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Introduction

The Course

Let’s Talk is a three-level course in speaking and listening for students of American English.
It can also be used as the oral/aural component of any course that concentrates mainly on
reading and writing skills, or as the basis for an intensive refresher course for learners who
need to develop their fluency in English. Let’s Talk 1is intended for high-beginning/
low-intermediate students, Let’s Talk 2 for intermediate-level students, and Let’s Talk 3
for high-intermediate students.

Let’s Talk Testing Packet

This testing packet consists of six complete tests, two for each level of Let’s Talk. The
“Midterm” test covers Units 1 to 8 of each level, while the “Final” test covers Units 9 to 16.

Each Midterm and Final test is composed of two parts: a Multiple-choice section and a
Speaking section. The Multiple-choice section can be given to the whole class. The Speaking
section can be given to students working individually with a teacher, in pairs, or in groups.

All of the tests are designed in such a way that you can examine students at any particular
point in the book. A chart on the Multiple-choice answer pages identifies the unit to which
each question corresponds. By using only the questions that relate to the unit or units that
you have most recently completed, you can choose to give several short tests instead of two
long tests (Midterm and Final).

Multiple-choice section

Each Multiple-choice section consists of three parts: Vocabulary, Language in context
(grammar and vocabulary), and Listening.

There is an alternate version for each section, in which the questions are the same, but the
answers are arranged differently. Using both versions during the testing process helps
prevent students who have already taken the test from communicating the answers to other
students who haven’t taken the test.

Scoring

(See page 120 for a chart you can use to record your students’ scores.)
The Multiple-choice section is scored according to the following point breakdown:

Vocabulary

12 items @ 1 point per item _ =12 points

Language in context T
14 items @ 1 point per item = 14 points

Listening

16 items @ 1.5 points per item = 24 points

Total: 42 questions Total: 50 points
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How long will each test take?

The Multiple-choice section will take about an hour to complete — 30 minutes for Parts A
and B (Vocabulary and Language in context) and 30 minutes for Part C (Listening).

In some cases, the time needed for the Listening part might be slightly less than 30 minutes,

but you should still allow 30 minutes. The Listening part consists of eight conversations that
% are each recorded once. The students will hear the conversation and the two corresponding

questions. They should then be given enough time to read the questions again and to

choose the best answer. You may pause the CD if you feel that students require more time

to complete the questions. You may also choose to play the conversation a second time,

if necessary.

The Speaking section should be administered separately, and the amount of time it requires
will vary, depending on the number of students to be tested and the amount of time you
can devote to each student. The inclusion of two separate sets of questions provides more
tasks from which to choose, giving you as much flexibility as possible.

Speaking section
The purpose of the Speaking section is to evaluate how well students have developed their
communication skills in five areas: communication, interaction, accuracy, fluency, and

pronunciation. (See page x for descriptions of appropriate language at each level.) The tests
are intended for assessing a student’s progress, rather than for purposes of placement.

There are two sets of questions or pictures, labeled “Speaker A” and “Speaker B.” Each set
offers more questions or pictures than you may require, so that you can select among them
for different students, as necessary. (See below for different methods of using these
questions.) The goal is to have the students talk about some of the topics they’ve already
covered in the book, so that the teacher can listen to and assess the students. There are no
“right answers” to the questions the students are asked — they are discussion questions, not
tests of knowledge.

There are two types of tasks in the Speaking section:

Discussion questions
This task type uses questions that are modeled on material from the book.
The questions are designed to encourage discussion.

Picture description

This task type asks students to describe, compare, and answer questions
about what they see in a picture or set of pictures. The pictures are modeled
on material in the book.

Before beginning the Speaking section, you should first become familiar with the tasks and
the level descriptions (see page x). You will also need to decide how you will test students —
individually, in pairs, or in groups. The method of testing students will depend on the
number of students in your class, the amount of time you have available, and the
administrative requirements of your institution.

The best place for a test is a quiet, private place, where students are unlikely to be overheard
or distracted. An office would be an ideal location, but an unused classroom or a quiet
corner of the classroom would also be suitable.

vi [ Introduction | Copyright © Cambridge University Press




Scoring

(See page 121 for a chart you can use to record your students’ scores.)

The Speaking section is scored according to the descriptions provided for each level
beginning on page x. These descriptions allow you to assign a score from 1 to 5, based
on a student’s performance in each of the five assessment areas. Using this numerical
evaluation system, a possible maximum score of 25 points may be derived by adding a
student’s scores in each assessment area. (See page x for the complete level descriptions.)

As students are assessed based on what is taught at a particular level of Let’s Talk, students
using any level could expect to get the maximum possible score on the Speaking section. A
maximum score suggests that a student has mastered the content, structures, and vocabulary
specific to that unit or level. Aspects of language proficiency or communicative competence
that are not level-specific, including pronunciation and the ability to interact with a partner,
will also be measured. When measuring pronunciation or communicative competence, the
scores are based on the kinds of speech and levels of communication that are modeled

in the book.

Administering the Speaking section

Alternatives for administering the Speaking section are described below:

Method 1 - Student-student pairs (1 teacher + 2 students)

Student-student pairs are the most effective way of using this section. Each student is given
a different set of questions to look at. They then ask each other the questions while you
listen to and assess their communication according to the level descriptions. You may need
to interrupt the discussion in order to encourage a less talkative student to say more or
discourage an overtalkative student from dominating the conversation. Your role is that of
a facilitator in the conversation. You should focus your attention on assessing each student.
(See Method 5 for an alternative to student-student pairs.)

Matching partners

When arranging the students in pairs, try to match students who are friendly with each
other and are similar in ability. Alternatively, if you are testing two separate classes that are
both using the Let’s Talk series, you could work with another teacher and pair students
from different classes together.

If you have an odd number of students, the “extra” student can work in a group of three, or
you can test him or her individually (Method 2 or 4). This extra student should not be one 4
of your weaker students. 4

Copyright © Cambridge University Press Introduction vii



Asking follow-up questions/encouraging fuller answers

Once the conversation is under way, you may need to ask follow-up questions to encourage
fuller answers. Students who answer questions with just a short phrase or “I don’t know”
aren’t showing you how much they know. Ideally, the students will encourage each other to

_Agive more complete responses. Sometimes, however, it might be necessary for you to
provide clarification or ask follow-up questions.

Putting students at ease

Everyone is nervous during a test, but it’s difficult for students to show how well they can
speak English if they’re afraid of making mistakes. Here are some things you can say to
students to put them at ease:

I'm just going to listen to you while you have a conversation in English.

There are no right answers to the questions I'm going to ask.

Try to relax, concentrate on your conversation, and have fun!

Please talk to each other, not to me. Fretend that I'm not even here.

I'm going to listen to the way you communicate, and not look for mistakes.

Getting started

Before students actually start speaking, give them a few moments to read over the questions
that they will ask each other. They should not immediately begin reading the questions out
loud to each other without having thought about them.

Dealing with errors

The mistakes that students make during the Speaking section don’t matter very much
unless they lead to misunderstandings. If there is a communication problem, you may need
to intervene to help the students understand each other. A well-matched pair who already
know each other are less likely to have communication problems.

Method 2 - Teacher-student pairs (1 teacher + 1 student)

This method resembles Method 1, except that one member of the pair is the student and
the other is the teacher. The student looks at “Speaker A” material, and the teacher refers to
“Speaker B” material. The advantage of this method is that a more fluent conversation may
develop, with the student feeling that he or she is an equal partner in the interaction.

Method 3 - Pair or group interview (1 teacher + 2, 3,
or 4 students)

The teacher chooses questions from either “Speaker A” or “Speaker B” material to ask each
student in turn. In using this method, be careful that students do not focus their attention
only on the teacher and his or her questions, responses, and reactions. Encourage students
to ask each other questions and react to one another rather than you.

viii [ Introduction | Copyright © Cambridge University Press




Speaking section

Level descriptions

Communication
(ability to make himself/herself understood)

.5 Able to make himself/herself understood while performing tasks; listener
- does not ask for repetltlon or clar1ﬁcat10n

4 Able to make hlmself/herself understood whrle performmg most tasks
hstener rarely asks for repet1t10n or clarlﬁcatlon

3 Able to make hnnself/herself understood thle performmg at least half the

tasks l1stener sometrrnes asks for repetmon or clar1ﬁcatlon

2 Unable to make hlmself/herself understood whlle perforrmng most tasks
hstener frequendy asks for repetltlon or clanﬁcatlon

1 Unable to make hlmself/herself understood Wl’lllC perforrmng tasks even
when listener asks for repetition or clarification.

Interaction

(ability to listen to and interact with a partner)
5 Able to listen attentively to another person and respond appropriately
whlle perforrmng tasks mteracts very well w1th a partner

4 Able to listen attentrvely to another person and respond appropnately
WhllC perforrnlng most tasks mteracts well w1th a partner.

3 Able to listen to another person and respond reasonably well WhllC
perforrnmg at least half the tasks mteracts adequately with a partner.

2 Unable to hsten attentrvely or respond appropriately while performing
_most tasks mteracts poorly w1th a partner.

SRS

l Unable to llsten attentwely or respond appropriately while performing
tasks; fails to interact with a partner.

| Level descriptions l Copyright © Cambridge University Press




Accuracy

(grammar, syntax, general structures)

5 Grammar and syntax are controlled WhllC performmg tasks demonstrates
knowledge of general structures w1th a few minor errors.

T - T ——————

4 Grammar and syntax are controlled WhllC perforrmng most tasks
demonstrates knowledge of general structures wrth few €rrors.

3 Grammar and syntax are controlled whlle perfonmng at least half the
tasks; demonstrates knowledge of general structures with frequent minor
erTors.

2 Grammar and syntax are uncontrolled whﬂe perforrmng most tasks
demonstrates limited knowledge of general structures with frequent
Errors.

1 Grarnmar and syntax are uncontrolled while performing tasks lacks
knowledge of general structures.

T N SR

Fluency

(vocabulary, speed naturalness, lack of hesitation)
5 Speech 1s smooth and natural whlle perforrmng tasks occasronal
hesrtatlon on low frequency vocabulary words phrases or structures.

4 Speech 1s smooth and natural while perforrrung most tasks occasronal
he51tat10n on vocabulary words phrases or structures.

3 Speech 1s smooth and natural while performmg at least half the tasks
some hesrtatron on Vocabulary words phrases or structures.

2 Speech is labored and unnatural WhllC performmg most tasks frequent
hesuatron on common vocabulary words phrases Or structures.

1 Speech is labored and unnatural thle perforrnrng tasks frequent
hesitation on even high-frequency vocabulary words, phrases, or
structures.

Copyright © Cambridge University Press Level descriptions |




Pronunciation

(stress, rhythm, intonation patterns)

Easy to understand while performing tasks; very clear articulation and
mtonatlon

-

Easy to understand whlle performmg most tasks clear artlculatlon and
mtonauon

(5] "l

Easy to understand wh1le performmg at least half the tasks shghtly
unclear aruculatlon and mtonatlon

leﬁcult to understand whlle perforrmng most tasks unclear articulation
and mtonat10n

[

l Very d1fﬁcult to understand WhllC perfornnng tasks very unclear
articulation and intonation.

—

xii | Level descriptions | Copyright © Cambridge University Press




Contents

Let’s Talk 1
Midterm test

Multiple-choice section . ................ ... 2

Speaking section ... ....... .. 6
Final test

Multiple-choice section .. ...............oouiiiniinnenno... 10

Speaking SECiON . ... ...ttt e 14
Audioscripts

Midterm test . ... ...ttt 18

Final test . .. ... 20
Multiple-choice answers/answer sheets

Midterm test . ... ..ot 22

Final test . .. ..ot 24
Speaking section sample answers

Midterm test . .. ..o v 26

o 1 D AL S 28
Alternate multiple-choice sections

MIdterm test . . . .vvv vttt e ... 30

FANAL BBBE ¢ « v sisiswmio i a5 5 0 6 nnon aimuiwnmmsmomensssseesnsss 34

ANSWETS . ottt 38

Let’s Talk 2
Midterm test

Multiple-choice section . .......... ... . ... .. .. ... 42

Spealing SEBHON «omomwsnss e oo s 585990580 0EVE Mt wm oCxom s 46
Final test

Multiple-choice section . ............ ... ... ... ... ..., 50

Speaking SECtiON . ... ...t 54
Audioscripts

Midterm test . .. ..ottt 58

FIBALTESE « 2 1 0 ¢ s s mmaaE o s £ 5 8055 0 ra o omes i oo i 5 o 60
Multiple-choice answers/answer sheets

Midterm test . . . ..o vt i 62

FAOALTEBE & ¢ o 4 5 50055 5058 55 5 Mmoo ov s e m e m s e mn s s 64
Speaking section sample answers

MIdterm test . . .. .o vt it e e e e 66

BFINal test . o oot i ittt e e e 68

Copyright © Cambridge University Press

m



Alternate multiple-choice sections

Midterm test . . . . oot e 70
Final test. . ...t 74
ANSWETS . . e 78

&

Let’s Talk 3
Midterm test

Muiltiple-chioice SECHON. « « wovssenmsowmnsssososssinsssnmasiss s 82

Speaking Section . . .. ... 86
Final test

Multiple-chOIce SECHON. . + & wvvssessames s 86 o053 0manisnanscsa 90

Speaking Section . . .. ... .. ... 94
Audioscripts

MIAEEII BESE . & ¢ o ¢ v 6 655 50615 m G 05055 555865 s m oo oo s 98

Final test . ... ... .o 100
Multiple-choice answers/answer sheets

MIAEerm test . o v v v v vt e e e e e 102

Final test. .. ... 104
Speaking section sample answers

MIdterm test . . . v oo oo et 106

Final test. . ... ..o 108
Alternate multiple-choice sections

MiIdterm test . . o . vv vt et e et e 110

Final test. .. ..o 114

ADSWETS .« o oot 118
MuItipIe-'choice section scoresheet . ... ... ... .. ... . ... .. .. .. 120
Speaking section scoresheet ..... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... ... ... 121

iv [ Contents I Copyright © Cambridge University Press




Midterm test

Multiple-choice section

EZR¥N Vocabulary (12 points)

Choose the best word(s) to complete each sentence.

1. You need a to visit a foreign country.
v a. passport c. time
& b. major d. zip code
2. I want to call you. Gan I have your ?
a. home address c. first name
b. street name d. telephone number
3. You use a to buy something on the Internet.
a. credit card c. birth date
b. price d. beeper number
4. You need an umbrella when it’s outside.
a. sunny c. dry
b. windy d. rainy
5. What's the weather for tomorrow?
a. storm C. smog
b. forecast d. lightning
6. It was difficult to see the road because it was
a. hot c. cold
b. warm d. foggy
7. I don’t have a lot of money, so my personal style is
a. duty-free c. expensive
b. high style d. low budget
8. To save money, I usually buy things ‘
a. on sale c. new
b. at a boutique d. with a credit card
9. Itry to things around the house to save money.
a. fix c. buy
b. borrow d. spend
10. I laughed a lot because the movie was very
a. classic c. exciting
b. sad d. funny
11. I don’t like movies very much because they’re too scary.
a. romantic c. horror
b. animation d. silly
12. Go to the section 1n a bookstore if you want to find a dictionary.

a. selfimprovement c¢. magazine
b. reference d. technology

lgnmll Midterm test
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Language in context (14 points)
Choose the best answers to complete each paragraph.

My friend Jane is very ___(13) . She’s only 14 years old. She has long, __ (14 brown
(15 and dark eyes.

13. a. young b. elderly c. middle-aged
14. a. curly b. tall c. fair
15. a. skin b. eyes c. hair

Robert is a very artistic person. He likes ___(16)  and making (17 . He also likes outdoor
sports, especially ___(18) .

16. a. drawing b. fishing c. chess
17. a. yoga b. pottery c. the Internet
18. a. skiing b. pool c. bowling

I went to a festival last week. There were many (190 serving . (200 dishes from around
the world. I bought some Indian curry, but it had a lot of pepper in it, and it was too (1)
for me. I was still hungry, so I ate some chocolate cake formy (22 .

19. a. cafeterias b. food stalls ¢. main courses
20. a. traditional b. bland ¢. American
21. a. spicy b. sour c. sweet

22. a. appetizer b. beverage c. dessert

I'love to drive. When I travel, I usually go by ___23) . Last weekend was a national holiday, so
I decided to 24 . They live in another city. While I was driving, I saw a lotof ___25) |
so I stopped to ___(26) . It was a beautiful drive, and I'm glad I had my camera!

23. a. car b. train c. bus

24. a. visit relatives b. do nothing c. be alone

25. a. new foods b. vacations c. historical places
26. a. go on a safari b. take photographs c. stay with friends
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Listening (24 points) §}

Listen and choose the correct answer for each question.

A
o

30.

32,

34.

What is true about Fumiko?

a. She can’t go to the party.

b. She moved to the U.S. when she was young.
c. She has a class with John and Steve.

d. She and Steve are good friends.

. Where does John live?

a. 8 Oak Street

b. 125 Oak Street

c. 8 Claperton Street
d. 125 Claperton Street

What does Anne say about Don?
a. He’'s tall.

b. He’s thin.

c. He’s muscular.

d. He has curly brown hair.

How does Katy describe Don’s wife?
a. She’s quiet.

b. She’s creative.

c. She’s careless.

d. She’s talkative.

What does Susan like to do?
a. Play golf

b. Go fishing

c. Take pictures

d. Collect coins

What is true about Dave?

a. He likes all sports.

b. He wants to go fishing with Susan.

c. He and Frank have the same hobbies.
d. He doesn’t like outdoor activities.

What was the weather like yesterday in the town where the man lives?

a. Rainy
b. Snowy
c. Sunny

d. Cloudy

What does the man say about the wind?
a. It was warm.

b. It happens in the spring.

c. It started in the morning.

d. It’s stronger than a typhoon.

+  CTEETEN Vidterm test]
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