:H‘JW?EBT” FEAL AR TR, AR R AR BT ]

Pew Internet and American Life Project: EEH K L HEEFNMA M THE, — PR EEK
Rt 3% B AL RO M JE RFI BRSSP0 .

. iTunes: 3£ B3 IR 23 7) f9 — Ff 6 04 4% 048 3K 1 » W7 LA Sk 48 20 280 57 S 0 00330 S04 .

iTune & iPod R ERKH, ATLLFEY iPod Z[H Ff& . FT&RE K.

. IM(Instant Messenger) : —f &L KX T A,

National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke: faj #f NINDS, EEHERX#H £
R AP RFRT, R—FEEBER D AR, BB R KRR, R ME4L N
MG T AR R M 2N EGL R P K.

. Gen M/ Generation M the Multitask Generation,$§iF Z 42 A —H1 ¥ I 8 F B,

— 3 A RFER EWIK, i Google R BTH AT EH ANBEEFF. Generation:
—fR. Generation —iAl 2t Al Ao Eia] . #H ¥R A M A TFTRNSRO RS H
EFR R (generation) , .l Lost Generation: 218 —48, 55 — It 7R K5 &
AEMEEMEHZBHEERETFE R, LHEE 20 4L 20 FREHEMEEE
% . Babyboom Generation: 2 JL¥—{X. /&M, XEMBKMERFLZERASE
MR, KBBER HCHBRAE. 1945 FRFLEHE . MINLDBHABXE . A IILF L.
M 1946 4E3) 1966 4F, EEH MIF 4 JLik 7 000 £ 77, H I 3 B FR X B it 8] 1 A 39— Kt
AR the baby boomers & babyboom generation, #ifi]&1#& T4E,H A8 8 B HHE:,
FEAE LR B — . Beat Generation: ¥ T i —fX, &8 20 4 50 FAKRE B F X
HARE R — DR RIR, AR ERE KR FaRR M. . Ot a R HEF
B GRAMEERERR”. EHEEMB KK —FRA Generation X; 20 #42 70 4

AR B e i 5 B R K B9 — AR R A Generation Y fEPEE M % . FHILLA R &R &
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9.

10.

TR ZHERBRE KR Wireless Generation, X—RAMIFER :DELHE —K
FRIFHL; 2O BB R ;DA ELIERN/A,PDA FMIE A B MR EAKE 4 TH)
Fil &l FHRAETARFEORBMS;OFEHKE; DR"EEEREFHNG.
break of : Bt s (15 ; Ak H (BB 1)

handwringing : Bk #7 )i B )

Exercises

1. Answer the following questions briefly.

L

What are the findings of the survey of the Pew Internet and American Life Project?

2. Is multitasking completely new?

3. What are the negative opinions of the multitasking?

4. Is there any positive viewpoints towards the multitasking kids? If yes, what is it?

5. What are the suggestions of many educators and professors to the parents of Gen M?

. Fill in the blanks with the words or phrases given below. Change the form where necessary.

plug in rather than rave about chunk tilt,
manipulate indispensable gadget rot " presumably
alternative  break of capture

1. The design of the bike features a single front wheel and two slim rear wheels. As the
bike slows, the rear wheels back to the tricycle formation.

2. There is no to hard work if you want to succeed.

3. As usual, when she woke up, she the radio, switched it on and began to
listen to VOA Special News.

4, there is a good reason for his absence, as he doesn’t usually stay away from
work.

5. With her sweet and lovely smile, the little girl has film-goers’ hearts by
2000.

6. Too many electronic in the bedroom make many teenagers sleep much less
than the recommended amount of time.

7. The new teacher the students’ active performance in the class.

8. His doctor told him that a balanced diet is for a good health.

9. What matters was what he meant what he said. .

10. Equally immoderate quantities of drink and ambition his mind.

11. Today the money spent on children’s education often meant a big of the
family income.

12. Doctors keep trying to him his dependence on the drug.

13. A clever politician knows how to public opinion.

Section C After-reading

I. Discuss with your group members and give a concise report of the news you’ve just read.
P g P y J
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